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                                           A PURPOSEFUL LIFE    

STORIES FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT 

 
We are going to look at some Old Testament stories where we will see how 
God used different people for His purpose.  THis will help us know that God 
can, and wants to, use any one of us, regardless of our nationality, our status 
in life, or our gender. 

AN ALL IMPORTANT DECISION 

The first story we will look at is the story of Rebekah. She became the wife of 
a man named Isaac who was the son of Abraham. We can read of Abraham 
in Genesis 12:1-3                                                                                                                             
The Lord said to Abram, “Leave your country, your people and your 
father’s household and go to the land I will show you. I will make you 
into a great nation and I will bless you, and whoever curses you, I will 
curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.”                                                                                                     
Abraham had obeyed God and had taken his wife Sarah, his nephew Lot, and 
his servants with him, and they had travelled to the land of Canaan.  In time, 
Abraham and Sarah had a son named Isaac (Genesis 21:1-5). Once Isaac 
had grown up, it was time for him to be married, so Abraham instructed his 
servant Eliezer to find a wife for his son. And his instructions were very 
specific, for he did not want Eliezer to find a wife for his son from the people 
he was living among. Instead, he wanted his servant to go back to the country 
from where Abraham had come, in order to find a wife for his son from 
amongst his relatives (Genesis 24:1-4).           

And Abraham was convinced that God would send an angel ahead of the 
servant to guide him to the right young woman (Genesis 24:7). So the servant 
set off on his trip to find a wife for his master’s son Isaac. He travelled all the 
way back to a town called Nahor (Genesis 24:10). When he arrived, the first 
thing he did was to kneel down and pray, for he knew that without God’s help 
he would be unsuccessful (Genesis 24:11-12). And he was very specific in 
how he prayed, as we can read in Genesis 24:12-14                                                                                                                               
“O Lord, God of my master Abraham, give me success today and show 
kindness to my master Abraham. See I am standing beside this spring, 
and the daughters of the townspeople are coming out to draw water. 
May it be that when I say to a girl, “Please let down your jar that I may 
have a drink,” and she says, “Drink, and I’ll water your camels too” – let 
her be the one You have chosen for your servant Isaac. By this I will 
know that You have shown kindness to my master.” 

(Abraham’s servant) “I have been on a long and tiring journey and you may 
wonder why. You see, I have come all the way from Canaan where I reside 
with my master Abraham, his wife Sarah and their son Isaac.  And my master 
had asked me to find a wife for his son. But he told me not to find a wife for 
his son among the people he is living today. He told me that, instead, I should 
go back to the place where he has come from originally to find a wife for his 
son among his relatives (Genesis 24:1-4). So a few weeks ago some other 
servants and I set off on a journey (Genesis 24:10). And today we arrived at 
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the place of our destination which is a town called Nahor. And I am now here 
outside the town at the spring (Genesis 24:11). But I know I cannot possibly 
find a wife for my master’s son by myself. I know I need to pray and ask God 
to help me. So that is what I did, I knelt down and I prayed (Genesis 24:12). 
And I said to the God of my master, “Please God, I need Your help. I have 
come here for a special purpose, God. And You are in heaven and I am here 
on earth so I want you to know I am here in Nahor at the spring. And at this 
time of the day the young women come to the spring to draw water because 
God, I know that does not happen in heaven, it only happens here on earth. 
And, please, will you help me know which young woman You have chosen by 
having her give me some water and having her offer to water my camels at 
the same time (Genesis 24:13-14).” The truth is, I was still praying when this 
young woman came to the spring (Genesis 24:15). I asked her, could I have 
some water, please. And then she so kindly offered to water my camels as 
well (Genesis 24:17-19). So I thought, “Is she the one God has chosen?” I 
decided to wait. I watched her carefully as she kindly watered all my camels. 
And then I asked her who she was. And amazingly, she told me that she is 
the granddaughter of my master’s brother. God has led me to the house of my 
master’s relatives (Genesis 24:21-24). Rebekah, that is the name of the 
young woman, has now gone home to tell her family about our encounter 
(Genesis 24:28). And I am now waiting to find out if I can spend the night with 
them.”       

 Rebekah had run home and told her family everything that had happened to 
her. Her brother Laban then went quickly to the spring to invite Abraham’s 
servant to stay with them for the night (Genesis 24:28-31).          

(Abraham’s servant) “I was so pleased to see Rebekah’s brother Laban for I 
must say, I was very tired after this long journey so when I got to their home it 
was very tempting for me to just sit down and have this wonderful meal they 
had set out before me. And afterwards have a wonderful rest (Genesis 24:32). 
But I know I have come for a particular purpose so I told them I must tell them 
who I was and why I had come before I could eat (Genesis 24:33). So I told 
them who I was, who my master was. And that he had sent me to Nahor to 
find a wife for his son from among his relatives. I told them as well that when I 
arrived at the spring I had prayed to the God of my master and asked Him to 
lead me to the right young woman. And for me to know who this right young 
woman was by having her not only give me a drink of water but for her to be 
willing to water my camels as well. And how Rebekah had done so (Genesis 
24:34-49). Rebekah’s family then listened to my story and they realised that 
indeed Rebekah must have been chosen by God to become the wife of my 
master’s son (Genesis 24:50-51) I then felt I had fulfilled my task. And I could 
finally sit down and have this wonderful meal and then have a good rest. 
(Genesis 24:52-54a).”   

Rebekah’s family was ready to let her go back to Canaan with the servant but, 
no doubt, they wanted to give her a few days to prepare for her trip and say 
goodbye to her family and friends. But the servant wanted to return to his 
master as soon as possible (Genesis 24:54). 

(Abraham’s servant) “I felt so refreshed the next morning for I had had such 
a good sleep, so I asked Rebekah’s family to send me on my way (Genesis 
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24:54b). They asked me to postpone my return. And I told them, “No.” I 
wanted to go back to see my master because he would be waiting for me. 
And I wanted to tell him the good news that I had found a beautiful bride for 
his son. For that would set his heart at peace (Genesis 24:55-56). Rebekah’s 
mother and brother then decided that they should ask Rebekah herself. And 
God be praised, she told them she was willing to go with me that very day. 
And so we set off for Canaan that day (Genesis 24:57-61).”                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Please realise that God had chosen this young unknown woman from 
nowhere to become the wife of Isaac. Not only was she chosen by Him to 
become the wife of Isaac (Genesis 24:67), she was chosen by Him to become 
the mother of Jacob (Genesis 25:26), and the grandmother of his twelve sons, 
out of whom came the twelve tribes of Israel. (Genesis 35:23-26).       
Moreover, the Messiah would eventually come forth from these twelve tribes 
(Matthew 1:1-3, 16-17).                                                  

Now, Rebekah had no idea of these things when the question was put to her 
asking if she was willing to go with this man to his home and his country far 
away from her own home, and to be married to someone she had never met. 
She could have said, “No.” And if she had, we would, very likely, never have 
heard from her again. But she said, “Yes” and thereby showed remarkable 
courage. She must have believed that this was the right path for her and that 
she should obey the God of Abraham whom she likely did not personally 
know at that time.  And the blessings pronounced upon her at her departure 
have been fulfilled and will be fulfilled more specifically in the future (Genesis 
24:60). Just as God had a specific plan for this unknown young woman from 
nowhere, so He does have a plan and a purpose for each one of us, as we 
can read in Jeremiah 29:11                                                                          
“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to 
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” 
                                                                                                                       
Just as Rebekah dared to step out in obedience to God’s plan for her life, not 
knowing where it would lead to, so God wants us to be obedient to Him, and 
He will lead us every day of our lives as we walk with Him, trusting Him in 
everything and for everything. God knows us and He knows our desires. Just 
as Rebekah mattered to Him, so we matter to Him, as Jesus says in Matthew 
6:26                                                                                                                 
“Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in 
barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more 
valuable than they?”    

So let us be like Rebekah and learn from her, to willingly follow Jesus 
wherever He leads us. He will take care of us as we fulfil His plan for our lives. 
Our willingness to serve the Lord in whatever way He may want us to will 
cause Him to bless us and enable us to be a blessing to others. You and I 
may not be asked to travel to a foreign country to marry a total stranger as 
Rebekah was, but God has things for us to do which only we can do, so let us 
be obedient to Him no matter what the cost, in the knowledge that God will 
equip us for the things that He has for us to do, as we can read in Ephesians 
2:10                                                                                                                                 
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For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good 
works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.  

God wants to use us for His purpose. Moreover, being obedient to Him will 
bring us true fulfilment. 

FROM THE PIT TO THE PALACE 

The second story we will look at is the story of Joseph. He was one of the 
twelve sons of Jacob. Joseph’s mother was Rachel. And Rachel had been 
barren for many years until she became pregnant with Joseph, as we can 
read in Genesis 30:22-24                                                                            
Then God remembered Rachel; He listened to her and opened her 
womb. She became pregnant and gave birth to a son and said, “God has 
taken away my disgrace.” She named him Joseph and said, “May the 
Lord add to me another son.”  

Now, Joseph was Jacob’s favourite son, and he had a special coat made for 
him. Consequently, his brothers became very jealous of him. In fact, their 
jealousy was so great that they began to hate him (Genesis 37:3-4). Their 
jealousy only increased when, one day, Joseph spoke to his brothers and told 
them the following:                                                                                          
(Joseph) “Listen to this, brothers, you all know that our father favours me 
over you. But I think God favours me over you as well. You don’t think so? 
Well, let me prove it to you. You see, I had a dream last night. Don’t look at 
me with eyes of unbelief. I really had a dream. And this was the dream: We 
were all binding sheaves of corn out in the field. And then suddenly my sheaf 
rose and stood upright. And your sheaves gathered round mine and bowed 
down to it. So you see, God does favour me over you. And there is nothing 
either you or I can do about it (Genesis 37:5-7).”   

His brothers listened to him and then in one voice spoke up, as we can read 
in Genesis 37:8                                                                                                                                
“So you intend to reign over us? Will you actually rule us?” And they 
hated him all the more because of his dream and what he had said.   

(Joseph’s brothers) ”Who does he think he is? He is nothing more than a 
seventeen-year old spoiled brat. And he think, he has had a dream from God. 
It is nothing more than his own imagination. Such nonsense so let’s forget it. 
That’s Joseph again! What has he come for this time? “Yes, Joseph, You 
have come to tell us you have had another one of these dreams. And you 
think that not only we, your brothers, will bow down to you but that our parents 
will bow down to you as well. Because you have told us now that there were 
eleven stars in your dream and the sun and the moon. Joseph, please stop 
talking such nonsense. These dreams are not from God. They are simply your 
own imagination. (Genesis 37:9-11)”    

Perhaps you also believe that God has put a desire in your heart, you could 
call it a dream, to do something specific for Him. You may not know exactly 
what it is, but you know that it is from the Lord. As for Joseph, apparently he 
felt the need to tell his brothers these dreams. This shows us that he was far 
from ready to actually fulfil God’s plan for him, so God sent him on a training 
program which was tailor-made for him to build Godly character into his life. 
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Likewise, as yet, you may not have seen happen in your life what you believe 
God has in mind for you, and you may not understand why that is so. Very 
likely that is because you need further training, to be made ready for what 
God has for you to do. And it will be a training program specifically for you, for 
God knows you and knows what needs to be done in you, before He can work 
through you. Joseph’s training was not done at home but far away in Egypt. 

 Let us go back to Joseph’s story to find out how he got there.                                                                                                                                                                       

(Joseph) “My father has sent me on a mission to find my brothers for he 
seems to  be quite worried about them. They have taken out a flock 
somewhere out there and they have been away for some time. So he has 
asked me to find them to see if they are doing ok (Genesis 37:12-14). And I 
have been looking for them for some time and it has been quite difficult to find 
them but I do think I spot them in the distance. Yes, these definitely are my 
brothers so I better hurry to go and find them so that I can return to my father 
for I have promised to come back to him so that I can give him a report of their 
well being (Genesis 37:15-17).”    

However, before Joseph reached his brothers, his brothers spotted him                            
(Genesis 37:18).                                                                                                                                                                                                             

(Joseph’s brothers) “That looks like Joseph, don’t you think? Yes, it is 
definitely Joseph! After all, look at the coat he is wearing! Only Joseph would 
wear such a coat! You know what? This is our chance for revenge. Let’s do 
something to get rid of him because then his dreams will never be able to 
come true (Genesis 37:19-20). “Hello, Joseph. Why have you come? Come to 
spy on us? No, Joseph, that will not happen. We are going to throw you into 
this cistern. And Joseph, we are not going to be merciful. We are going to 
keep you here (Genesis 37:23-24).” “Look some merchants. You know what, 
let’s find out who they are and where they are going. Perhaps we can sell our 
brother to them. After all, he is our brother and we shouldn’t really kill him.” 
“Oh, you are going to Egypt. Could you take Joseph with you? You can sell 
him off as a slave. How much is he worth, you think? Twenty shekels. Agreed. 
You can have Joseph and we will take your twenty shekels (Genesis 37:25-
28).”    

                                                                                                                          
So Joseph did not return home as he had promised his father. Instead, he 
was taken to Egypt. When he arrived in Egypt, he was sold as a slave to a 
man named Potiphar, one of Pharaoh’s officials (Genesis 37:36). Your 
training may not take you to another country. Your training may well take 
place where you were born. Wherever your training will take place, you can 
be certain that it will be at the place God intends it to be. You are not there by 
accident. You are there by God’s design. He planned for you to be there to 
prepare you for whatever He has for you to do. Let us read it again, 
Ephesians 2:10                                                                                                                                  
For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good 
works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. 
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Let us now go back to Joseph’s story and see how he is doing far away from 
home. 

(Joseph) ”Who would have thought that I, the favourite son of my father, 
would find myself in Egypt. And I believed that God had given me dreams. 
And in these dreams my family was bowing down to me. Of course, that will 
now never happen for I am in Egypt and my family is in Canaan. So what am I 
to do? It seems that God may have forgotten about me. And yet, I do sense 
that He is still watching over me because the home I am in is a good home. 
My master is a good and kind master. And he does treat me well. Perhaps 
one day he might allow me to go back to Canaan so that my dreams can be 
fulfilled after all (Genesis 39:1-6).”      

Like Joseph, you may find yourself in circumstances you would not have 
chosen, if you had been given a choice. However, God wants you to know 
that He is with you, even in these circumstances, and that He is teaching you 
things you would not otherwise learn. Perhaps you have been asking God for 
a change in your circumstances, believing that He will answer your prayers.                                            
Joseph’s circumstances were changed by God who, all along, had been 
watching the progress of Joseph. Yet God knew there were still issues in his 
life that needed to be dealt with, and that further training was required to make 
that happen. So God designed a plan whereby Joseph did indeed leave 
Potiphar’s house. However, his destination was not Jacob’s tent.                  
Let us go back to Joseph’s story to see what happened next.                                                                                                                                                   

(Joseph) “As I already told you, Potiphar has been a very kind and good 
master and he, in fact, placed me over his whole household. This means that 
he completely trusts me. And I know I will never do anything to harm him. I 
wonder if, perhaps, he has begun to care for me like a son rather than a 
slave. Unfortunately, his wife is not as good as he is. And she has been trying 
to tempt me to sin. But I don’t want to sin because I want to be pleasing to my 
God so I have been praying for God to protect me in these difficult 
circumstances because, I believe, I should remain at Potiphar’s house since it 
is such a good home and I believe this home has been provided for me by 
God (Genesis 39:7-10).”                                                                                                                                                                                          

Joseph may have believed that God would keep him at Potiphar’s home for 
further training, but God had other plans for him. Let’s find out where that took 
Joseph. 

(Joseph)" I can not believe what has happened to me. I am no longer in 
Potiphar’s house. But that is not because I did something wrong. I did 
something right and because of doing something right I am now in prison. You 
see, one day I was in the house and all the other servants were gone 
somewhere else. And my mistress insisted that I spend time with her. So the 
only thing for me to do was to flee the house. But I was in such a hurry that I 
forgot to take my coat. If only I had remembered to take my coat. But there 
was no time for me to do so (Genesis 39:11-12). My mistress then showed my 
coat to my master and told him that I had gone to see her to take advantage 
of her (Genesis 39:13-18). My master believed her, of course. And in his 
anger he has thrown me in prison (Genesis 39:19-20). That is where I am 
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now. One day I am his favourite slave, nearly like a son, the next day I am a 
prisoner. What is God doing to me? Has He forgotten about me?” 

Joseph would have never expected to be thrown in prison, especially since he 
did the right thing. How could God have allowed this to happen? It was true, 
he had been placed in a prison where only the king’s prisoners, the prisoners 
from Pharaoh’s Court, were being held (Genesis 39:20). That fact may not 
have mattered much to Joseph for, to him, all prisons may have been alike, 
but to God it mattered very much in which prison Joseph spent time, as we 
will find out later on. Circumstances may have changed for you as well. 

 However, just as in the life of Joseph, these new circumstances may not 
have been in line with what you have asked God for, since you may have 
asked God for easier circumstances, not more difficult ones. But that is what 
He may have allowed to happen in your life. As far as you are concerned, you 
have done the right thing and you should have been rewarded accordingly. 
But that is not what seems to have happened. You would like to say to God, 
“God, have you not heard my prayers? I have asked You for easier 
circumstances, not more difficult ones.” If that is the case with you then God 
wants you to know that He has more issues He wants to deal with in your life, 
and He wants to use these new circumstances as part of your further training. 
 As for Joseph, one day Joseph was told to take care of two new prisoners. 

(Joseph) “I am just so excited about what has happened. And it has 
happened in prison of all places. You see, I may be set free any day now. I 
know it is impossible for that to happen for once in prison, always in prison. 
But I believe God is going to do a miracle on my behalf. Let me explain why I 
think that is so. A few days ago I walked into the cells of two of my prisoners. 
One is Pharaoh’s cupbearer or, at least, he was Pharaoh’s cupbearer. And 
the other was Pharaoh’s baker (Genesis 40:1-4). When I walked into their 
cells I noticed they looked very depressed. So I asked them why they were 
looking so unhappy (Genesis 40:5-7). And they both told me they had had a 
dream but there was no-one to interpret their dream for them (Genesis 40:8a). 
Then God reminded me that long ago He had given me two dreams. I had 
chosen to forget these dreams because I do not believe these dreams will 
ever come true. However, God told me to pray to Him for He would give me 
understanding of their dreams. And so I did (Genesis 40:8b). And then God 
showed me that the cupbearer would be reinstated in his position at the Court 
(Genesis 40:9-13).  Before he left for Pharaoh’s Palace I spoke to him. I told 
him that I am here in prison without any cause because I have not done 
anything wrong. Therefore, I do not deserve to be in prison. I asked him to 
speak to Pharaoh on my behalf (Genesis 40:14-15). And I believe he will do 
so because, no doubt, he will be very grateful that I have been able to save 
his life. And so now I am waiting for I am sure that very soon I will hear a 
knock on my cell door. And will be taken to Pharaoh’s Palace.”                                                                                                                                                         

God had made sure that Joseph was in the prison where only the king’s 
prisoners were being held, so that he would meet Pharaoh’s cupbearer and 
baker, to help them understand their dreams. And Joseph was convinced that 
God was going to use the cupbearer to help him come out of prison (Genesis 
40:21-22).  So he waited to hear from Pharaoh’s Court. Day after day, he 
expected someone to knock on his cell door to tell him, “Joseph, get dressed, 
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the Pharaoh wants to see you.” But days turned into weeks, and weeks turned 
into months and no-one ever came to fetch him (Genesis 40:23). Surely, God 
must have forgotten him and the dreams He had given him. After all, many 
years had passed since he had been sold into slavery.                                                                                                                                                                                          

Some of you may have come to believe that surely your training has ended, 
for it seems God has begun to put things in your life which might take you out 
of your circumstances. After all, it is not your fault that you find yourself in your 
circumstances. You have done nothing to deserve them. But then, like 
Joseph, you wait and wait for a change but nothing happens. At last, you give 
up. God must have forgotten you and the desires He had placed in your heart. 
After all, it has been a long time since you first had these desires.                                                                                         
As for Joseph, one day Joseph did hear a knock on the door of his cell. Who 
could that be? He did not expect anyone to knock on his cell door. It must be 
a mistake. The last time he had been expecting a knock on his cell door was 
two years ago. But no-one ever came, so he was no longer allowing himself to 
hope for a miracle. That would be too painful to bear. But the person outside 
his cell door did not stop knocking so perhaps he should open the door, just in 
case this person had come from the Palace.…… (Genesis 41:14). 

Like Joseph, you may know that God has a plan and a purpose for your life 
but you have not seen its fulfilment as yet. Don’t give up hope, for you are still 
in training, and when the training has finished God will use you for His 
purposes. Just be patient, for God is at work, even when you don’t see it.  

GOD MEANS IT FOR GOOD 

Having looked at the first part of Joseph’s life, we have learned that his father 
was Jacob and that his mother was Rachel, Jacob’s favourite wife (Genesis 
30:22-24). We have, furthermore, learned that Jacob spoiled Joseph greatly 
by giving him a special coat (Genesis 37:3), and that Jacob’s actions caused 
the Joseph's brothers to become jealous of him (Genesis 37:4). Moreover, 
God gave Joseph two dreams. From these dreams, Joseph understood that 
one day his family would bow down to him. He announced that to his family, 
and this caused his brothers to become even more jealous (Genesis 37:5-11). 
In fact, they began to hate Joseph so much that they plotted how to get rid of 
him (Genesis 37:16-18). They did this by selling him to merchants who were 
on their way to Egypt (Genesis 37:28). Consequently, Joseph found himself 
sold as a slave to a man named Potiphar (Genesis 37:36).  

However, that was not the end of his misery for, after he had served Potiphar 
well, he found himself thrown in prison for doing what was right (Genesis 
39:20). He must have felt that God had forgotten him and his dreams. There 
was a time when things seemed to have taken a turn for the better when he 
was able to interpret the dreams of two men who had served at Pharaoh’s 
Court but that too ended in disappointment, for he never heard from either 
one of them again (Genesis 40:9-18).                                                           
And then, unexpectedly, as far Joseph was concerned, he heard a knock on 
the door of his prison cell one day and he was told he was needed at 
Pharaoh’s Court (Genesis 41:14). So that is where we pick up the story, for 
God had not forgotten Joseph. Neither had God forgotten Joseph’s dreams. 
God had obviously decided that after thirteen years, Joseph’s training at 
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Potiphar’s home as well as the prison had paid off and that Joseph was now 
ready for the task God had for him. A week before the knock on his prison cell 
door he was not yet ready. Even the day before the knock on his prison cell 
door, he was not completely ready. But then, the day came when he had 
passed all the tests God had prepared for him in order to be able to fulfil his 
God-given task. So that night God gave Pharaoh two dreams, as we can read 
in Genesis 41:1-7                                                                                                           
When two full years had passed, Pharaoh had a dream: He was standing 
by the Nile, when out of the river there came up seven cows, sleek and 
fat, and they grazed among the reeds. After them, seven other cows, 
ugly and gaunt, came up out of the Nile and stood beside those on the 
riverbank. And the cows that were ugly and gaunt ate up the seven 
sleek, fat cows. Then Pharaoh woke up. He fell asleep again and had a 
second dream. Seven heads of grain, healthy and good were growing on 
a single stalk. After them, seven other heads of grain sprouted -  thin 
and scorched by the east wind. The thin heads of grain swallowed up 
the seven healthy, full heads. Then Pharaoh woke up; it had been a 
dream. 

(Pharaoh) “I am so tired this morning. The reason is I had two nightmares last 
night. Not just one, two! And they were dreadful. Of course, I could not sleep 
very well after them anymore. So I just got up and got dressed. And even 
before I had my breakfast I called in my wise men and my magicians because 
I was sure that they would be able to help me understand my dreams. But 
believe it or not, these men could not give me the understanding of my 
dreams (Genesis 41:8). I am thinking of getting rid of them for they are of no 
use to me. They eat all the food from my table and drink my wines. And then 
what is the result? They are of no use whatsoever. What am I to do? May be I 
have to now puzzle it out for myself. Oh, here is my cupbearer. What does he 
want? I don’t want to speak to him. Does he not know that I have had a 
terrible night? And I am not in a good mood because of it. “Yes, cupbearer, 
what is it that you want?... You know about my dreams. And you think you 
know someone who might be able to explain the meaning of these dreams to 
me. He is a Hebrew person whom you met two years ago when you were in 
prison because I had sent you there. And you had a dream and that person 
gave you the meaning of that dream (Genesis 41:9-13). Well, that is a difficult 
decision because you must understand that we Egyptian people look down on 
Hebrew people. But I think I have no choice since there is no one else who 
can interpret these dreams for me. We better have this man come. So, 
please, send for him (Genesis 41:14).”                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Consequently, a messenger from Pharaoh’s Court was sent to the prison 
where Joseph was and knocked on Joseph’s cell door (Genesis 41:14). 

(Joseph) “What time is it? Oh, time again to check on the prisoners. That is 
what I do every day since I have been in this prison. I was not always in this 
prison. I was, in fact, a slave in Potiphar’s home (Genesis 39:1). And I know 
that Potiphar trusted me very much to the point where I thought he might 
consider me a son rather than a slave (Genesis 39:4-6a). But then one day I 
was accused of something which I had not done (Genesis 39:13-19). And 
Potiphar had me thrown in prison (Genesis 39:20). And that is where I am 
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now. Two years ago I had great hope that I would be set free because I met 
Pharaoh’s cupbearer and I was able to interpret his dream for him (Genesis 
40:9-13). I then asked him at that time to speak to the Pharaoh on my behalf 
(Genesis 40:14-15). But I have not heard anything as yet. That was already 
two years ago. So now I am still here in prison and, of course, no one knows 
that I am here. So I expect to he here for the rest of my life. What is that? A 
knocking on my door? Who could that be? I don’t expect anyone to come to 
see me. I better go and check it out for that because that person may not go 
away otherwise. Let me open the door. “Who are you? You have come from 
Pharaoh’s Court? Pharaoh wants to see me? He wants to see me now? 
Please let me change my outfit because I cannot possibly go to Pharaoh in 
my prison outfit (Genesis 41:14).”                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

And so Joseph, after having washed, shaved, and changed his clothing, 
appeared before Pharaoh. 

(Pharaoh) “Are you that Hebrew man named Joseph? You are. I have been 
told you can interpret dreams (Genesis 41:15). You cannot (Genesis 41:16a). 
But your God will give you the interpretation (Genesis 41:16b). Ok, let me 
then tell you my dreams. My first dream was about seven fat cows and seven 
thin cows. And the seven thin cows ate up the seven fat cows (Genesis 41:17-
21). I then woke up, went back to sleep and had another dream. This time I 
saw a stalk with seven healthy heads of grain and a stalk with seven thin 
heads of grain. And the stalk with the seven thin heads of grain swallowed up 
the stalk with the seven healthy heads of grain. What do you think these 
dreams could mean? None of my magicians and wise men could explain 
these dreams to me (Genesis 41:22-24). They are of no use to me so I am 
thinking of getting rid of them.”  

Pharaoh looked expectantly at Joseph, for there was no-one else he could 
turn to. He was not disappointed, for God not only gave Joseph understanding 
of the meaning of the dreams, He gave him understanding how to implement 
them. 

(Joseph) “Pharaoh, God has given me the understanding of your dreams. 
The first dream and the second dream mean both the same. Both dreams 
point to the fact that you will have a seven-year period of fruitful harvest 
followed by a seven-year period of famine (Genesis 41:25-32). And may I 
advise you, Pharaoh, that you put someone in charge who is able to store up 
at the time when you have an abundant harvest so that you will have plenty of 
food for the time of famine (Genesis 41:33).”      

After having listened to Joseph’s explanation of his two dreams, Pharaoh 
understood that in front of him stood a man who was full of knowledge and 
wisdom, despite the fact that he was nothing more than a Hebrew prisoner. 
Pharaoh knew too that Joseph was the one who should be overseeing his 
proposed plan, as we can read in Genesis 41:37-39                                                                                                                          
The plan seemed good to Pharaoh and his officials. So Pharaoh asked 
them, “Can we find anyone like this man, one in whom is the spirit of 
God?” Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, ”Since God has made all this 
known to you, there is no-one so discerning and wise as you. You shall 
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be in charge of my Palace, and all my people are to submit to your 
orders. Only with respect to the throne will I be greater than you.”     

We can see here that Pharaoh recognised and honoured the God that Joseph 
served. We can see here too that God intended Joseph to use all the practical 
skills he had developed when he was in charge of the household of Potiphar, 
as well as the time when he was overseeing everything in prison, so that he 
would now be capable of overseeing the storage of food. 

You, too, may know that God has a specific calling for you but you may not be 
walking in it at present . As a matter of fact, you may be doing something that 
may not seem to be related to what you believe the Lord is calling you to do. If 
that is so, then do not despair. God will use your present training to make you 
ready physically, emotionally, mentally and spiritually. And, at the right time, 
you too will walk in what God has for you.                                                                                                       
Going back to the story of Joseph, after seven years of plenty, the seven 
years of famine started. This period did not just affect Egypt but its 
neighbouring countries (Genesis 41:57). The famine affected even Jacob and 
his family, so one day he told his sons to travel to Egypt to buy grain (Genesis 
42:1-2). With these words, Jacob sent his sons on a path that would end up 
with them all bowing down to Joseph, as we can read in Genesis 42:6,                                                                                                                                           
Now Joseph was governor of the land, the one who sold grain to all its 
people. So when Joseph’s brothers arrived, they bowed down to him 
with their faces to the ground.”                                                     
                                                                                                                                    
(Joseph) “What an amazing few days it has been. It started three days ago. I 
was providing people with grain when a group of men came to me (Genesis 
42:3). When they stood before me, they bowed down to me. The moment I 
saw them, I recognised them. They were none other than my ten brothers 
(Genesis 42:5-6). They had all grown older but I could still recognise them 
(Genesis 42:7). What a moment that was. For, at that very moment, when I 
saw them bow down to me, God reminded me of my dreams (Genesis 42:9). 
The dreams He had given me when I was a young, foolish seventeen-year 
old. I remember that time. I remember their jealousy because my father, or 
rather our father, had given me this special coat (Genesis 37:3). And I wore it 
is front of them. Moreover, I then told my brothers these dream which caused 
them to hate me (Genesis 37:11). And to hate me to the point of selling me to 
merchants (Genesis 37:28). But I now see that God was behind my brother’s 
evil scheme. For he has used my time in Egypt as a slave in Potiphar’s house 
and as a prisoner to train me up and to teach me many Godly things. And I 
now understand that God trained me up so that today I can take care of 
people, including my own family. I know that God has changed my heart. But I 
do not know if God has changed my brothers’ hearts. So I decided to test 
them. I did that by keeping one of my brothers, Simeon, in prison and have 
sent the others on their way back home (Genesis 42:24b). I did listen to some 
of their conversations and, from what I heard, it seems God may have 
somewhat changed their hearts (Genesis 42:21-23). However, I am not quite 
sure at this time.” 

The brothers, except Simeon, travelled back to Jacob and reported everything 
to him, including the fact that Joseph had insisted that their younger brother 
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be brought back with them. Jacob was not willing to let his youngest son 
Benjamin go to Egypt (Genesis 42:29-38). But then, once again, in time, they 
ran out of food and Jacob had no choice but to let them go to Egypt and to let 
Benjamin go with them (Genesis 43:1-13). Once again, they appeared before 
Joseph, this time with their youngest brother (Genesis 43:15). Joseph had his 
staff prepare a special meal for them, and they ate and drank with him in his 
house (Genesis 43:16, 32-34). The next morning, the brothers were sent on 
their way home with as much grain as they could carry. Joseph gave them 
one more test to see if they had changed; he had his special silver cup placed 
in the sack of Benjamin. (Genesis 44:1-3). 

(Joseph) “My brothers have really changed. They came back to me again. 
And this time they did bring back with them my youngest brother (Genesis 
43;15, 29-30). It was amazing for me to see my baby-brother after all these 
years. Of course, I could not let anyone know what was going on the inside of 
me. So I stayed calm and all I did was to invite them for a meal at my home 
(Genesis 43:32-34). And then the next morning, I gave them food again to 
take home with them. But I decided to test them one more time. Simeon was 
released, of course. But I had my steward place my special silver cup in the 
sack of  Benjamin (Genesis 44:1-2). They did not know this, of course. They 
left. After they had gone, I sent my steward after them (Genesis 44:4). And I 
waited. And sure enough, a little while later they all came back with the 
steward. The moment they saw me they all threw themselves on the floor 
(Genesis 44:14). I then demanded that Benjamin stay behind as my slave 
(Genesis 44:17). And then I watched what they would do next. And what I 
watched was a most moving scene for Judah came forward and Judah 
pleaded with me to let Benjamin go. And for him to take Benjamin’s place as 
my slave. He explained to me that they could not go home without their baby-
brother Benjamin for their father would die if Benjamin would not return to him 
since he had already lost one son (Genesis 44:18-34). I then knew that the 
moment had come to reveal to them who I really was; their long-lost brother 
Joseph. So I spoke to them in Hebrew and said to them, “ I am Joseph.” The 
brothers were shocked to hear me speak to them in Hebrew and hear my say 
to them that I am the brother they had sold to merchants on their way to Egypt 
(Genesis 45:1-3). I then told them not to be afraid for, though they had 
planned evil, God had meant it for good. God had meant it so that I could now 
save the family (Genesis 45:4-8). I told them to go back home at once, speak 
to our father, tell him to come and live in Egypt with the whole family (Genesis 
45:9-11). So they have gone back and I am now waiting for their return. But 
this one thing I know; I will see my father again.”   

And so the brothers returned home (Genesis 45:25). Their minds were still 
very much on what had happened in these last few days, in particular that 
they had been reunited with their long-lost brother Joseph (Genesis 45:3). 
Who would have thought that this “Egyptian” ruler, whom they had met some 
time ago when they had gone to Egypt for the first time to buy food, was, in 
fact, their brother Joseph, whom they had sold as a slave to a group of 
merchants all these years ago. God had made them face their sins and they 
knew it.                                                                                                             
And that how it is for us. Sooner or later, God will want us to face anything we 
may have done in the past that has not been made right. This is for our sake, 
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so that we can be forgiven of those things and be set free from any guilt or 
condemnation in relation to those things.                                                                                                                              
As for Joseph’s brothers, when they arrived back in Canaan they told their 
father Jacob that they had seen Joseph (Genesis 45:26). Jacob was stunned 
to hear that news and would not believe them. However, the brothers were 
able to convince him, and so they set off for Egypt, as we can read in Genesis 
46:5-6                                                                                                           
Then Jacob left Beersheba, and Israel’s sons took their father Jacob and 
their children and their wives in the carts that Pharaoh had sent to 
transport him. They also took with them their livestock and the 
possessions they had acquired in Canaan, and Jacob and all his 
offspring went to Egypt. He took with him to Egypt his sons and 
grandsons and his daughters and granddaughters – all his offspring. 
When they arrived in Egypt Joseph went to meet them.  

(Joseph) “Yesterday was the happiest day in my life for a very long time;  I 
saw my father! Not only did I see him, I was able to embrace him. He looks 
old and frail. But he is alive. I have dreamed for a long time about seeing him 
and embracing him. And yesterday that became a reality. And I don’t mind 
telling you that I wept (Genesis 46:28). I had been wanting to weep for a long 
time already but I just could not do so. But yesterday when I held him in my 
arms I could no longer stop these tears from coming down my cheeks. So I 
wept and wept. And that has helped me so much to let go of the pain of the 
past. And now my father is here with me. God is so good for He has given my 
father back to me.”   

Eventually, Jacob died and Joseph’s brothers were once again afraid that 
Joseph would take revenge for all the evil they had done to him. But God had 
done work in the heart and life of Joseph, as we can read in Genesis 50:19-20  
But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. You intended to harm me, but 
God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the 
saving of many lives.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

It had taken Joseph many years to have a full understanding of God’s plan for 
his life. But the day had come when he realised that having been sold as a 
slave had not prevented his God-given dreams of his family bowing down to 
him from happening. On the contrary, God had used the circumstances in his 
life to make these dreams come true. Joseph had finally learned that with God 
nothing is impossible (Luke 1:37) and He will do what He has promised to do. 
But it will happen in His way, His time and for His purpose.                                                                                                                   
Joseph’s story is to encourage us that, just as God had a plan for Joseph, 
which God fulfilled to its smallest detail, likewise, God has a plan for each one 
of us, as we can read in Ephesians 2:10                                                                                                                             
For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good 
works, which God prepared in advance for us to.    

As in the case of Joseph, you may well have to undergo a training program 
specifically for you, to make you ready for what God has for you to do. That 
training program, you believe, may not seem to fit the particular calling God 
has for you. Nevertheless, if you do as Joseph did, and are willing and 
obedient to serve the Lord, wherever that may be, and do whatever He has 
for you to do then, when the time is right, you will walk in the fullness of your 
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calling. And, like Joseph, you will then fully understand that your training was 
absolutely necessary, as preparation for the task God had prepared for you all 
along.                                                 

THE LONG JOURNEY HOME 

Next, we will look at the story of a young Moabite woman named Ruth. A 
famine had broken out in the land of Israel, and a family from Israel, 
consisting of the parents Elimelech and Naomi, and their two sons Mahlon 
and Kilion, had decided to move to Moab in order to survive (Ruth 1:1-2).                                                                        
While there, the two sons of the family married wives from that country. 
Unfortunately, the husband, as well as the two sons died (Ruth 1:3-5). One 
day, Naomi decided to return to Israel, since she had heard that the famine in 
Israel was over. And we can read that in Ruth 1:6-7                                                                                           
When Naomi heard in Moab that the Lord had come to the aid of his 
people by providing food for them, she and her daughters-in-law 
prepared to return home from there. With her two daughters-in-law she 
left the place where she had been living and set out on the road that 
would take them back to the land of Judah.     

(Ruth) “Today I, Ruth, made a decision I never thought I would take; I decided 
to leave my country and my family (Ruth 1:16-17). The reason I have decided 
to do so is because I have decided to go to Israel with my mother-in-law. You 
may wonder how I have a mother-in-law from Israel. You see, my mother-in-
law and her husband and two sons moved to Moab (Ruth 1:1-2), my country 
some years ago when there was a famine in Israel. I married one of the sons 
and so did Orpah (Ruth 1:4). And we lived with Elimelech and Naomi and our 
husbands. But then one day Naomi’s husband died, my husband died and 
then Orpah’s husband died as well (Ruth 1:3-5). We three women continued 
to live together. And then the other week Naomi heard that the famine in 
Israel had come to an end. And she told us she had decided to return to her 
birthplace. Orpah and I decided we would go back with her because we love 
Naomi so very much (Ruth 1:6). She is an amazing mother-in-law. She has 
taught us so much. So this morning we set off for Bethlehem (Ruth 1:7). Half 
way Naomi stopped and urged us, in fact, to go back to our own hometown 
because, she said to us, “My darling daughters-in-law, I love you very much. 
But you are Moabites. And it will be very hard for you to settle in Israel since 
you do not belong to our people. For you do not know anyone and do not 
know what to do. So please return to your own people. Perhaps you will find 
other husbands there (Ruth 1:8-9).” Orpah decided that Naomi was right and 
she went back to her hometown (Ruth 1:14). But I would not leave Naomi and 
I told her so. And I said to her, “ Don’t urge me to leave or go back from you. 
Where you go, I will go. Where you stay, I will stay. Your people will be my 
people. And your God my God (Ruth 1:16).”                                                                                                                                                                                             

Ruth had had a heart change during the time she stayed with Naomi in her 
home. Before marrying Naomi’s son, she had worshipped pagan gods, but 
since entering Naomi’s household she had adopted Naomi’s God as her God 
and, over the years, she had begun to realise that Naomi’s God was the true 
God, and that any other god was a false god. Therefore, when this moment of 
decision arrived in her life, she knew that it was not just a case of her 
returning to her parental home, it was a case of her returning to her parental 
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god. And she knew she could no longer worship their god for he was a false 
god. God had been at work in the heart and life of this young woman for He 
had a plan and a purpose for her life beyond what she had any knowledge of. 
But it required of her a willingness to follow Him wherever He would lead, 
including following Naomi to a foreign country to be with a people she had 
never met (Ruth 1:6-70. This would mean too that she, very likely, would 
never return to her own people. However, Ruth was determined to stay with 
Naomi (Ruth 1:16-17). And Naomi realised it so she stopped urging her to 
return and together they travelled on to Bethlehem (Ruth 1:18-19).  

(Ruth) “It has been quite a challenge for me to get settled in Bethlehem for I 
am a total stranger. I don’t know anyone, apart from Naomi. And I don’t know 
how things function here. But I made a promise to God that I would live here 
with Naomi and I aim to fulfil my promise (Ruth 1:17).  Today I decided to go 
to a field and walk behind the harvesters to collect the grain that they had not 
picked up because that would mean Naomi and I would have some food 
(Ruth 2:2). At the end of the day, Boaz, the landowner of that particular field 
came to me. And he spoke to me. And he told me to return to the same field 
tomorrow and not to go to another field (Ruth 2:8-9). Was that not kind of 
him? So I thanked him in particular because I am a foreigner (Ruth 2:10). He 
replied that he knew about me. And he knew about the fact that I had 
especially come to live in Bethlehem so that I could take care of my mother-in-
law Naomi (Ruth 2:11-12). I thought, “May be God has sent me to his field.” 
When I came back that evening I told Naomi in whose field I had worked. She 
said, “That is so wonderful for Boaz is a distant relative of my deceased 
husband (Ruth 2:19-20).” I really believe that God has led me to go to his field 
and I will definitely go back there tomorrow.”   

Naomi knew too that Ruth needed to be taken care of beyond what she was 
able to do for her, since she was already old, so Naomi gave Ruth a set of 
instructions, in accordance with Jewish Traditions, in relation to Boaz (Ruth 
3:1-4). Ruth followed these instructions carefully. And, as a consequence, 
Boaz promised Ruth that he would take care of her if another relative was not 
willing to do so (Ruth 3:6-13). Boaz kept his promise and married Ruth (Ruth 
4:9-10).                                                                                                       

(Ruth) “God is so good. Having led me to work in the field of Boaz,God then 
worked in the heart of Boaz to take care of me if no-one else was able or 
willing to do so (Ruth 3:10-13). And he has done that by marrying me. And 
now God has blessed us with a healthy son. Can you imagine, me, a widow 
from Moab, I have now been given a home, a husband and a son (Ruth 4:13-
15). God be praised!”    

God had blessed Ruth with a son, and a grandson for Naomi (Ruth 4:16). Of 
course, they did not know that this child would one day have a grandson who 
would become king over Israel, as we can read in Matthew 1:5-6a               
…... Boaz the father of Obed, whose mother was Ruth, Obed the father 
of Jesse, and Jesse the father of David…  

 

 



 16 

Moreover, Obed and Ruth are included in the genealogy of Jesus, as we can 
read in Matthew 1:16                                                                                                                                   
And Jacob the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary, of whom was 
born Jesus, who is called Christ.                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Almighty God, the Creator of the Universe, had chosen a young Moabite 
woman to be rescued out of spiritual darkness, by allowing her to be married 
into a Jewish family. He had then brought her to live among His chosen 
people. He next gave her favour with His people, gave her a new husband 
from among His chosen people, and gave her a son who would be the 
grandfather of king David, out of whose line would be born Joseph, the 
husband of Mary who would give birth to the Saviour of the world. 

Just as we have seen God at work in the life of this young Moabite woman, 
who was not even one of His chosen people, so God has chosen each one of 
us to shine for Him in this world. All He asks is that we love Him, trust Him, 
and obey Him in everything that He asks us to do, just as Ruth did. What He 
has for us to do will be different from Ruth’s task, but it will be as important to 
Him because each one of us is important to Him.                                                                                                                                           
And just as God used Ruth’s circumstances in her life to bring her closer to 
Him, so He wants to use our circumstances in our lives to bring us closer to 
Him. All we need to do is to step out in faith and do all that God has for us to 
do, trusting Him to help each one of us every step of the way, because of His 
great love for us. 

ONE SLING SHOT WILL DO 

Our next story is about a young shepherd boy named David. One of the 
enemies of Israel was a people named the Philistines. The reason God had 
allowed this enemy to attack Israel was because God wanted them to know 
that they were His people, and that their army was the army of the God of 
Israel (Judges 3:1-4). No other nation was known as God’s chosen people, 
and no other army was known as the army of the God of Israel. Their 
enemies, including the Philistines, knew that the Israelites served a mighty 
God, and that their army was not just an ordinary army, but an extraordinary 
army because of the God they served. Consequently, the Philistines had 
stopped invading Israel for a period of time (I Samuel 7:13).  

However, one day they decided to attack Israel once again. But they wanted 
to be certain that they would win the battle, so they devised a plan whereby 
the Israelite army would forget that they were the army of God, and would, 
therefore, not rely on the power of God to help them fight the battle. The plan 
of the Philistines came in the form of a giant named Goliath. And he truly was 
a giant, for he was over nine feet tall. His height was sufficient to make the 
Israelite army feel defeated (I Samuel 17:1-7). But it was not just his height 
that caused them to forget who they really were, it was his voice as well, for 
his voice was very loud, as we can know from I Samuel 17:8-10                           
Goliath stood and shouted to the ranks of Israel, “Why do you come out 
and line up for battle? Am I not a Philistine, and are you not the servants 
of Saul? Choose a man and have him come down to me. If he is able to 
fight and kill me, we will become your subjects; but if I overcome him 
and kill him, you will become our subjects and serve us.”  
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The Israelite army had heard his shouts every morning since they had 
gathered for battle. Each morning, the message had been the same; he called 
them the servants of Saul and challenged them to a battle. Perhaps, for the 
first few days, they may have questioned his remark, for they knew they were 
not the servants of Saul; they were the servants of the God of Israel. But then, 
as time went on, doubt had begun to set in, and they had begun to believe 
that he may have been right after all, and that they were just servants of Saul, 
for they knew no-one among them who could fight this giant. He was just too 
tall, too strong, and too loud. But God had seen the situation and God knew 
He needed to step in to remind His army who they really were; the army of the 
God of Israel. And so God sent them help in the form of a young shepherd 
boy named David. 

(David) “Have you ever seen a giant? I had never seen one until today. And 
that is not so surprising because I am a shepherd boy (I Samuel 17:15). And 
that means I am usually with sheep rather than with people. But today my 
father spoke to me and told me to go and see some of my brothers who are in 
the army as soldiers. He told me that he wanted me to bring them some food. 
And at the same time I should find out how they are doing (I Samuel 17:17-
19). So I left early in the morning and it took me a while before I found them. 
Now my father had said to me that I should be careful because the army was 
in battle with the Philistine army and they had a giant among them. By the 
time I arrived at the battle scene both sides had put themselves in position (I 
Samuel 17:20-21). That is when I got to see this giant whose name is Goliath. 
I did not only get to see him, I got to hear him for he shouted at the army (I 
Samuel 17:23). To my shock and horror the Israelite army ran away from him 
(I Samuel 17:24). Don’t they know who this giant is? He may be a giant. But 
he is only an uncircumcised giant (I Samuel 17:26). And I knew that God 
would make sure that he would be defeated. So I went to the king and I told 
him that I would fight this giant for God would surely help me to kill him (I 
Samuel 17:32). Now, I am not a soldier. As I already said, I am simply a 
shepherd boy. So I do not know how to use ordinary weaponry. But I know 
how to use a sling and a stone. I told the king as well that God had helped me 
to protect my sheep from a lion and a bear (I Samuel 17:34-35). So, definitely, 
God would help me this time to get rid of this giant Goliath for them. After I 
had spoken to the king, I then went to look for some stones. And once I found 
them, I went quickly onto the field (I Samuel 17:40). And this is what I said to 
Goliath.                                                                                                         
“You come against me with sword and spear and javelin, but I come 
against you in the name of the Lord Almighty, the God of the armies of 
Israel, whom you have defied. This day the Lord will hand you over to 
me and I’ll strike you down and cut off your head. Today, I will give the 
carcasses of the Philistine army to the birds of the air and the beasts of 
the earth, and the whole world will know that there is a God in Israel. All 
those gathered will know that it is not by sword or spear that the Lord 
saves; for the battle is the Lord’s and He will give all of you into our 
hands (I Samuel 17:45-47).”                                                                                                                                                             

(David) “As soon as I had spoken these words, I ran towards him and pulled 
my sling (I Samuel 17:48). And God directed my stone so that it hit the giant 
right in his forehead and he fell face down (I Samuel 17:49). I then ran 
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towards him, took his sword and cut off his head with his sword (I Samuel 
17:51). That so encouraged my brothers and the other soldiers that they right 
away began to pursue the Philistine army. And they destroyed them (I Samuel 
17:52-53). That’s when they once again knew that they are the army of the 
God of Israel.”   

This is such a great story. But it is not just a great story, it is a story we can 
learn so much from. After all, we, as believers, are part of the army of God 
and we too may feel so defeated at times by the challenges we face on a daily 
basis, so that we may forget who we are and forget to rely on God’s power to 
help us be victorious in our battles. Now, we know that our battles are not 
physical battles, as was the case with David and with the Israelite army. Our 
battles are spiritual battles and we will need spiritual weaponry in order to be 
victorious, as is described for us in Ephesians 6:10-17                                                                                                                    
Finally, be strong in the Lord and in His mighty power. Put on the full 
armour of God so that you can take your stand against the devil’s 
schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against 
the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world 
and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. Therefore, 
put on the full armour of God so that when the day of evil comes, you 
may be able to stand your ground and, after you have done everything, 
to stand. Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your 
waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, and with your feet 
fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. In 
addition to all this, take up the shield of faith with which you can 
extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of 
salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word God.                                                                                                                                                                              

Our weapon against the enemy is the sword of the Spirit, or the word of God, 
as we can read in Hebrews 4:12                                                                    
For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged 
sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; 
it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. 

Moreover, as believers, we need to make sure that we are dressed in the 
armour of God to protect us against the onslaughts of the enemy. The first 
piece of the armour is the belt of truth. This refers to Jesus being the Truth 
(John 14:6). The next piece of this armour is the breastplate of righteousness. 
This speaks of the fact that as believers we are righteous in Christ (II 
Corinthians 5:21).  Then Paul mentions that our feet are to be fitted with the 
readiness that comes from the gospel of peace.                                                   
Of course, we know that Jesus says, “My peace I give you." (John 14:27).                                                                                              
He is Himself our peace. (Ephesians 2:14).                                                                                                                                               
Thereafter, we are to take up the shield of faith. (II Corinthians 5: 7).                                             
And then we must not forget to take the helmet of salvation for                                                               
God did not appoint us to wrath but to receive salvation through our 
Lord Jesus Christ (I Thessalonians 5:9).   

As believers, we need to remember that God’s power to overcome the enemy 
is available to us twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week. All we need to 
do is to be obedient to God, be dressed in the armour of God, and use the 
sword of the Spirit to defeat the enemy. Jesus used the Sword of the Spirit 
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and the Word of God to defeat satan when satan attacked Him in the desert 
(Luke 4:1-13). We must learn to use the same method that Jesus used when 
attacked by the enemy, so we too will be victorious against our enemy, just as 
David was against Goliath. God wants us to know that, no matter the kind of 
battle we face, God will enable us to be victorious. All we need to do is to use 
the weaponry He has given us. This weaponry may not look powerful in the 
eyes of the world but it is powerful in God’s eyes, as we can read                                                                 
in II Corinthians 10:3-5                                                                                                                                                       
For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. 
The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the 
contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. We demolish 
arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the 
knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it 
obedient to Christ.  

In this way we will be triumphant over our enemy and God will receive the 
glory He so richly deserves. 

ONLY A LITTLE FLOUR AND OIL 

The next story we are going to look at is that of the prophet Elijah and the 
widow of Zarephath. The nation of Israel has had many kings. One of them 
was a king named Ahab. Unfortunately, he was a very evil king, for he 
worshipped a false god Baal and led his people to worship this false god (I 
Kings 16:32). God was very angry with Ahab and sent the prophet Elijah to 
him, with a message that there was going to be a drought in the land as a 
punishment (I Kings 17:1). No doubt, that would have caused the king to have 
become very angry with the prophet, so God sent him to a safe place where 
he could hide, and drink from a brook as well (I Kings 17:2-6). But then one 
day the brook dried up and God did not miraculously fill up the brook (I Kings 
17:7). What was the prophet to do, since it was not his fault that there was a 
drought in the land? He had only been the one who had foretold the drought, 
but he had not been the cause of it. Let us now read how God provided for the 
prophet in I Kings 17:8-9                                                                                   
Then the word of the Lord came to him: “Go at once to Zarephath in the 
region of Sidon and stay there. I have directed a widow there to supply 
you with food.”                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

(Elijah) “I am a little tired and that is no wonder for today I have walked all the 
way from the Kerith Ravine to Zarephath where I am now (I Kings 17:10a). 
The reason I am in Zarephath is was directed by God to do so. You see, I 
stayed in the Kerith Ravine because God had sent me there as a safe place (I 
Kings 17:2-3).  Before that, He had told me to go to king Ahab for king Ahab is 
an evil king who has made the people worship the false god Baal. And God is 
very angry with king Ahab. So He sent me to him to tell him that there is going 
to be a national drought (I Kings 17:1). You can imagine that the king became 
very angry with me. So God, in His kindness, made sure I was in a safe place. 
And He provided water for me at the same time. But then the brook finally 
dried up and God did not fill up the brook with water. But He told me to go to 
Zarephath where, He told me, He had prepared a widow for me to take care 
of me (I Kings 17:9). So I arrived in Zarephath just outside the city gate. And I 
did see a widow there. I decided that I would ask her if she could provide me 
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with something to eat and to drink (I Kings 17:10-11). And I have to say, her 
answer was not very encouraging. For she told me she was just gathering 
some sticks and then start a little fire so that she could prepare a final meal for 
herself and her son. It sounded like she planned to die (I Kings 17:12). But 
God had promised that He would have a widow ready for me to take care of 
me while the drought would last. So I spoke to her and I said, “Would you 
mind very much if you prepare a cake for me first before you prepare 
something for yourself and your son (I Kings 17:13)?” I know that may have 
sounded very selfish. But you see, I knew that my God would provide a 
miracle for her; He promised that He would provide food for the period that the 
drought would last (I Kings 17:14). That’s why I asked her to provide 
something for me first. The widow may well have known that I was the 
prophet who had declared that there was going to be a drought and that was 
indeed happening. So she may, therefore, have decided to believe me and to 
prepare something for me. For she did. She went home and  baked a small 
cake (I Kings 17:15a). And after she had done so, there was still food left for 
her and her son. When she then realised that the food was actually more than 
she had originally anticipated, she invited me to stay with her (I Kings 17:15b-
16).”                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Unfortunately, sometime later, disaster struck the home of the widow, for her 
son became ill and died. And the widow blamed the prophet for his death                                               
as we can read in I Kings 17:18                                                                                                                                         
She said to Elijah, “What do you have against me, man of God? Did you 
come to remind me of my sin and kill my son?” 

The widow believed that the prophet was responsible for the death of her son. 
It seemed she had forgotten that, without the prophet’s intervention, she and 
her boy would have died some time ago already. But we cannot blame her for 
her emotional outburst because God had promised they would live through 
this drought, and it seemed He had not kept His promise. So who better to 
blame than the one who represented Him: the prophet? How did Elijah 
respond to her words? Did he get upset with her and walk out of the house, 
telling her he would have nothing to do with her anymore, for she was an 
ungrateful woman who had completely forgotten what he had done for her? 
Thankfully that is not what happened (I Kings 17:19-21).                                                                                                                  

(Elijah) “What a situation God put me in today. It is not always easy to be a 
prophet of God. You see, some time ago God told me to go to king Ahab and 
tell him there was going to be a national drought because of his disobedience 
(I Kings 17:1). And I did. And God then sent me on to the Kerith Ravine where 
I stayed and where He protected me (I Kings 17:3). Then when the water 
dried up He sent me to the widow in Zarephath (I Kings 17:8-9). And He 
promised that He would provide us with food and water ( Kings 17:14-16).  
And He has been faithful to His promise. But then today the widow’s son died 
(I Kings 17:17). And the widow blamed me for his death (I Kings 17:18). But I 
am not responsible for his death. After all, I am only a human being. And 
death and life are in the hands of God (Psalm 139:16). So I did tell God what I 
thought of the situation (I Kings 17:20). But then I decided I better change my 
tune and ask God to give the boy back his life (I Kings 17:20) for He is a good 
God. And thankfully, God answered my prayer. And the boy’s life was 
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returned to him (I Kings 17:22). Once the boy had received back his life, I 
brought him back to his mother who was extremely thankful (I Kings 17:23). 
And now I understand why this happened. Because it taught the woman that I 
am truly a prophet of God and that the word of God through my mouth is the 
truth (I Kings 17:24).”                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

God selected this widow, who was not even a widow in Israel, to take care of 
His prophet (I Kings 17:8-9). This proves that He knew who she was, knew 
where she lived, and knew her circumstances. And yet, He chose her for this 
special task. His prophet needed a safe place to stay where he could rest and 
where he would be fed. We may have expected God to choose someone who 
would have been more able to take care of Elijah. But God did not, for He 
knew that He would multiply the little that this widow had so that it would be 
enough for her, her son and Elijah to last for the time they would need it (I 
Kings 17:14-16).  

We may feel that we are somewhat like this widow, for no one knows us, 
knows where we live, nor do they know our difficult circumstances. But the 
truth is that God knows us, knows where we live, and knows our 
circumstances. And just as God chose to use this widow, so God wants to use 
each one of us. And just as God used the little she had, and multiplied it in her 
life, so He will use the little that we have as we give it to Him. And He will 
multiply it in our lives. We may say, “Well, I don’t even have what she had for I 
do not have any flour or oil.” But we have something to give to God for God to 
multiply in our lives for the benefit of others. We can show kindness to 
someone who may not deserve it, can’t we? Or we can give forgiveness to 
someone who has hurt us, can’t we? These are some of the things God is 
looking for us to give away so He can multiply them in our lives for the sake of 
others. And as we give from our heart more shall be given to us so we will 
have even more to give away. Jesus teaches us these things in Luke 6:27-38. 
These verses start with the following, in verses 27-28                                                                                                                                                                                     
“But I tell you who hear me, “Love your enemies, do good to those who 
hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who ill-treat you.”  

Jesus ends with the following words, in verses 36-38 of that same chapter      
“Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. Do not judge and you will 
not be judged. Do not condemn and you will not be condemned. Forgive 
and you will be forgiven. Give and it will be given to you. A good 
measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be 
poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured 
to you.”  

The widow gave what she had and, because of it, she and her son lived. 
Likewise, God will cause us to truly come alive in Him when we are willing to 
give whatever we have, be it in the form of kindness, love, mercy, forgiveness 
to those who may not deserve it. And if we do these things we will experience 
His Joy, His Peace and His very Presence in a way that we may not have 
known before. 

THE RUNAWAY PROPHET 

We will continue to look at the prophet Elijah for he was a very bold person 
and had done some amazing things. Yet James seems to think that our 
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prayers can be as effective as the prayers of Elijah, as we can read in James 
5:16-17                                                                                                   
“Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other that 
you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and 
effective. Elijah was a man just like us. He prayed earnestly that it would 
not rain and it did not rain on the land for three and a half years. Again 
he prayed, and the heavens gave rain and the earth produced its crop.” 

Here, James makes a very interesting statement, “Elijah was a man like 
us…”  Now to be honest, I don’t think we really believe these words, do we? 
After all, we may well have prayed that the rain would stop, but that does not 
mean our prayer was answered at that time. And we certainly have never 
prayed for the rain to stop for three years, and then to pray again for the rain 
to start, and for the heavens to respond by pouring out rain. So, I think that 
deep in our hearts, anyone of us will think, “Excuse me James, Elijah might be 
like you but, after all, you were the half-brother of Jesus and that made you a 
special person. But James, you do not know me. I am just an ordinary person. 
I try to hold on to my faith, yet there are many times when I doubt God and 
struggle with issues in my life, for I know that I am not supposed to behave in 
the way that I do, and yet I continue to do these very things I am not 
supposed to. So how can you possibly tell me that Elijah was just like me…?”  

If James could know what we might be thinking, he might well suggest that we 
study the life of Elijah, to see whether or not he was right. So let us do that. As 
we have already learned from the previous story about Elijah, God had sent 
Elijah to king Ahab to tell him that there was going to be a drought throughout 
the land of Israel (I Kings 17:1). God had then sent the prophet to a safe place 
to protect Elijah from the king’s fury (I Kings 17:2-6). After some time God had 
sent the prophet to a widow in Zarephath (I Kings 17:8-9). There, he had told 
this widow that, while the drought lasted, God would miraculously provide 
food for her, her son, and for him. And God did exactly what Elijah had 
promised He would do (I Kings 17:14-16)). This showed that the prophet had 
great faith and we may well think that our faith will never match his kind of 
faith. Moreover, we may well want to say to James, “James have you 
forgotten what the prophet did next?  

In case you have forgotten, James, let us remind you of it, for it surely shows 
the great faith of this prophet. It is the story of the end of the drought. You do 
remember that story, don’t you James? It began when God sent the prophet 
back to king Ahab (I Kings 18:1-2).” 

(Elijah) “Yes, it is true, I once again met king Ahab (I Kings 18:16-17). I met 
him three years ago when I told him that there was going to be a drought for a 
season (I Kings 17:1). That is exactly what happened. And God told me to go 
back to him and this time I was to tell him to gather all the people from Israel 
at Mount Carmel. I told him as well that he was to gather the four hundred and 
fifty prophets of Baal and the four hundred prophets of Asherah at the same 
mountain (I Kings 18:19-20). Once everyone was gathered, I told the people 
to get two bulls. And these bulls were to be sacrificed. One was to be 
sacrificed by the prophets of Baal and one was to be sacrificed by me (I Kings 
18:22-23). I told the prophets of Baal to sacrifice their bull first because there 
were so many of them. So that’s what they did. They cut the bull into pieces. 
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However, I told them that they were to cry out to their god but they were not to 
light the fire (I Kings 18:24). So they began to shout to their god from morning 
till noon (I Kings 18:26). They shouted louder and louder but their god 
remained silent. So I told them, “Shout even louder. Perhaps your god is busy 
or travelling or sleeping even and needs to be awakened (I Kings 18:27). 
That’s what they did. More than that, they began to even slash themselves 
with swords and spears (I Kings 18:28). But nothing happened. Their god 
remained silent (I Kings 18:29). When evening came I began to prepare an 
altar (I Kings 18:30). I then put wood on it. Cut the bull. Put the pieces of the 
bull on top of the altar. And I then told the people to pour water over the altar, 
not one time but three times. So the altar was completely drenched (I Kings 
18:31-35). Then I prayed and this is what I prayed,                                                                                                                 
“Lord, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel, let it be known today that 
You are God in Israel and that I am Your servant and have done all these 
things at Your command. Answer me, Lord, answer me, so that these 
people will know that You, Lord, are God, and that You are turning their 
hearts back again( I Kings 18:36-37).” 

(Elijah) “And God heard my prayer and answered by sending fire that 
swallowed up the bull, the stones, the soil and even the water. The wood, of 
course was swallowed up as well (I Kings 18:38). Then the people cried out. 
They fell on their knees and they all cried out, “The Lord- He is God (I Kings 
18:39).” It was clear that the prophets of Baal were false prophets. So I had 
them killed off (I Kings 18:40). It was then time for the rain to come so I said to 
king Ahab, “Please, it is time for you to go home. Get into your carriage 
because rain is coming.” It is true, there was not a cloud in the sky at that 
moment. But I began to intercede for I knew God would send the rain. So I 
prayed and sent my servant to have a look at the sky. He came back the first 
time and told me, “There is not a cloud in the sky (I Kings 18:43a).” But I 
continued to pray and sent him back again. And finally he saw a little cloud in 
the sky (I Kings 18:43b). It was not much but it was sufficient evidence that 
rain was on its way. By that time I had I had sent him back seven times (I 
Kings 18:44a). Then I knew it was time for me to go home too. So I began to 
run and God gave me this great power so that I was able to even outrun king 
Ahab who was in his carriage on his way to his palace (I Kings 18:44b-46).” 

It had been quite a day for Elijah. He had shown himself to be a true prophet 
of God, full of faith and power. Nothing and no-one had been able to stand in 
his way (I kings 18:40). No doubt, he planned to have a good dinner followed 
by a good night’s sleep. We may well want to say to James, “See, James, 
how can you compare us to Elijah? Look what that man did in just one day. 
None of us will ever be able to do these things. Surely, James, this must 
prove that you cannot compare anyone of us to Elijah.”                                                                                                                                                   
If James were here, he would just smile and tell us to study the next story of 
Elijah. Very likely, that story began the same evening Elijah had enjoyed a 
good dinner and was about to retire for the night, for he was very tired. And no 
wonder, it had been a very eventful day. But he had then received a note from 
the Palace, as we can read in I Kings 19:1-2                                                                                                              
Now Ahab had told Jezebel everything Elijah had done and how he had 
killed all the prophets with the sword. So Jezebel sent a messenger to 
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Elijah to say, “May the gods deal with me, be it ever so severely, if by 
this time tomorrow I do not make your life like that of one of them.” 

On his return to the Palace, King Ahab had told his wife Jezebel everything 
that had happened. No doubt, she had flown into a rage after she had heard 
that all the prophets of Baal had been killed off, since she was a worshipper of 
Baal. And it was through her that king Ahab and the people of Israel had 
begun to worship Baal, instead of the God of Israel. Now, her prophets had 
been killed off by the prophet Elijah. It was time for revenge, and she knew 
exactly what she was going to do; she was going to send a threatening 
message to this prophet who dared to do what no man had ever done in this 
nation, including her own husband; kill off the prophets of Baal. Having sent 
her message to the prophet, she felt much better and was ready for a good 
night’s sleep, for the next day would be a much better day for her, with the 
removal of the prophet Elijah. As for Elijah, we would expect him to simply 
dismiss queen Jezebel’s message as pure nonsense. After all, had he not 
shown the people, including king Ahab, that the God of Israel was the true 
God, and that Baal was nothing more than a false god who was not to be 
feared? It is true, of course, that Elijah had never dealt with queen Jezebel 
before, only with her husband king Ahab. But even that should not stop him 
from realising that her message was only an empty threat, and was nothing to 
worry about, or was it?  

(Elijah) “I have been away for a while. In fact, I have been away for over forty 
days (I Kings 19:8). I did not plan to go on this trip but it really happened 
because I received a message from queen Jezebel the day that I had all the 
prophets of Baal killed off (I Kings 18:40). When I received her message I 
became very afraid (I Kings 19:3a). So I had a very restless night. And early in 
the morning, I left home.  In fact, I ran for my life. I fled to the desert and when 
I got there I told God that I wanted to die (I Kings 19:3b-4). I was so tired, I 
went to sleep because what else could I do ( I Kings 19:5a)? But then, while I 
was sleeping, an angel woke me. And he told me to have something to eat (I 
Kings 19:5b). So I did. I then went back to sleep because what else was there 
to do? However, the angel woke me up again and told me to eat some more (I 
Kings 19:7). So I had a little bit more food. And I must say, I felt a little better 
after having eaten more food. I then got up and that is when I had my forty 
days of travelling. By the time I finished my travelling I had arrived at Mount 
Horeb (I Kings 19:8). That is where I met God. And He spoke to me. He asked 
me what I was doing there (I Kings 19:9-13). To be honest, I did not know 
what I was doing there. I only knew that I was the only prophet left in the land 
and that everyone was out to kill me so I told God ( I Kings 19:10, 14). I have 
to say, God did not take notice of my complaints. All He did was to tell me 
where I was to go and what I had to do (I Kings 19:15-16). And he told me as 
well that there were seven thousand more people who still  worshipped Him (I 
Kings 19:18). I am, apparently, not the only one in Israel who is obedient to 
Him.”  

The journey Elijah had been on had been of his own choice, and was not part 
of God’s plan for him. Therefore, he needed to go back where he had come 
from, and he could then fulfil the assignments God had for him (I Kings 19:15-
17). God had not yet finished with him. There was still work for him to do, 
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regardless what the prophet may have thought or wanted. Furthermore, God 
corrected Elijah, by telling him that there were still seven thousand people left 
in Israel who worshipped Him (I Kings 19:18).                                                                                                                                                    
So what do these chapters tell us about Elijah? They tell us that at times 
Elijah had great faith and at such times he displayed great boldness (I Kings 
18:40). Yet, at other times he displayed great fear, suffered depression, and 
even became suicidal (I Kings 19:4). What may have been the reasons for his 
sudden fear, his sudden depression? Let’s look at a few reasons. 

Number one, it could be that as part of his personality, he was possibly 
inclined to overreact at times to situations, as we have seen him do a few 
times (I Kings 18:22; I Kings 19:10; I kings 19:14).                                                                                                                                                                          

Number two, after his victories at Mount Carmel, he may have been very tired 
that day (I Kings 18:36-40). His tiredness would not just have been physical 
tiredness, but emotional and mental tiredness too. He may well have needed 
to take some time off. Even prophets of God are still human beings, who are 
in need of sufficient food and rest, like the rest of us, and Elijah may not have 
realised these things. 

Number three, the enemy would have been very angry and would have 
prepared a counter attack. It seems Elijah was not quite prepared for that to 
happen. Therefore, he was very vulnerable and completely broke down when 
the counter attack came, in the form of a note from queen Jezebel (I Kings 
19:2-4) 

Looking at these things, perhaps we can now all agree with the words of 
James, “Elijah was a man just like us” for, at times, we too may display 
great faith and great boldness while, at other times, we may feel afraid, feel 
depressed, and perhaps even become so depressed about life and its 
challenges that we would rather be in heaven with Jesus than continue on in 
this life.                                                                                                          
Like Elijah, we may need to consider the reasons for our depression, and our 
bouts of fear. Firstly, they might be because have a personality that makes us 
inclined to overreact  at times. If that is the case, then we need to ask God to 
help us change in that area. Secondly, we must make sure that we take 
sufficient rest and eat properly. Thirdly, we must be aware that we too have 
an enemy who will want to launch a counter attack any time we have been 
victorious in our walk with God. Peter says that so clearly in I Peter 5:8-9   
“Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a 
roaring lion seeking whom he may devour. Resist him, standing firm in 
the faith…“  

As for the assignments God had given to Elijah, most probably we will never 
be called to stop the rain for three years. But, like Elijah, we may be called to 
fulfil the assignments God has for us, whatever they may be. And we can trust 
God to answer our prayers for, as believers, we are righteous in God’s eyes, 
because we are clothed with the righteousness of God in Christ, as Paul 
writes in II Corinthians 5:21                                                                                                                                                         
God made Him who had no sin to become sin for us , so that in Him we 
might become the righteousness of God.  



 26 

So, having had a closer look at Elijah’s life, I believe, we can now at least 
begin to agree with James that, yes, Elijah was a man just like us…. 

 

AN INSTRUMENT FOR HEALING 

Our next story takes us to a country called Aram. The army of this country 
was commanded by a man named Naaman. He was greatly respected by the 
king of Aram. However, he had a serious problem, as we can read in II Kings 
5:1                                                                                                                
Now Naaman was commander of the army of the king of Aram. He was a 
great man in the sight of his master and highly regarded because 
through him the Lord had given victory to Aram. He was a valiant 
soldier, but he had leprosy. 

No doubt, Naaman would have been to every doctor in the land, but to no 
avail. All the treatments he had received up till then had possibly only made 
the situation worse, rather than better. What was he to do? It did look like the 
situation was totally hopeless, but then God stepped in and provided help. 
However, the help He provided came in a way that Naaman would never have 
expected. Let’s read II Kings 5:2-3                                                                                                                                          
Now bands of Aram had gone out and had taken captive a young girl 
from Israel and she served Naaman’s wife. She said to her mistress, “If 
only my master would see the prophet who is in Samaria. He would cure 
him of his leprosy.” 

(The young servant girl) “I am very worried about my master Naaman for he 
is very ill with leprosy (II Kings 5:1). He has been to every doctor in the land. 
He has tried every potion that has been offered to him.  But he has only 
gotten worse rather than better. I wish I could help him but I am only a young 
servant girl. So what can I do for him? I was not always a servant girl. In fact, I 
am not from this nation. I am from the nation Israel where I lived with my 
family, with my mother and father and brothers and sisters. But then one day 
soldiers from the nation Aram came to our town. I tried to hide from them but 
they found me and took me to their nation (II Kings 5:2). That is why I am 
here. Of course, I miss my family very much. And I used to cry every night 
before going to sleep. I no longer do that. But I still ask God if one day He will 
bring me back to my family. Yet, I sense that God is with me, even in Aram 
because He has provided me with a good and kind master. But now my 
master is so ill. So he is getting very depressed and so is his wife. I actually 
do know of someone who can help him. Maybe I should speak to my mistress 
and ask her to speak to her husband (II Kings 5:3). Perhaps she can 
persuade him to go to Samaria for that is where the prophet Elisha lives. And 
he can surely heal my master.”                                                                  
Naaman was quite reluctant to take the advice of a young servant girl in his 
household. However, he knew that he was in a desperate situation for, so far, 
no-one else had been able to cure him of his leprosy, so he began to make 
preparations for his trip to Samaria.                                                                                                                    
(Naaman) “I may be a mighty soldier but I am in dire straits. And I know it for I 
am a very sick man (II Kings 5:1). That is why I decided to listen to the advice 
of this young servant girl in my household (II Kings 5:3). Normally speaking I 
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would not ever bother to listen to her advice for what advice could she give 
me. After all, I am the commander of the army of Aram. And I am in high 
regard with everyone in the land, including the king (II Kings 5:1). But then, 
these are not normal days so I decided to listen to her advice and go to the 
prophet in Samaria. So I went to the king, asked him for some time off (II 
Kings 5:4). And he was very pleased to give it to me. He even wrote a letter 
for me to give to the king of Israel (II Kings 5:5). So tomorrow I will set off on 
my journey, go to the king of Israel and present the letter to him (II Kings 5:6).”                                                                                                                             

When the king of Israel received the letter he was very upset, for he knew he 
would not be able to cure Naaman of his leprosy (II Kings 5:7). Thankfully, the 
prophet Elisha heard of the king’s predicament and sent him a message 
telling him to send Naaman to him (II Kings 5:8). So Naaman travelled to the 
house of the prophet (II Kings 5:9). When he arrived, the prophet sent his 
servant to him, as we can read in II Kings 5:10                                                                                                                                         
Elisha sent a messenger to say to him, “Go, wash yourself seven times 
in the Jordan, and your flesh will be restored and you will be cleansed.” 

(Naaman) “I was furious when I received that message. Did the prophet not 
know who I am? That I am the commander of the army of Aram? And that I 
am very well respected in my nation, including the king? How dare he just 
sent his servant with a message. He should have come out of the house 
himself and perform his own brand of magic to bring me healing (II Kings 
5:11). On top of that the servant told me to wash in the river Jordan. If I have 
to wash in a river, I might as well go back home and wash in one of the rivers 
back home. For the rivers back home are much better than the river Jordan (II 
Kings 5:12). Moreover, I was told to dip into the river not just one time but to 
dip into the river seven times. How ridiculous (II Kings 5:10)! I was ready to go 
back home. But then my servants pleaded with me and said to me, “Please, 
father, it is not too difficult to do (II Kings 5:13).” So for their sake, we set off 
for the river Jordan. And I went into the water and I dipped into the water for 
the first time. I expected a change. But there was no change. I dipped into the 
water a second time. I came up out of the water. Still no change. I dipped into 
the water the third time. Still no change. I was ready to give up and tell my 
servants, “This prophet is a false prophet. He has now power to change 
things.” But for their sake, I did not say anything. And I dipped into the water a 
fourth time. By this time I no longer expected to see any change. And I was 
right for I was still as leprous as ever after I came out of the water for the 
fourth time. I really wanted to give up but my servants pleaded with me and 
said, “Please, father, only three more times.” So for their sake, I dipped into 
the water a fifth time. No change. A sixth time. No change. A seventh time…. 
That is when the miracle happened. For when I came up out of the water after 
the seventh time and I looked at my skin, my skin was as clean and beautiful 
and smooth as that of a young boy (II Kings 5:14). Then I knew that the 
prophet is a true prophet and that his God is the true God. So I went back to 
the house of the prophet (II Kings 5:15a). And that is when I spoke with him. 
And I thanked him. I had no words, in fact, to thank him for what had 
happened (II Kings 5:15b-16). But this one thing I told him. I told him that from 
this moment on I will no longer worship the false god of my nation. But will 
worship the God of Israel for He has proven to be the true God (II Kings 
5:17).”  
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And so Naaman made his way back home where, no doubt, his wife and his 
whole household, including the young servant girl, would have been anxiously 
waiting for him.                                                                                                                                   
(The young servant girl) “I have been praying for my master every day since 
he left for Samaria that my God would take care of him and would heal him (II 
Kings 5:6). And every day I would look out of the window to see if he had 
returned even though I knew he could not have returned as yet. But then 
yesterday he came back. And when I saw him, I knew that my God had 
answered my prayers. For my master’s skin looked beautifully smooth (II 
Kings 5:14). I am even more excited because my master has now told us that 
we are no longer going to worship his god but my God, the God of Israel (II 
Kings 5:17). Isn’t that wonderful?” 

It seems this story is primarily about two people: Naaman, the soldier of Aram 
(II Kings 5:1) and Elisha, the prophet (II kings 5:8). However, this story is also 
very much about a young servant girl from Israel (II Kings 5:2) because, 
without her, Naaman would not have known about the prophet and he would, 
therefore, not have received his healing (II Kings 5:3, 14). So, this young girl 
has a very important role to play in the story. Let us now look at this story from 
a heavenly perspective, for God had His eyes on this young girl, as we know 
from II Chronicles 16:9a                                                                                     
For the eyes of the Lord range throughout the earth to strengthen those 
whose hearts are fully committed to Him…                                                                                                                                                                                                   

She may have been a nobody in the eyes of the world but God delights in 
choosing the weak, as we can read in I Corinthians 1:26-29                        
Brothers, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you 
were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many 
were of noble birth. But God chose the foolish things of the world to 
shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world and the 
despised things – and the things that are not – to nullify the things that 
are so that no-one may boast before Him.    

And He had chosen the plans for her life, as we know from Ephesians 2:10 
For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good 
works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. 

So God chose the place where she was to live, when she was to live there, 
and the family of which she was to be part. He even allowed her to be 
abducted. But the abduction took place by a specific people selected by Him, 
who took her back to a nation selected by Him, where she came to live in a 
home selected by Him. He allowed the master of the household to become ill, 
and used this young girl as His tool to bring healing and restoration to this 
man. In fact, God used this young girl to bring salvation to this household for 
we have learned that this man, after he received his healing, decided to 
worship the God of Israel instead of the god of his nation. No doubt, he will 
have introduced the God of Israel to his whole household. The Apostle Paul 
explains these principles in Romans 8:28                                                                                     
For we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love 
Him, who have been called according to His purpose. 
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Therefore, if God can use a young girl from Israel, whose name we do not 
even know, but whose name was known by God, then we can believe that 
God can, and wants to, use us too. We may not be known by the world, but 
we will be known by God by name. And that is what really matters. So know 
that God is the One who has chosen each one of us to be born in the place 
where we were born, when we were to be born there, and chose the family 
into which we were to be born.  And He has a plan and a purpose for each 
one of us, because He knows us and loves us (Ephesians 2:10).                  
So, we should allow God to use us, just as He chose to use this young girl. 
Moreover, following God’s plan and purpose will bring us a satisfaction 
beyond what we may have ever known. 

BORN FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS 

The next story is about a young Jewish girl named Esther who lived in Persia. 
Her parents had died and she was brought up by her cousin Mordecai (Esther 
2:5-7).  At that time, king Xerxes ruled over Persia and he wished for a queen 
to be beside him, so many young girls were brought to the Palace for the king 
to select a queen from among them (Esther 2:8). Young Esther, too, had been 
taken from the safety of her cousin Mordecai’s home to the Palace. To be 
honest, neither she nor Mordecai had any say in the matter. Their separation 
had been forced upon them. It must have been a very frightening experience 
for Esther to be suddenly placed in this unfamiliar environment. Moreover, she 
had to keep secret the fact that she was not of Persian but of Jewish descent 
(Esther 2:10). However, we will learn that God was very involved in Esther 
being at the Palace, even if she did not know that and she may well have 
wondered if God cared about her being taken to the Palace, since she was 
just a young Jewish girl. And He, very likely, had more important matters to 
take care of than consider her situation and do something about it. But God 
did care, and He allowed her to be there for a very special reason, as we will 
find out later on. One day, Esther was presented before the king, as we can 
read in Esther 2:16-17                                                                                                                                                     
She was taken to king Xerxes in the royal residence in the tenth month, 
the month of Tibeth, in the seventh year of his reign. Now the king was 
attracted to Esther more than to any of the other women, and she won 
his favour and approval more than any of the other virgins. So he set a 
royal crown on her head and made her queen instead of Vashti. 

(Esther) “I cannot believe what has happened to me; the king has made me 
his queen (Esther 2:17). A year ago I lived with my cousin Mordecai (Esther 
2:5-7). But then I was taken to the Palace for the king wanted to have a queen 
beside him (Esther 2:8). And we were all to be presented before the king, 
including myself. That did not happen right away. In fact, it took a year of 
beauty treatments before I was presented to him (Esther 2:12). But that 
happened the other day (Esther 2:15-16). And I was chosen as queen among 
the other girls (Esther 2:17). I now have, therefore, a very comfortable life for I 
have servants to serve me, have beautiful robes to wear and have wonderful 
food to eat (Esther 2:9). It is somewhat lonely though so I am very happy that 
I can still have contact with my cousin Mordecai. Unfortunately, he is not 
allowed in the Palace but he spends a lot of time at the Palace Gate (Esther 
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2:11). And that is how he is able to contact me because he is able to send me 
messages via one of my servants (Esther 2:21-22). 

Esther may have believed that her comfortable life would continue for ever. 
But then events took place that threatened her very existence, and it all 
happened without her knowledge. For a certain man, named Haman, had 
begun to hate Esther’s cousin Mordecai, and wanted to have him killed. 
However, having learned that Mordecai was a Jew, he decided he would have 
all the Jewish people who lived in the Persian kingdom killed off (Esther 3:5-
6). He spoke to the king about it, and he agreed to his proposal, not knowing 
that he was sending his own queen to her death (Esther 3:8-11). Esther was 
completely unaware that her life was in danger. To her, life was pleasant. She 
had found favour with the people and with the king. As far as she was 
concerned, nothing could possibly happen to interrupt her peaceful existence. 
But it was time for Esther to realise that God had a purpose for her becoming 
queen. Therefore, He allowed Mordecai to learn about the plot to kill all the 
Jewish people, and Mordecai was able to send a message to Esther via her 
servant (Esther 4:6-8). 

(Esther) “I don’t know what to do. Mordecai sent me a message telling me to 
go before the king (Esther 4:6-8). But I have not seen the king for the last 
thirty days. And I cannot go to the king uninvited for that would put my life in 
danger. I must let Mordecai know that I cannot possibly go to the king 
unannounced (Esther 4:10-11). I know he has got good reasons to ask me to 
go before the king for my people are in danger of being killed. But I cannot do 
anything to help them. I am only a young woman. And the king does not even 
know that I am Jewish (Esther 2:10) . And my king is a very powerful man. But 
he is a man with a bad temper. And if I were to go and see him unannounced 
he may well have me killed. I must tell Mordecai. I must let him know that I 
cannot possibly go to the king uninvited because that would surely put my 
own life in danger. And, no doubt, Mordecai loves me so much that he will not 
want me to endanger my life.”  

But that is not what happened, as we can read in Esther 4:12-14                                                
When Esther’s words were reported to Mordecai, he sent back his 
answer, “Do not think that because you are in the king’s house you 
alone of all the Jews will escape. For if you remain silent at this time, 
relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place, but you 
and your father’s family will perish. And who knows that you have come 
to royal position for such a time as this?” 

Mordecai did not change his mind. On the contrary, he sent a more powerful 
message back to Esther.                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

(Esther) ”I did receive a reply from Mordecai (Esther 4:13-14). To be honest, 
it was not the reply that I expected. But when I read his words, I understood 
why I have become queen. I have often wondered why God has allowed to 
me to become queen. But today I understand for today I know that God wants 
to use me in my position as queen to save my people. However, I cannot just 
go the king unprepared so I am going to take three days of prayer and fasting 
to prepare myself before going to the king (Esther 4:15-16). I do not know the 
outcome. But God knows and my life is in His hands.”  
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And so Esther went before the king (Esther 5:1-2). 

(Esther) “Yes I did go before the king, not knowing what would happen to me. 
On the day that I was to go before him, I dressed in my most beautiful robe 
and I then walked the hallways to enter the hall where the king was seated on 
his throne (Esther 5:1). When I came to the entrance of the hall the king 
noticed me. And I realised that he was pleased to see me. No doubt, God had 
touched his heart. He then stretched out his sceptre to me as a sign that he 
would receive me. I walked up to him (Esther 5:2). He was so kind for he 
offered to give me the half of his kingdom. But I do not need one half of his 
kingdom (Esther 5:3). I only asked him and Haman to come for dinner the 
next evening which they did (Esther 5:4-5). That evening I sensed it was not 
yet the time to speak to the king about my people. So I asked if he and 
Haman would come back the following evening which they did (Esther 5:6-8). 
I then spoke to the king and pleaded with him on behalf of myself and my 
people (Esther 7:3-4; Esther 8:3-6). And the king heard me (Esther 8:7-8). 
And now my people can defend themselves against any attack that they may 
have to deal with (Esther 8:9-11). Moreover, the king realised that Haman had 
been the one who has wanted to destroy my people so he had him killed 
(Esther 7:5-6, 10)”. 

God, who knew that one day a man named Haman would design a plan to 
have his chosen people attacked (Esther 3:8-9), allowed a young Jewish girl, 
an orphan living with her cousin Mordecai (Esther 2:7), to be taken into the 
Palace (Esther 2:8) to become queen (Esther 2:17) so that she could come 
before the king (Esther 5:1) and be God’s instrument to save her people 
(Esther 8:11). Esther did not know this when she was forced to enter the 
Palace. Neither did her cousin Mordecai know that this was God’s plan for his 
cousin Esther. But God knew, and when the time came for Esther to act, she 
was prepared to be obedient to her calling, no matter what the cost (Esther 
4:15-16)                                                                                                                                                                                                  

God wants to use the story of Esther to encourage us, for He wants us to 
know that He has a plan for each one of us, just as He had a plan for Esther’s 
life. His plan for our lives will not be like the plan He had for Esther’s life. His 
plan for our lives will fit our circumstances, just as God’s plan for Esther’s life 
fitted her circumstances. But I do want all of us to know that the God who 
loved Esther and cared for her throughout her life and gave her the strength, 
ability and wisdom to do what He had for her to do, will do the same for us 
because He loves and cares for each one of us. So, He will strengthen us in 
our circumstances and enable us to do whatever it is He has for us to do. 
Moreover, God will give us the wisdom to do whatever He wants us to do, so 
we can do it well. For God wants our lives to be a testimony to His goodness 
and mercy, just as Esther’s life was a testimony to the goodness and mercy of 
God. 

FAR FROM HOME 

Our final story is about a young man named Daniel. His story begins when he 
and three of his friends are taken from their country, Israel, to a foreign nation, 
Babylon, as we can read in Daniel 1:1-2                                                                                                               
In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim, Nebuchadnezzar, king of 
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Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it. And the Lord delivered 
Jehoiakim, king of Judah into his hand, along with some of the articles 
from the temple of God. These he carried off to the temple of his god in 
Babylonia and put in the treasure house of his god.  

(Daniel) “I used to live in Jerusalem but today I am in Babylon. That is 
because the king of Babylon invaded my city Jerusalem (Daniel 1:1). And he 
took many of the people away to his country. Three of my best friends and I 
were taken into Babylon as well. We were then taken to the Palace to live 
there (Daniel 1:3-4a). Of course, we are considered prisoners of the king. It 
seems that the king wants us become like Babylonians rather than Jews for 
he has given each one of us a different name (Daniel 1:7). But I know that I 
am Daniel. And, of course, my friends still call me Daniel and will always call 
me Daniel for that is who I am, Daniel. The king has as well designed a study 
program and in that program we have to learn the Babylonian literature and 
the Babylonian language (Daniel 1:4b). Again, it seems that he wants us to 
follow this study program to make us forget that we are Jews and make us 
think like Babylonians. But I know that no matter what I will have to study I will 
always be Daniel the Jew. And I will always worship the God of Israel and not 
any false god, including the false god of Babylon.”  

It seems that Daniel accepted all these changes. After all, he was a prisoner 
of the king of Babylon, so what could he do as a prisoner? He knew very well 
that if the king was not pleased with his behaviour he could order Daniel’s 
head to be cut off (Daniel 1:10). So it made sense for Daniel to play it safe, 
and to just go along, for nothing was worth losing his life over, or was it?                                                                           
One of the things the king had ordered was that Daniel and his friends were to 
be given food and wine from the king’s table (Daniel 1:5). That would have 
meant they were given the very best food to eat and the very best wine to 
drink. No doubt, Daniel and his friends would have appreciated that privilege. 
Let us read Daniel 1:8 to see how Daniel viewed this offer of food and wine 
from the king’s table.                                                                                                                                               
Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and wine, and 
he asked the chief official for permission not to defile himself this way. 

(Daniel) “Today I have had to make a very difficult decision for I have had to 
say “No” to the king’s offer (Daniel 1:5a, 8). Of course, you may say, “How 
can I say “No” to the king’s offer for I am only a prisoner.” And you are right. 
And you may say to me, “Daniel, you have been able to accept everything 
else. You have been able to accept that he has given you a different name 
(Daniel 1:7). You have been able to accept this study program he has put you 
in (Daniel 1:4b). Why would you now suddenly want to say “No” to his offer of 
food and wine from his table (Daniel 1:5a,8)? Surely Daniel, that is not worth 
losing your life over (Daniel 1:10).” In fact, it is. You see, for the king to give 
me a different name does not make me a different person. For me to study 
the Babylonian literature and language does not make me a Babylonian. But 
eating from the king’s table and drinking his wines will make me disobedient 
to my God. That is why I have to refuse his offer. I have spoken to the person 
who is in charge of me and my friends. He is very concerned that we do not 
want to eat the food from the king and drink his wines (Daniel 1:10). But we 
have asked him to test us by giving us only vegetables to eat and water to 
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drink (Daniel 1:11-12). And I believe that God will bless our obedience to His 
food laws and will enable us to be even stronger and healthier after eating this 
diet (Daniel 1:15).”                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Now we may say, “This story does not apply to us for we are not Jews living 
under the Old Testament laws. We are Gentile believers and even Jesus 
makes it very clear that a person is not made “unclean” by what he eats, for 
Jesus says in Matthew 15:11                                                                                                                          
“What goes into a man’s mouth does not make him “unclean” but what 
comes out of his mouth, that is what makes him “unclean.” 

Therefore, eating and drinking does not affect the condition of a person’s 
heart. However, Jesus does not stop there, but explains in Matthew 15:18-20 
how a person becomes “unclean” when He says,                                                                                                              
“But the things that come out of the mouth come from the heart, and 
these make a man “unclean.” For out of the heart come evil thoughts, 
murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false testimony, slander. 
These are what makes a man “unclean.”                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Daniel will have known these things as a young man and, apart from making 
the right food and drink choices, he would have been careful of his thoughts 
too. We are to do the same, as we know from Philippians 4:8 where Paul 
writes,                                                                                                           
“Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, 
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable – if anything 
is excellent or praiseworthy – think about such things.” 

This means that we will need to select what we read, what we watch, or what 
we listen to, for these things affect our thinking. So there will be times when 
we will need to make a choice and not read something, watch something, or 
listen to something, for these things do not only affect our thinking, they affect 
what we say. That may be awkward at times, for we may well be tempted to 
compromise by reading something, or watching something, or listening to 
something, that we know is not in line with the Word of God. We may even be 
tempted to think that does not matter, for we may believe that no-one is aware 
of what we are doing. But remember, God knows, for God sees everything. 
Therefore, let us act like Daniel did, and make a decision not to read, watch, 
or listen to something we know will not please God, for God wants us to have 
a renewed mind, as we can read in Romans 12:2                                                                                                                                                     
Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world but be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test 
and approve what God’s will is – His good, pleasing and perfect will. 

We will receive a renewed mind when we spend time reading, meditating and 
studying God’s Word, in order for us to learn to think in a way that is pleasing 
to God. This will cause us to act in ways that show our love for God and 
others, as we can read in Luke 6:27-38 where Jesus says,                                                                                         
“But I tell you who hear Me: Love your enemies, do good to those who 
hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. If 
someone strikes you on one cheek, turn to him the other also. If 
someone takes your cloak, do not stop him from taking your tunic. Give 
to everyone, who asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do 
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not demand it back. Do to others as you would have them do to you. If 
you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even “sinners” 
love those who love them. And if you are good to those who are good to 
you, what credit is that to you? Even “sinners” do that. And if you lend 
to those from whom you expect repayment, what credit is that to you? 
Even “sinners” lend to “sinners” expecting to be repaid in full. But love 
your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to 
get anything back. Then your reward will be great, and you will be sons 
of the Most High, because He is kind to the ungrateful and wicked. Be 
merciful, just as your Father is merciful. Do not judge and you will not 
be judged. Do not condemn and you will not be condemned. Forgive and 
you will be forgiven. Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, 
pressed down, shaken together, will be poured into your lap. For with 
the measure you use, it will be measured to you.”                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Now Daniel was only a young man when he made that decision not to eat the 
food and drink the wine from the king’s table. The question is, did he remain 
committed to obeying his God as time went on? After having served king 
Nebuchadnezzar, Daniel eventually served king Darius when he was given a 
high position at the Court, for the king was very pleased with him, as we can 
read in Daniel 6:1-3                                                                                                                                                               
It pleased Darius to appoint 120 satraps to rule throughout the kingdom, 
with three administrators over them, one of whom was Daniel. The 
satraps were made accountable to them so that the king might not suffer 
loss. Now Daniel so distinguished himself among the administrators and 
the satraps by his exceptional qualities that the king planned to set him 
over the whole kingdom.      

This caused the other high officials to become jealous of him, so they devised 
a scheme to get rid of Daniel by requesting the king to have anyone who did 
not pray to him to be thrown into the lion’s den (Daniel 6:6-9). However, 
Daniel, knowing about the decree, did what he did as usual, as we can read in 
Daniel 6:10-11                                                                                                                                   
Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been published, he went 
home to his upstairs room where the windows opened toward 
Jerusalem. Three times a day he got down on his knees and prayed, 
giving thanks to his God, just as he had done before.                                                                                                                                                                                                          

(Daniel) “Last night I slept in a rather unusual place, for I slept in the king’s  
lions’ den (Daniel 6:16). And my companions for the night were real lions. But 
they were good companions, for they slept all night. And I slept as well. I have 
now just woken up and am waiting for the king to come and see me (Daniel 
6:19). He will be so pleased that I am alive and well. You may wonder why I 
ended up sleeping in the lions’ den rather than in my own bed. So let me tell 
you. I used to serve king Nebuchadnezzar (Daniel 1:19 – Daniel 4:8)). But 
then he died. And after him I served king Belshazzar (Daniel 5:1, 13) but he 
was replaced by king Darius. And king Darius has given me a very important 
position in his kingdom. In fact, the number one position under him (Daniel 
6:3). That has caused the other high officials to become very jealous of me. 
So they wanted to get rid of me. And they tried to find a reason to get rid of 
me. But they could not find anything wrong with my actions and my life 



 35 

because I know that it is very important to serve my king well because  that 
will please my God (Daniel 6:4). They then devised a scheme whereby they 
knew they would get rid of me. They did this by going to the king and asking 
him to issue a decree that all the people in his kingdom should only pray to 
him for a period of thirty days. The king issued that decree (Daniel 6:6-9). I 
learned about it. What was I to do? Well, I knew what I was to do. I knew that I 
should continue my habit for it is my habit to pray to my God three times a day 
in front of my open window facing Jerusalem. So the day I received the 
notification of this issue I went to my room as usual. And I knelt down in front 
of my window facing Jerusalem, knowing full well that I would be watched 
(Daniel 6:10-11). And that, no doubt, very soon guards would knock on my 
door and take me to the lions’ den (Esther 6:16). But I have served my God all 
these eighty years. And He has been faithful to me. So I trusted that He would 
watch over me even in the lions’ den. And He has proven Himself to be 
faithful for here I am. And I am well. The lions have not attacked me because 
God sent an angel to the den to shut the mouths of the lions. So they would 
not attack me (Daniel 6:22).”  

So we know from these accounts that Daniel obeyed his God throughout his 
life. Similarly, God wants us to live a life of obedience, regardless of the 
challenges we may face.  As believers, we may face a being that acts like a 
lion, as Peter writes in I Peter 5:8                                                                                                                                                      
“Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a 
roaring lion looking for someone to devour.  

This “lion” is obviously not a physical lion, as Daniel had to deal with, but is 
the devil, who is a fallen angel. Moreover, this fallen angel makes himself look 
like a angel of light, as we can read in II Corinthians 11:14                                                                                      
“……. For satan himself masquerades as an angel of light.” 

Therefore, the devil’s ways are very deceptive, and that means we are to 
have a close walk with the Lord, in order to be able to withstand the devil, as 
James writes in James 4:7                                                                       
“Submit yourselves, then to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from 
you.”  Just hear this, “He will flee from you.”  

We are to live this life of faith in God on a daily basis, and it ought to affect the 
way we think, what we say, and how we act. We are not to compromise our 
faith in any way, for that will mean we are denying the Lord the place we have 
given Him in our lives. If He is our Lord, then He is to be our Lord at all times 
and in all circumstances, regardless of what that might mean. It might mean 
we are misunderstood, or even mocked for our stand. If that is so, then we are 
to simply forgive those who do these things to us, for they do not know what 
they are doing. Jesus is our example, for He forgave those who crucified Him. 
We read that in Luke 23:34                                                                              
Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are 
doing.”                                                                                                           
And we are not to give up doing what we know to be right, as Paul writes                                           
in Galatians 6:9                                                                                                                                                          
“Let us not become weary of doing good, for at the proper time we will 
reap a harvest if we do not give up.”  
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God wants us to trust Him to take care of us. And He will do so for He has 
promised never to leave us, as we can read in Hebrews 13:5                                                                
“Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.” 

And God wants us to look forward to the day that we will hear the Lord’s 
praise, which we can read in Matthew 25:21                                                                                          
“Well done, good and faithful servant.” 

So let us be like Daniel, and ask the Lord to help us obey Him every day of 
our life, regardless of what may happen, for God will take care of us in the 
same way that He took care of Daniel. The author of the Book of Hebrews 
writes that the Lord never changes as in Hebrews 13:8                                                                                                                
“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever.” 

Therefore, we can trust the Lord to help us live a life that is pleasing to Him, 
just as He helped Daniel to be faithful and obedient to God in everything that 
he did. 

Conclusion                                                                                                                                            
May these stories encourage us to know that God has a plan and a purpose 
for each one of us, regardless of our status in life, our nationality, or our 
gender. And may we all fulfil His plan for our lives.      

AMEN                                                                                                                                               

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


