
Chapter One
Revelation means “The Unveiling”

Revelation deals with Christ in His Coming Glory – Behold He reigns.

404 Verses contain over 800 allusions to the Old Testament.

It presents the climax of  God’s plan for mankind.

John’s Vision of  Jesus
John describes his vision of  Jesus in Revelation 1:13-16

And among the lamp stands was someone “like a son of  man”, dressed in a robe reaching 
down to his feet and with a golden sash round his chest. His head and hair were white like 
wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were like blazing fire. His feet were like bronze glowing in 
a furnace, and his voice was like the sound of  rushing waters. In his right hand he held seven 
stars, and out of  his mouth came a sharp double-edged sword. His face was like the sun 
shining in all its brilliance.
1. The Lord’s Hair 

His hair reminds us of  Daniel’s words in Daniel 7:9

The hair of  His head was white like wool. 
2. The Lord’s Eyes

His eyes remind us of  the author of  Hebrews’ words in Hebrews 4:13

….Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of  Him to whom we must give 
account. 
2a. Blazing Fire

The expression “Blazing Fire” reminds us of  Paul’s words in I Corinthians 3:13

His work will be shown for what it is….and the fire will test the quality of  each man’s work.
And John’s words in Revelation 19:12a

His eyes are like blazing fire….
3. Feet of  Bronze

Bronze speaks of  judgement and reminds us of  the bronze snake mentioned in Numbers 21:8-9

The Lord said to Moses, “Make a snake and put it up on a pole, anyone who is bitten can look 
at it and live.” So Moses made a bronze snake and put it up on a pole. Then when anyone was 
bitten by a snake and looked at the bronze snake, he lived. 
4. The Lord’s Voice

The Voice of  Many Waters reminds us of  Ezekiel’s words in Ezekiel 43:2

And I saw the glory of  the God of  Israel coming from the east. His Voice was like the roar of  
rushing waters, and the land was radiant with His glory.
5. Seven Stars 

In His right hand he held seven stars. See Revelation 1:20b

….The seven stars are the angels (or messengers) of  the seven churches…..

1



6. The Lampstands

The Lampstands are churches according to Revelation 1:20c

….and the seven lampstands are the seven churches. 
7. A Double-Edged Sword

In His mouth was a double-edged sword. 

See Isaiah 49:2a

He made my mouth like a sharpened sword.
And Ephesians 6:17b

…..and the sword of  the Spirit, which is the word of  God.
And Hebrews 4:12

For the word of  God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates 
even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of  the 
heart.
7a. With it He judges unbelievers. We read that in John 12:48

There is a judge for the one who rejects Me and does not accept My words; that very word 
which I spoke will condemn him at the last day.
7b. Furthermore, the earth will be smitten

We read that in Isaiah 11:4b

….He will strike the earth with the rod of  His mouth…
7c. The Antichrist will be consumed

We read that in II Thessalonians 2:8

And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will overthrow with the breath 
of  His mouth and destroy by the splendour of  His coming.
8. His Countenance is as the Sun

Matthew mentions that in Matthew 17:1-2

After six days Jesus took with Him Peter, James and John the brother of  James, and led them 
up a high mountain by themselves. There He was transfigured before them. His face shone 
like the sun, and His clothes became as white as the light.
The Book of  Revelation deals with three categories according to Revelation 1:19

Write, therefore, what you have seen, what is now, and what will take place later.
The Apostle John was to write about the following:

1.         Write what you have seen – the vision of  Christ.

2.         What is now – the seven churches.

3.         What will take place later – what follows after the churches.
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Chapter Two
The Seven Churches

Revelation 2 and 3 deal with “The things that are.” Every letter has the sentence “He who has an 
ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” 
There are four levels of  application:

1. These letters are written to specific local churches. 

2. These letters contain advice for all the churches. 

3. They contain personal advice as we can see from the words “Let him who has an ear…” 

4. These letters lay out seven periods of  church history. 

The letters follow a specific pattern: 

1. Each church has a specific name which is important to its message. 

2. The title Jesus Christ uses of  Himself  is different in each letter. 

3. There is a commendation in most letters. 

4. This is followed by a concern. 

5. Then an exhortation. 

6. Lastly a promise to the Overcomer. 

The churches were surprised by the content of  their particular letter. Those who thought they did well 
were, in fact, doing very badly. Those who thought they did badly were, in fact, doing very well. 

The Church in Ephesus
Revelation 2:1-7

To the angel of  the church in Ephesus write: These are the words of  him who holds the seven 
stars in his right hand and walks among the seven golden lampstands: “I know your deeds, 
your hard work and your perseverance. I know that you cannot tolerate wicked men, that you 
have tested those who claim to be apostles but are not, and have found them false. You have 
persevered and have endured hardships for my name, and have not grown weary. Yet I hold 
this against you: You have forsaken your first love. Remember the height from which you have 
fallen! Repent and do the things you did at first. If  you do not repent, I will come to you and 
remove your lampstand from its place. But you have this in your favour: You hate the practices 
of  the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit is saying 
to the churches. To him who overcomes, I will give the right to eat from the tree of  life, which 
is in the paradise of  God.”
The title of  Jesus Christ in this letter is: He who holds the seven stars in His right hand. Jesus 
commends them as follows: I know your deeds, your hard work and your perseverance. 

His concern for them is as follows: You have forsaken your first love. 

He exhorts them to: Repent, and do the things you did at first. His church did deal with the practices 
of  the Nicolaitans. These, very likely, were leaders who used their position to rule over the believers 
rather than serving them according to: 
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John 13:12-17 

When He had finished washing their feet, He put on His clothes and returned to His place. 
“Do you understand what I have done for you?” He asked them. “You call me “Teacher” and 
“Lord” and rightly so, for that is what I am. Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed 
your feet, you should also wash one another’s feet. I have set you an example that you should 
do as I have done for you. I tell you the truth, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a 
messenger greater than the one who sent him. Now that you know these things, you will be 
blessed if  you do them.” 
His promise to the overcomer is as follows: The right to eat from the tree of  life. 

The Church in Smyrna
Revelation 2:8-11 

To the angel of  the church in Smyrna write: These are the words of  him who is the First and 
the Last, who died and came to life again. “I know your afflictions and your poverty – yet you 
are rich! I know the slander of  those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of  
satan. Do not be afraid of  what you are about to suffer. I tell you, the devil will put some of  you 
in prison to test you, and you will suffer persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even to the point 
of  death, and I will give you the crown of  life. He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
says to the churches. He who overcomes will not be hurt at all by the second death.” 
The church of  Smyrna suggests death. The Magi gave the baby Jesus the gift of  myrrh according to:

Matthew 2:1-11 

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of  king Herod, Magi from the 
East came to Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of  the Jews? We 
saw his star in the East and have come to worship him.” When king Herod heard this he was 
disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. When he had called together all the people’s chief  
priests and teachers of  the law, he asked them where the Christ was to be born, “In Bethlehem 
in Judea,” they replied “for this is what the prophet has written: “But you, Bethlehem in the 
land of  Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of  Judah; for out of  you will come a 
ruler who will be the shepherd of  my people Israel.” Then Herod called the Magi secretly and 
found out from them the exact time the star had appeared. He sent them to Bethlehem and 
said, “Go and make a careful search for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so 
that I too may go and worship him.” After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and 
the star they had seen in the East went ahead of  them until it stopped over the place where the 
Child was. When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. On coming to the house, they saw the 
Child with His mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshipped Him. Then they opened 
their treasures and presented Him with gifts of  gold and of  incense and of  myrrh. 
They thereby prophesied His death. 

The title of  Christ in this letter is: The First and The Last, who died and came to life again. 

He commends them as follows: He knows their afflictions and their poverty. He has no concerns for 
them. 

He exhorts them as follows: They are not to be afraid for the suffering which will come upon them. 
Their “ten days” persecution lasted from 54 AD until 313 AD, approx. 250 years. 

His promise to the overcomer is as follows: He will not be hurt by the second death. 
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The Church in Pergamum
Revelation 2:12-17 

To the angel of  the church in Pergamum write: These are the words of  him who has the sharp 
double-edged sword. “I know where you live – where satan has his throne. Yet you remain true 
to My name. You did not renounce your faith in Me, even in the days of  Antipas, My faithfull 
witness, who was put to death in your city – where satan lives. Nevertheless, I have a few 
things against you: You have people there who hold to the teaching of  Balaam, who taught 
Balak to entice the Israelites to sin by eating food sacrificed to idols and by committing sexual 
immorality. Likewise you also have those who hold to the teaching of  the Nicolaitans Repent 
therefore! Otherwise I will soon come to you and will fight against them with the sword of  My 
mouth. He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who 
overcomes, I will give some of  the hidden manna. I will also give him a white stone with a new 
name written on it, known only to him who receives it.” 
The church of  Pergamum allowed false teaching to be mixed with the truth. 

The Title of  Christ is as follows: He, who has the sharp, double-edged sword. 

He commends the following: They remained true to His name and did not renounce their faith. 

His concerns for them are as follows: In their midst were those who held to the teachings of  Balaam. 

See Numbers chapters 22-24 

Then the Israelites travelled to the plains of  Moab and camped along the Jordan across from 
Jericho……. 
Then Balaam got up and returned home and Balak went his own way. 
And Deuteronomy 23:4-5 

For they did not come to meet you with bread and water on your way when you came out of  
Egypt, and they hired Balaam, son of  Beor from Pethor in Aram Naharaim to pronounce a 
curse on you. However, the LORD your God would not listen to Balaam but turned the curse 
into a blessing for you because the LORD your God loves you. 
And II Peter 2:15 

They have left the straight way and wandered off  to follow the way of  Balaam son of  Beor, 
who loved the wages of  wickedness. 
And Jude 11b 

….they have rushed for profit into Balaam’s error… 
And there were those who held to the doctrine of  the Nicolaitans.

He exhorts them as follows: If  they do not repent, Jesus Christ will come and fight against them with 
the sword of  His mouth, which is the Word of  the Lord. 

His promise to the overcomer is as follows: He will receive some of  the hidden manna, which may 
refer to the time that this overcomer will enjoy the fullness of  his relationship with the Lord, who is the 
“Bread from heaven”. He will also receive a white stone with a new name written on it. This may refer 
to the overcomer receiving his entrance ticket in the form of  a white stone to the heavenly wedding 
feast. 
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The Church in Thyatira

Revelation 2:18-29 

To the angel of  the church in Thyatira write: These are the words of  the Son of  God, whose 
eyes are like blazing fire and whose feet are like burnished bronze. “I know your deeds, your 
love and faith, your service and perseverance, and that you are now doing more than you did at 
first. Nevertheless, I have this against you: You tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself  a 
prophetess. By her teaching she misleads my servants into sexual immorality and the eating of  
food sacrificed to idols. I have given her time to repent of  her immorality, but she is unwilling. 
So I will cast her on a bed of  suffering, and I will make those who commit adultery with her 
suffer intensely, unless they repent of  her ways. I will strike her children dead. Then all the 
churches will know that I am He who searches hearts and minds, and I will repay each of  you 
according to your deeds. Now I say to the rest of  you in Thyatira, to you who do not hold to 
her teaching and have not learned satan’s so-called deep secrets (I will not impose any other 
burden on you): Only hold on to what you have until I come. To him who overcomes and does 
my will to the end, I will give authority over the nations – He will rule them with an iron 
sceptre; he will dash them to pieces like pottery – just as I have received authority from My 
Father. I will also give him the morning star. He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
says to the churches.” 
The title of  Jesus Christ is as follows: The Son of  God, whose eyes are like flaming fire and whose feet 
are like burnished bronze. This speaks of  judgement. 

He commends to them the following: They had love, faith, service and perseverance. 

His concern for them was as follows: They had allowed false teaching to enter the church. Those who 
continued to follow these teachings would be killed. This could mean that they would eventually enter 
the Great Tribulation. 

He exhorted them as follows: Those who had not followed these false teachings were to hold on to 
what they had. 

His promise to the overcomer is as follows: The one who would overcome and continue to do the will 
of  the Lord to the end would be given power over the nations.

Chapter Three
John continues his letter writing to the following churches:- 

The Church in Sardis
 

Revelation 3:1-6 

To the angel of  the church in Sardis write: These are the words of  him who holds the seven 
Spirits of  God and the seven stars. “I know your deeds; you have a reputation of  being alive, 
but you are dead. Wake up! Strengthen what remains and is about to die, for I have not found 
your deeds complete in the sight of  My God. Remember therefore, what you have received and 
heard; obey it and repent. But if  you do not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not 
know at what time I will come to you. Yet you have a few people in Sardis who have not soiled 
their clothes. They will walk with Me, dressed in white, for they are worthy. He who 
overcomes, will, like them, be dressed in white. I will never blot out his name from the book of  
Life, but will acknowledge his name before My Father and His angels. He who has an ear, let 
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him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” 
The title of  Jesus Christ is: He who holds the seven Spirits of  God and the seven stars. 

He has no commendation for them. 

His concern for them is as follows: They had a reputation of  being alive but they were spiritually dead. 

He exhorts them as follows: They were to wake up and strengthen what remains and is about to die. 

His promise to the overcomer is as follows: His name will never be blotted out from the book of  life. 

The Church in Philadelphia
Revelation 3:7-13 

To the angel of  the church in Philadelphia write: These are the words of  him, who is Holy and 
True, who holds the key of  David. What He opens no-one can shut, and what He shuts no one 
can open. “I know your deeds. See, I have placed before you an open door that no one can 
shut. I know that you have little strength, yet you have kept My word and have not denied My 
name. I will make those who are of  the synagogue of  satan, who claim to be Jews though they 
are not, but are liars – I will make them come and fall down at your feet and acknowledge that 
I have loved you. Since you have kept My command to endure patiently, I will also keep you 
from the hour of  trial that is going to come upon the whole world to test those who live on the 
earth. I am coming soon. Hold on to what you have, so that no one will take your crown. Him 
who overcomes I will make a pillar in the temple of  My God. Never again will he leave it. I will 
write on him the name of  My God and the name of  the city of  My God, the New Jerusalem, 
which is coming down out of  heaven from My God; and I will also write on him My new name. 
He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” 
Philadelphia means brotherly love. 

The title of  Jesus Christ is: He who is Holy and True. 

He commended the church as follows: They had kept the Word of  the Lord and had not denied their 
faith. Furthermore, the Lord promised them that they would not have to go through the Great 
Tribulation according to: 

Revelation 3:10 

Since you have kept My command to endure patiently, I will also keep you from the hour of  
trial that is going to come upon the whole world to test those who live on the earth. 
He exhorted them as follows: They were to hold on to what they already had. 

His promise to the overcomer is as follows: He will be made a pillar in the temple of  God.

The Church in Laodicea
Revelation 3:14-22 

To the angel of  the church in Laodicea write: These are the words of  the Amen, the faithful 
and true witness, the ruler of  God’s creation. “I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor 
hot. I wish you were either one or the other! So, because you are lukewarm – neither hot nor 
cold – I am about to spit you out of  My mouth. You say, “I am rich; I have acquired wealth and 
do not need a thing. But you do not realize that you are wretched, poor, blind and naked. I 
counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire, so that you can become rich; and white 
clothes to wear, so that you can cover your shameful nakedness; and salve to put on your eyes 
so that you can see. Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest and repent. 
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Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If  anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will 
come in and eat with him, and he with Me. To him who overcomes, I will give the right to sit 
with Me on My throne, just as I overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne. He 
who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” 
The church of  Laodicea means the people rule. 

The title of  Jesus Christ is: He who is the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the ruler of  God’s 
creation. He has no commendation for them. 

His concerns for them were as follows: They were neither cold nor hot, but wretched, pitiful, poor, 
blind and naked. 

He exhorted them as follows: They were to buy from the Lord gold refined in the fire, white garments 
and eye-salve. 

His promise to the overcomer was as follows: He would be given the right to sit with Jesus Christ on 
His throne. Jesus is outside this church and His invitation is to individuals within this church as is 
shown in:

Revelation 3:20 

Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If  anyone hears My Voice and opens the door, I will 
come in and eat with him, and he with Me. 
Historically these churches in chapters 2 and 3 fit the following pattern: 

Ephesus      - The Apostolic Church 

Smyrna        - The Persecuted Church 

Pergamum   - The Church married to the world 

Thyatira       - The Medieval Church (a church with temporal power) 

Sardis          - The Denominational Church (formed as from the Reformation) 

Philadelphia - The Missionary Church 

Laodicea      - The Apostate Church 

 

We live today in the time of  the Apostate Church. 

Revelation 4 begins to deal with the things thereafter, the things after the time of  the churches.
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Chapter Four
In this chapter the primary focus is on God the Father, sitting upon His throne, enjoying the worship 
of  His creatures. 

The Second Vision of  John
Revelation 4:1-2a 

After this I looked, and there before me was a door standing open in heaven. And the voice I 
had first heard speaking to me like a trumpet said, “Come up here, and I will show you what 
must take place after this.” At once I was in the Spirit…. 
In the first three chapters in Revelation, John writes about seven churches. He begins chapter four with 
the words, “after this” which refers to everything he will see from Revelation 4:1 until the end of  the 
Book for all that follows comes after the message to the churches. Interestingly, the word “church” or 
“churches” is not even mentioned again. John’s focus is now turned to heaven where he sees a door 
standing open. Having seen a door standing open in heaven, he next hears a voice, which is in fact the 
voice of  Jesus Christ for it is the same voice he had heard in John 1:10. John is then taken out of  the 
natural realm into the realm of  the Spirit in order to see future events. 

The Wonder of  the Throne of  God
Revelation 4:2-8a 

At once I was in the Spirit, and there before me was a throne in heaven with Someone sitting 
on it. And the One who sat there had the appearance of  japser and carnelian. A rainbow, 
resembling an emerald, encircled the throne. Surrounding the throne were twenty-four other 
thrones, and seated on them were twenty-four elders. They were dressed in white and had 
crowns of  gold on their heads. From the throne came flashes of  lightning, rumblings and 
peals of  thunder. Before the throne, seven lamps were blazing. These are the seven Spirits of  
God. Also before the throne there was what looked like a sea of  glass, clear as crystal. In the 
centre around the throne were four living creatures, and they were covered with eyes, in front 
and behind. The first living creature was like a lion, the second was like an ox, the third had a 
face like a man, the fourth was like a flying eagle. Each of  the four living creatures had six 
wings and was covered with eyes all around, even under his wings… 
John is taken into the throne room of  heaven. First of  all, he notices the One who sits on the throne. 
He is the Lord God Almighty as recorded for us in Revelation 4:8, the Creator of  all things according 
to Revelation 4:11. His appearance is like a jasper stone, which is clear as crystal and a carnelian or 
sardius stone which could be like a blood-red ruby. Together with the rainbow, which encircled the 
throne, they created a dazzling impression of  transcendent glory. The rainbow reminds us of  the 
covenant God made with Noah that God was never again to destroy humanity with a flood according 
to Genesis 9:13. 

John then sees twenty-four thrones and on these thrones are seated twenty-four elders. Who are these 
twenty-four elders who are dressed in white and have crowns of  gold on their heads? In both Jewish 
and Christian history “elders” refer to the key leadership of  the congregation. They are the decision 
makers and the authorities for the people of  God; they are to represent the people before God and to 
carry out the Lord’s will among His people. In the New Testament church, all believers are “priests” 
and the leadership rests in the hands of  the “elders.” It is more likely that a reference to “elders” in 
Revelation refers to church leadership than to the leadership of  the nation of  Israel. This seems 
especially appropriate in that we have just completed a look at the seven letters to the seven churches. 
Israel was not a part of  that vision though she will be a factor later in the book. 
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We should be aware that the twenty-four elders do not represent the multitude of  believers who come 
out of  the great tribulation in Revelation 7:9. Neither do the twenty-four elders represent the angels of  
God in Revelation 7:11. Furthermore, the twenty-four elders cannot represent the completed nation of  
Israel since in Revelation 7:4-8 144,000 Jewish people who are on earth are mentioned. The only 
completed group that is not mentioned as being on earth during the tribulation period is the Church of  
Jesus Christ. But does the number twenty-four indicate a completed body? Let’s turn to the Scriptures 
for our answer to that question. In I Chronicles 24, we have a listing of  priests who come from the line 
of  Aaron. Verses 7-18 name each of  the twenty-four divisions and indicate that they were to serve in 
the temple according to this order or listing. In I Chronicles 25, musicians are organised in a similar 
fashion. Verses 9-31 name 24 divisions of  singers to match the twenty-four divisions of  priests. 

The number twenty-four when used of  the priests and singers represent the whole nation of  Israel. 
Likewise the twenty-four elders in heaven represent a completed body of  people, the Church of  Jesus 
Christ, in heaven while the tribulation period is happening on earth. The fact that they are dressed in 
white and wear crowns of  gold may further help us to identify them as the completed Church, 
consisting of  Jewish and Gentile believers from the Day of  Pentecost until the Rapture of  the Church. 
Their clothing speaks of  purity according to Revelation 19:8 and their crowns of  gold speak of  rewards 
according to I Corinthians 3:11-14. 

John then becomes aware of  lightning, and rumblings of  thunder. This seems to suggest a mighty 
display of  God’s presence, power, and wrath. See Psalm 18:13-15; Job 37:2-5, Revelation 8:5; Revelation 
11:19; Revelation 16:18. 

John sees seven lamps blazing. They are the seven spirits of  God, of  the seven-fold Spirit of  God. See 
Isaiah 11:2. 

Also before the throne of  God is a “sea of  glass”. John sees this “sea of  glass” mingled with fire. In 
Revelation 15:2, the tribulation saints were standing beside it and praising God for His judgement and 
power. 

In Exodus 24:10 we read: 

….under His feet was something like a pavement made of  sapphire, clear as the sky itself. 
“The sea of  glass” speaks of  purity, holiness and the very majesty of  God Himself. It could even 
refer to the purity of  God’s Word which is compared to water according to Ephesians 5:26. 

John next focuses on the four living creatures. They are mentioned four times in Revelation and always 
in connection with the worship of  God according to Revelation 4:9; Revelation 5:8, 11, 14. They are 
also the ones who speak to John about the first four seal judgements in which four horsemen and their 
horses take part in Revelation 6:2-8. These four living creatures are mentioned in the Book of  Ezekiel 
twelve times in the first ten chapters. Ezekiel 10:20 identifies them as cherubim. These creatures are 
covered with eyes, in front and behind. This reminds us that God is all-seeing and all-knowing. The fact 
that they had eyes under their wings may bring that out even more strongly for nothing is hidden from 
God. The appearance of  these four creatures is like that of  a lion, an ox, a man and an eagle and 
reminds us of  the description of  Ezekiel in Ezekiel 1:10 

The Worship of  All Those in Heaven
Revelation 4:8b-11 

…..Day and night they never stop saying: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, who 
was, and is, and is to come.” Whenever the living creatures give glory, honour and thanks to 
Him who sits on the throne and who lives for ever and ever, the twenty-four elders fall down 
before Him who sits on the throne, and worship Him who lives for ever and ever. They lay their 
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crowns before the throne and say: “You are worthy our Lord and God, to receive glory and 
honour and power, for You created all things and by Your will they were created and have their 
being.” 
The four creatures worship and praise the Lord for His holiness, His power and His eternal nature and 
plan. Whenever they worship, the twenty-four elders join them in worshipping God Almighty. By their 
actions they show they recognise the authority and position of  God. By their words they show God 
that He is deserving of  glory, honour and power. The reason for this is that He is the One who 
brought everything into existence and gives meaning to it all.

Chapter Five
Revelation 5 focuses on the One who sits at the right hand of  God the Father, the Lamb of  God, Jesus 
Christ. See Romans 8:34; Hebrews 1:3; Revelation 22:3.

The Scroll with the Seven Seals
Revelation 5:1-7 

Then I saw in the right hand of  Him who sat on the throne a scroll with writing on both sides 
and sealed with seven seals. And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming in a loud voice, “Who is 
worthy to break the seals and open the scroll?” But no one is heaven or earth or under the earth 
could open the scroll or even look inside it. I wept and wept because no one was found who 
was worthy to open the scroll and look inside. Then one of  the elders said to me, “Do not 
weep! See the Lion of  the tribe of  Judah, the Root of  David, has triumphed. He is able to open 
the scroll and its seven seals.” Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if  it had been slain, standing in 
the centre of  the throne, encircled by the four living creatures and the elders. He has seven 
horns and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of  God sent out into all the earth. He came 
and took the scroll from the right hand of  Him who sat on the throne.
John sees God having a scroll in His hand. This scroll contains the events of  the tribulation period.

The Identity of  the Scroll
Revelation 5:1

God is truly directing the affairs of  this world. This scroll being “in the right hand” of  God the Father 
helps us to understand that not only is He the source and controller of  all events, but that He has a 
plan that has already been determined. This scroll is rolled up from both ends. It has writing on both 
sides, which indicates that it contains an extensive message and may mean that its message has a great 
deal to say about the future. The seals will need to be broken in order to unroll it. In Daniel 12:4 Daniel 
is instructed to seal the scroll and in Daniel 12:9 this has taken place. However, that instruction to 
Daniel is about to be reversed.

The Importance of  the Scroll
 Revelation 5:2-4

This seven-sealed scroll contains everything that is recorded for us in Revelation 6 through to 
Revelation 22. John sees a mighty angel proclaiming a message with a loud voice. This indicates that 
this message is an urgent message. Someone, who is worthy to open the scroll needs to be found. John 
begins to weep for He understands that there is no one who can fulfil this all-important task. 
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The Introduction of  the Worthy One
Revelation 5:5-7

But then one of  the elders speaks up. He is part of  twenty-four elders who represent the completed 
body of  believers – the Church of  Jesus Christ that is now in heaven. And he brings comfort to John 
for he knows there is One who is worthy to break the seals; it is none other than the Lion of  the tribe 
of  Judah, the Root of  David. This title of  Jesus Christ refers to the Messianic promise given to Judah, 
the son of  Jacob in Genesis 49:8-10. The Messiah comes from the tribe of  Judah and is described as a 
lion, which speaks of  power, strength and majesty. Jesus Christ is the Messianic Lion who will rule and 
reign over all the earth. The term “Root of  David” is a reference to Isaiah 11:1-2. However, when John 
is looking for the Lion He sees a Lamb. The Lamb looks as if  it had been slain which points to Jesus 
Christ’s death on the cross on behalf  of  sinners according to John 1:29 and I Peter 1:18-19. John sees 
this Lamb standing in the centre of  the throne. 

In Hebrews 1:3 and Hebrews 10:12 Jesus Christ sits at the right hand of  the Father, which is a position 
of  rest. However, John sees Him standing, which indicates a position of  action for the time has come 
to take action against the inhabitants of  the earth and to set up His Kingdom over all. This Lamb is 
encircled by the four living creatures and the elders, which indicates that He is the object of  their 
worship and praise. John sees the Lamb as having “seven horns.” “Horns” are symbols of  authority 
and power either of  individual rulers or of  nations. See Daniel 7:7-8. The number “seven” may indicate 
the fullness of  the Lamb’s power and authority to rule and reign. Furthermore, John sees the Lamb as 
having “seven eyes” which are the seven spirits of  God or the seven-fold Spirit of  God. This indicates 
that God knows all things and sees all things according to Zechariah 4:10. Isaiah mentions the seven-
fold Spirit of  God in Isaiah 11:2. Having given us a description of  the Lamb, John then tells us that the 
Lamb takes the scroll out of  the right hand of  the Father. This is done in full confidence that He has 
the Father’s approval and blessing to do so.

The Song to the Lamb
Revelation 5:8-14 

And when He had taken it, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before 
the Lamb. Each one had a harp and they were holding golden bows full of  incense, which are 
the prayers of  the saints. And they sang a new song: “You are worthy to take the scroll and to 
open its seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased men for God from 
every tribe and language and people and nation. You have made them to be a kingdom and 
priests to serve our God and they will reign on the earth.” Then I looked and heard the voice 
of  many angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand. 
They encircled the throne and the living creatures and the elders. In a loud voice they sang: 
“Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength 
and honour and glory and praise!” Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and on 
the sea, and all that is in them, singing: “To Him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be 
praise and honour and glory and power, for ever and ever.” The four living creatures said, 
“Amen”, and the elders fell down and worshipped.
The key title John uses in this chapter is “The Lamb of  God.

The Reaction to the Taking of  the Scroll
Revelation 5:8-10

The moment the Lamb had taken the scroll the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders bow 
down before the Lamb and they begin to worship using harps as their instrument of  worship. See 
Psalm 33:2-3; Psalm 98:5; Psalm 147:7. John notices that the elders are holding golden bowls of  
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incense, which are the prayers of  the saints. The incense speaks of  the believers’ prayers rising up to 
the attention of  God. See Psalm 141:2. We have a similar scene in Revelation 8:3. These prayers very 
likely represent the long-standing prayers of  God’s people, including the prayer “may Your Kingdom 
come” from Matthew 6:10. John hears the elders singing a new song. The Psalms often speak of  
singing “a new song” to the Lord. See Psalm 33:3; Psalm 96:1; Psalm 144:9: Psalm 149:1. Isaiah too 
speaks of  “a new song” in Isaiah 42:10. In Revelation 14:3 we read about the 144,000 Jewish believers 
from the tribulation period who sing “a new song” which no one else can learn. The new song of  the 
elders shows us the reasons why the Lamb was worthy to open the scroll.

1. Because He was slain. 

2. Because He redeemed people from every tribe and language and people and nation.

3. Because He made believers of  kings and priests.

His blood was the price for our redemption. Our redemption is not based on our performance or 
personal worthiness – we were bought at a price and therefore belong to God according to I 
Corinthians 6:19-20 and I Peter 1:18-19. 

The twenty-four elders represent every tribe and language and people and nation. Jesus’ instruction in 
Matthew 28:19 to is make disciples of  all nations. Believers serve God as kings and priests, which has 
been made possible by the redemption of  Christ. Moreover, believers will reign on earth. Please note 
that some bible translations have rendered the words from the twenty-four elders as referring to others 
than themselves. In these bible translations we read in Revelation 5:20 “You have made them to be a 
kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth.” However, that is not correct. 
The text should read “You have made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God and we will 
reign on the earth.” For the twenty-four elders represent the completed Church who is in heaven when 
they are singing a new song. Consequently, they are singing about themselves and not about others who 
are yet to be redeemed.

Revelation 5:11-14

John then sees angels involved in the worship of  the Lamb together with the four living creatures and 
the twenty-four elders. Finally, John sees every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth 
praising God and the Lamb. Even the beings under the earth, which may refer to demonic spirits, will 
praise God and acknowledge Him. Such praise, adoration and worship will continue throughout 
eternity. To give such adoration to the Lamb clearly demonstrated His divine nature. Along with the 
Father He is worthy of  such praise.

Chapter Six 

Introduction
Many Bible teachers believe chapters 6 – 19 describe the Great Tribulation to which Daniel referred in 
Daniel 9:24-27 and Daniel 12:1-2 and Jesus referred to in Matthew 24:25, Mark 13, and Luke 21. 

We’ll read Revelation 6:1-8 

I watched as the Lamb opened the first of  the seven seals. Then I heard one of  the four living 
creatures say in a voice like thunder, “Come!” I looked, and there before me was a white horse! 
Its rider held a bow, and he was given a crown, and he rode out as a conqueror bent on 
conquest. When the Lamb opened the second seal, I heard the second living creature say, 
“Come!” Then another horse came out, a fiery red one. Its rider was given power to take peace 
from the earth and to make men slay each other. To him was given a large sword. When the 
Lamb opened the third seal, I heard the third living creature say, “Come!” I looked and there 
before me was a black horse! Its rider was holding a pair of  scales in his hand. Then I heard 
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what sounded like a voice among the four living creatures, saying, “A quart of  wheat for a 
day’s wages and three quarts of  barley for a day’s wages, and do not damage the oil and the 
wine!” When the Lamb opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of  the fourth living creatures 
say, “Come!” I looked, and there before me was a pale horse! Its rider was named Death, and 
Hades was following close behind him. They were given power over a fourth of  the earth to kill 
by sword, famine and plague, and by the wild beasts of  the earth.
John is invited to see the terrible judgements God’s wrath will inflict upon a rebellious and unrepentant 
world.

The First Seal Judgement
A Rider on a White Horse 

Revelation 6:1-2

Who is the rider on a white horse? The fact that the rider rides “a white horse” very likely suggests that 
this is a counterfeit Christ which Jesus has warned about in Matthew 24:4-5. Also see Matthew 24:23-
27. In addition to being a counterfeit Christ, his authority and position was not earned but given as we 
can see from the fact that “ he was given a crown. “ That he has a bow speaks of  military conquest. His 
motivation is to achieve military victory through his continual victories as the words “he rode out as a 
conqueror bent on conquest” show us. This person will come at the scene of  the time of  the Great 
Tribulation as foretold by Daniel in Daniel 7, 9, 11 and the Apostle Paul mentions him in II 
Thessalonians 2. This person will therefore be a world leader who will deceive and convince people that 
he is a messiah. He will gradually rise to power and eventually become the dominant ruler in the world. 

The Second Seal Judgement
A Rider on a Red Horse

Revelation 6:3-4

The symbolism of  a “fiery red” horse has been traditionally that of  war and bloodshed. The coming 
world ruler will arise in an atmosphere of  proclaiming peace but he will soon take it from the earth. At 
that time many people will be killed. 

This ruler is given a large sword which indicates that he will have unusual powers to declare his 
authority and influence over the affairs of  mankind. 

The Third Seal Judgement
A Rider on a Black Horse

Revelation 6:5-6

“A black horse “speaks of  death resulting from famine and starvation. Famine usually follows war and 
bloodshed. 

This horseman will bring the following tragic conditions: 

1. Prices are going to change as the “pair of  scales” suggests. 

2. Food prices are going to rise dramatically. Inflation will cause food prices to rise so 

    high that a whole day’s earning will be needed to purchase enough food for one meal 

    for a family. 

3. The quality of  food will change because of  the inflation. Barley is the food for animals 

    but families will begin to eat it instead of  wheat. 
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4. “Oil and wine” are items used by the rich and will not be affected by the  

     inflation,so the rich will continue to be rich while the poor will be poorer.

The Fourth Seal Judgement
A Rider on a Pale Horse

Revelation 6:7-8

This horse is the colour of  a corpse and goes well with the name of  its rider – Death, the only 
horseman named. The rider is followed by Hades, the abode of  all the sinful dead people, suggesting 
that this horse and its rider symbolise the tragedies that will come upon the unbelievers during the 
Tribulation period. This horse and its rider will have an impact on one fourth of  the world’s 
population, which could be as much as 1½ billion people. This mass killing will take place in four ways: 
by the sword, famine, plague and wild beasts. These four horsemen reveal the horror of  the coming 
tribulation that will affect mankind. Sadly there is much more to come.

The Fifth Seal Judgement
The Cry of  the Martyrs

Let’s read Revelation 6:9-17 

When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of  those who had been slain 
because of  the word of  God and the testimony they had maintained. They called out in a loud 
voice, “How Long, Sovereign Lord, holy and true, until you judge the inhabitants of  the earth 
and avenge our blood?” Then each of  them was given a white robe, and they were told to wait 
a little longer, until the number of  their fellow-servants and brothers who were to be killed as 
they had been was completed. I watched as He opened the sixth seal. There was a great 
earthquake. The sun turned back like sackcloth made of  goat hair, the whole moon turned 
blood red, and the stars in the sky fell to earth, as late figs drop from a fig tree when shaken by 
a strong wind. The sky receded like a scroll, rolling up, and every mountain and island was 
removed from its place. Then the kings of  the earth, the princes, the generals, the rich, the 
mighty, and every slave and free man hid in cases and among the rocks of  the mountains. 
They called to the mountains and the rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the face of  Him who 
sits on the throne and the wrath of  the Lamb! For the great day of  their wrath has come, and 
who can stand?” 

Revelation 6:9-11

The opening of  this seal reveals those who have lost their lives because of  their faith. They are most 
likely the martyrs of  throughout the centuries. No doubt, they have a special place in God’s heart and 
here they are honoured in a unique way. We are told that John saw them under the altar. This does not 
refer to the altar of  incense but more likely refers to the altar of  sacrifice. Their lives had been 
sacrificed much like the sacrificial animals were killed daily in the tabernacle and the temple. Since the 
text says that “they had been slain” it implies that they are not the ones who will be killed during the 
tribulation but had already been killed. They had been killed for the Word of  God and for their 
testimony. They had not seen the fulfilment of  the promises they had believed in. In light of  what they 
suffered and the long delay in the fulfilment of  God’s promises we can understand that they cried out 
to God for justice to be done. Life is filled with many injustices. It is only natural to want revenge. 
However, the bible is clear that vengeance and judgement belong to God as we can read in: 

 

 

15



Romans 12:19-21 

Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to 
avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord. On the contrary: If  your enemy is hungry, feed him; if  he 
is thirsty, give him something to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.” 
Do not be overcome with evil, but overcome evil with good. 
The martyrs of  the past simply cry out to God when He will do what He has promised and avenge 
their blood. These martyrs ask what many of  us ask today about the injustices and the evils in society – 
How long, O Lord. We learn from this passage that these martyrs were able to cry out to God and 
express their concern for the fulfilment of  what God had promised. Their white robes symbolise their 
righteousness before God. They are then told to wait a little longer, to rest a little longer. Afterwards, 
their lives will be full of  activity for they will be ruling and reigning with Christ in the Millennial 
Kingdom. Furthermore, they are told that others will join them who also have been killed for their 
faith. Once the number of  all the martyrs is full, then this killing of  believers will come to an end. 

The Sixth Seal Judgement
Cosmic Disturbances

Revelation 6:12-14

When the sixth seal is opened, John sees some amazing events that were predicted by the prophets long 
ago, He talks about an event he calls “a great earthquake.” Now we have had many earthquakes but it 
seems this is an earthquake like no other we have ever experienced. In the heavens the sun, moon, stars 
and sky are affected by the earthquake. The prophets Isaiah, Joel, and Amos predicted such an event in: 

Isaiah 13:6-13 

“Wail, for the day of  the Lord is near; it will come like the destruction from the Almighty. 
Because of  this, all hands will go limp, every man’s heart will melt. Terror will seize them, pain 
and anguish will grip them; they will writhe like a woman in labour, They will look aghast at 
each other, their faces aflame. See, the Day of  the Lord is coming – a cruel day, with wrath and 
fierce anger – to make the land desolate and destroy the sinners within it. The stars of  heaven 
and their constellations will not show their light. The rising sun will be darkened and the moon 
will not give its light. I will punish the world for its evil, the wicked for their sins. I will put an 
end to the arrogance of  the haughty and will humble the pride of  the ruthless. I will make man 
scarcer than pure gold, more rare than the gold of  Ophir. Therefore, I will make the heavens 
tremble; and the earth will shake from its place at the wrath of  the Lord Almighty, in the day 
of  His burning anger. 
Isaiah 34:1-4 

Come near, you nations, and listen; pay attention, you peoples! Let the earth hear and all that is 
in it, the world and all that comes out of  it! The Lord is angry with all nations; His wrath is 
upon all their armies. He will totally destroy them, He will give them over to slaughter. Their 
slain will be thrown out, their dead bodies will send up a stench; the mountains will be soaked 
with their blood. All the stars of  the heavens will be dissolved and the sky rolled up like a 
scroll; all the starry host will fall like withered leaves from the vine, like shrivelled figs from the 
fig tree. 
Joel 2:30-31 

“I will show wonders in the heavens and on the earth, blood and fire and billows of  smoke. 
The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of  the great and 
dreadful day of  the Lord. 
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Amos 8:9-10 

“In that day,” declares the Sovereign Lord, “I will make the sun go down at noon and darken 
the earth in broad daylight. I will turn your religious feasts into mourning and all your singing 
into weeping. I will make all of  you wear sackcloth and shave your heads. I will make that time 
like mourning for an only son and the end of  it like bitter day.” 
Even though some people believe these events to be interpreted symbolically, many commentators 
believe these events are literal and will take place as described, but they disagree as to when they will 
occur. We will look at three different viewpoints. 

Some believe that these passages refer to the earthquake which will occur at Christ’s return at the end 
of  the tribulation. Those who hold this view usually point out that a great earthquake does happen at 
the pouring out of  the seventh bowl of  wrath, described as the final plague on the earth which we find 
mentioned in Revelation 16:17-21. Though there are similarities between chapters 6 and 16, we need to 
recognise the differences for in chapter 6 the great day of  God’s wrath “has come” and in chapter 16 
the great day of  God’s wrath “is done.” The earthquake of  chapter 6 begins the judgement of  God and 
the earthquake in chapter 17 ends the judgement of  God. Some believe this earthquake is the one 
predicted in: 

Ezekiel 38:19 

In My zeal and fiery wrath I declare that at that time there shall be a great earthquake in the 
land of  Israel. 
However, the earthquake prophesied by Ezekiel will only happen in Israel while the earthquake in 
chapter 6 of  Revelation is predicted to affect every mountain and island. 

This earthquake will happen at the beginning of  the tribulation as the words in Revelation 6:17 show 
us:

For the great day of  Their wrath has come and who is able to stand? 
World leaders will panic along with all the people of  the world. They will realise this is not a normal 
earthquake but a demonstration of  the wrath of  God and “who is able to stand?” These words are 
similar to the words in: 

Malachi 3:2 

But who can endure the day of  His coming? Who can stand when He appears? For He will be 
like a refiner’s fire or a launderer’s soap. 
Similarly, Jesus spoke of  His coming day of  judgement in: 

Luke 21:25-26 

There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On the earth nations will be in anguish and 
perplexity at the roaring and tossing of  the sea. Men will faint from terror, apprehensive of  
what is coming on the world, for the heavenly bodies will be shaken. 

Many will be shaken
Revelation 6:15-17

Men and women, from the least to the greatest, realise that the judgement of  God has come upon 
them and they cower in fear. However, they do not repent of  their sins.
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Chapter Seven
Although church-age believers, represented by the twenty-four elders, are in heaven during the 
tribulation period on earth, there are two groups of  believers who will be living on the earth during this 
tragic time. One group consists of  144,000 people who are supernaturally protected by God from the 
judgements and the tragedies. The other group is an innumerable multitude that come from every 
nation and language and become believers during the tribulation. 

When the fifth seal was opened, we saw the martyrs of  the past concerned with the justice and 
vengeance of  God. 

In Revelation 6:11 we have the following statement: 

Then each of  them was given a white robe, and they were told to wait a little longer, until the 
number of  their fellow servants and brothers who were to be killed as they had been was 
completed. 
From this verse we learn that there will be others who are yet to be martyred for their faith. In chapter 
seven we will read about those who become believers in the tribulation period and suffer martyrdom 
because of  their faith. We also will read about a group of  Jewish believers who do not suffer 
martyrdom but will be used by God to spread His message of  salvation to the world. 

The Purpose of  the Four Angels
Revelation 7:1-3 

After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of  the earth, holding back the four 
winds of  the earth to prevent any wind from blowing on the land or on the sea or on any tree. 
Then I saw another angel coming up from the east, having the seal of  the living God. He 
called out in a loud voice to the four angels who had been given power to harm the land and 
the sea. “Do not harm the land or the sea or the trees until we put a seal on the foreheads of  
the servants of  our God.” 
These four angels have authority and power to carry out harm upon the earth, trees and sea but here 
they have to wait for the right time. They are told to wait for God’s judgements to be poured out until 
the 144,000 servants of  God are sealed or protected. This means that yes, these 144,000 will be present 
during the tribulation but they will not be harmed by what will take place around them for God has put 
His seal of  protection on them. 

The People Who are Sealed
Revelation 7:4-8 

Then I heard the number of  those who were sealed: 144,000 from all the tribes of  Israel. From 
the tribe of  Reuben 12,000, from the tribe of  Gad 12,000, from the tribe of  Asher 12,000, from 
the tribe of  Naphtali 12,000, from the tribe of  Manassah 12,000, from the tribe of  Simeon 
12,000, from the tribe of  Levi 12,000, from the tribe of  Issachar 12,000, from the tribe of  
Zebulun 12,000, from the tribe of  Joseph 12,000, from the tribe of  Benjamin 12,000. 
We are given the following details concerning these 144,000: 

1. They are called the servants of  God according to Revelation 7:3 

2. They are sealed on their foreheads according to Revelation 7:3 

3. They come from all the “tribes of  Israel” according to Revelation 7:4. 

5. From each tribe twelve thousand are listed. 
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6. Two tribes from Israel’s past history are not listed: Ephraim and Dan. 

    The absence of  the tribe of  Ephraim might be because of  their involvement in idolatry  

     in the past. 

In Hosea 4:17 we read: 

Ephraim is joined to idols; leave him alone. 
Similarly, the absence of  Dan might be because of  the tribe of  Dan’s involvement in idolatry in the past 
as we can learn from: 

Judges 18:30a 

There the Danites set up for themselves the idols…
7. Manasseh, Ephraim’s brother, is listed and so is their father, Joseph, perhaps as a 

    replacement for Ephraim. 

8. Levi is listed, even though this tribe as the priestly tribe had no land inheritance in 

    Israel’s past history.

The Scriptures contain twenty-nine lists of  the tribes of  Israel. Ezekiel 48 gives us a list of  tribes during 
the Millennial reign of  Christ. In this list Dan is mentioned first, and Ephraim appears again in the 
place of  Joseph, his father. Levi is not listed in the land divisions, but is honoured with a special place 
and area immediately around the Millennial Temple. The final list can be found in Ezekiel 48:30-34 
which deals with the names on the gates of  the New Jerusalem. Once again Ephraim is left out, but his 
father Joseph appears on the list. Manasseh is also missing and is replaced by Levi. This list represents 
the original listing in Genesis 35:22-26 where only the sons of  Jacob are listed, not the two sons of  
Joseph. The number of  each tribe, the listing of  the tribe, and the specific statement that they are 
“tribes of  Israel” point to a literal interpretation. It is speaking of  144,000 Jews who will be divinely 
protected from the judgements of  the tribulation to fulfill God’s purposes and plan. They are 
mentioned again in Revelation 14:1-5. 

The Great Tribulation Believers
Revelation 7:9-17 

After this I looked and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from 
every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and in front of  the Lamb. 
They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands. And they cried 
out in a loud voice: “Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.” 
All the angels were standing round the throne and around the elders and the four living 
creatures. They fell down on their faces before the throne and worshipped God, saying: 
“Amen! Praise and glory and wisdom and thanks and honour and power and strength, be to 
out God for ever and ever. Amen!” Then one of  the elders asked me, “These in white robes – 
who are they, and where did they come from?” I answered, “Sir, you know.” And he said, 
“These are they who have come out of  the Great Tribulation; they have washed their robes and 
made them white in the blood of  the Lamb. Therefore, they are before the throne of  God and 
serve him day and night in His temple; and He who sits on the throne will spread His tent over 
them. Never again will they hunger; never again will they thirst. The sun will not beat upon 
them, nor any scorching heat. For the Lamb at the centre of  the throne will be their Shepherd; 
He will lead them to springs of  living water. And God will wipe away every tear from their 
eyes.” 

19



Many, many people will be saved during the tribulation on earth. That is the good news. The bad news 
is that some will suffer greatly and be killed for their refusal to submit to the laws of  this world leader. 
We will take a closer look at him later on in the study. They are standing before the throne and in front 
of  the Lamb and are wearing white robes. This points out very clearly to their righteousness in Christ. 

They are holding palm branches in their hands which points to victory and rejoicing. This scene 
reminds us of  Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem which we can read about in:

John 12:13 

They took palm branches and went out to meet Him, shouting, “Hosanna!” Blessed is He who 
comes in the name of  the Lord. Blessed is the King of  Israel!” 
As for their identity, “they have come out of  the great tribulation.” This group of  believers is separate 
from any other group of  saved people throughout history. They are unique to the tribulation period. 
Yet, salvation is the same in the tribulation as it is today – they too are saved by the blood of  Jesus 
Christ, which paid for our sins. Very likely, they will die as martyrs and may well be the ones referred to 
in: 

Revelation 6:11 

Then each of  them was given a white robe, and they were told to wait a little longer, until the 
number of  their fellow servants and brothers who were to be killed as they had been was 
completed. 
These believers are promised a special place for they will before the throne of  God. 

God promises to protect them, which will mean that they no longer will have to undergo the hardships 
they suffered during the tribulation, such as hunger and thirst. We will come back to that when we 
study Revelation 13. 

And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes. Life on earth will have been very difficult for them 
and will have caused them to weep much but God promises that there will be no more sorrow once 
they are with Him in heaven.

Chapter Eight
The judgements of  the tribulation period are found written in the scroll that the Lamb of  God took 
from the right hand of  God the Father. The Lamb is the only one who is “worthy” to open the scroll 
and loose its seals. There are seven seals; six seals have already been opened. The seventh seal contains 
a rather extended message and reveals seven angels with seven trumpets. These trumpet judgements are 
found in the scroll after the seventh seal is broken. 

The Prelude to Judgement
Revelation 8:1-5 

When He opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half  an hour. And I 
saw the seven angels who stand before God, and to them were given seven trumpets. Another 
angel, who had a golden censer, came and stood at the altar. He was given much incense to 
offer, with the prayers of  all the saints, on the golden altar before the throne. The smoke of  the 
incense, together with the prayers of  the saints, went up before God from the angel’s hand. 
Then the angel took the censer, filled it with fire from the altar, and hurled it on the earth; and 
there came peals of  thunder, rumblings, flashes of  lightning and an earthquake. 
The silence is like the calm before the storm. After seeing and hearing all the praise and worship in 
heaven, this period of  silence was a dramatic pause to the events that would soon follow. Something 
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unusual is about to happen – something of  enormous importance. John saw seven angels who are 
ready to carry out God’s orders. They are given seven trumpets and they are entrusted with the 
responsibility to blow these trumpets, announcing the judgements of  Almighty God upon planet earth. 

Trumpets have often been used in the life of  Israel. 

A loud trumpet was blown at Mount Sinai at the giving of  the Law according to Exodus 19:19. 

One of  the feasts Israel celebrated was called the Feast of  Trumpets according to Leviticus 23:23-25. 

A trumpet was sounded on the Day of  Atonement during the Year of  Jubilee according to Leviticus 
25:9. 

Two silver trumpets were used to assemble the children of  Israel and direct them in moving from place 
to place during their wilderness journeys according to Numbers 10:1-8. 

The trumpets were also used to sound the alarm for going to war and when sacrifices were offered at 
the various feasts and celebrations according to Numbers 10:9-10. 

The prophet Joel speaks of  a trumpet being blown to sound an alarm concerning the coming day of  
the Lord according to Joel 2:1 and also speaks of  a trumpet being blown to call the people of  Israel to 
a fast and sacred assembly according to Joel 2:15. 

John writes in verse three that “another angel had a golden censer.” The word “another” means 
“another of  the same kind.” Therefore, this is an angel like the other seven angels. And “he was given 
much incense to offer”: We have here a beautiful picture of  an Old Testament practice. Every morning 
and evening, the priests would use a golden censer to put incense on the altar of  incense in front of  the 
second veil of  the tabernacle or temple. Behind this veil was the Holy of  Holies into which only the 
high priest could go once a year on the Day of  Atonement. The role of  the priest is to offer the prayers 
of  the people to God. The smoke of  the incense burning on the altar was a picture of  prayers rising to 
God. According to Revelation 8:3 this incense represents “the prayers of  all the saints.” No doubt, 
these prayers include the prayers of  the martyrs mentioned in: 

Revelation 6:10 

How long, Sovereign Lord, holy and true, until You judge the inhabitants of  the earth and 
avenge our blood? 
God is about to answer their prayers. The altar here is described as being “the golden altar before the 
throne.” It seems unlikely that this special altar and its special place would be an altar of  sacrifice. More 
likely, it is a beautiful fulfilment of  the altar of  incense which God commanded the Jews to build for 
worship in the tabernacle and temple. An altar in heaven is mentioned seven times in Revelation: 
Revelation 6:9; Revelation 8:3 (twice); Revelation 8:5; Revelation 9:13; Revelation 14:18; Revelation 16:7. 
The angel fills the censer with fire and hurls it on the earth as a demonstration that the trumpet 
judgements are answers to the prayers of  God’s people throughout history. To demonstrate how 
important these prayers are in bringing these judgements, we read of  a response from the throne of  
God in the form of  peals of  thunder, rumblings, lightning and an earthquake. God is indicating His full 
support: His authority and power are behind these judgements. 

The Punishment of  Four Trumpets
Revelation 8:6-13 

Then the seven angels who had the seven trumpets prepared to sound them. The first angel 
sounded his trumpet, and there came hail and fire mixed with blood, and it was hurled down 
upon the earth. A third of  the earth was burned up, a third of  the trees was burned up, and all 
the green grass was burned up. The second angel sounded his trumpet, and something like a 
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huge mountain, all ablaze, was thrown into the sea. A third of  the sea was turned into blood, a 
third of  the living creatures in the sea died, and a third of  the ships were destroyed. The third 
angel sounded his trumpet, and a great star, blazing like a torch, fell from the sky on a third of  
the rivers and on the springs of  water – the name of  the star is Wormwood. A third of  the 
waters turned bitter, and many people died from the waters that had become bitter. The fourth 
angel sounded his trumpet, and a third of  the sun was struck, a third of  the moon, and a third 
of  the stars so that a third of  them turned dark. A third of  the day was without light, and also a 
third of  the night. As I watched, I heard an eagle that was flying in mid-air call out in a loud 
voice: "Woe! Woe! Woe to the inhabitants of  the earth, because of  the trumpet blasts about to 
be sounded by the other three angels.” 
The seven angels now step forward with their trumpets and prepare themselves to sound God’s alarms 
– the day of  the Lord has come, the day of  God’s wrath. 

The First Trumpet Judgement
Trees and Grass burned up

Revelation 8:7

Hail and fire mixed with blood was hurled down upon the earth. This judgement is similar to one of  
the plagues in Egypt involving hail and fire according to Exodus 9:22-26. The passage in Revelation 
adds that the hail and fire were mingled with blood, probably indicating that many people were killed 
when this judgement comes upon the earth. This reminds us of  Joel 2:30-31 where we read that God 
will show wonders in the heavens and on the earth, blood and fire and billows of  smoke right before 
the coming of  the great and terrible day of  the Lord. We will remember as well that God rained hail, 
fire and brimstone on Sodom and Gomorrah and many people were killed, according to Genesis 19:24-
25. Trees and grass burned up. A judgement such as this has enormous effect upon the quality of  life 
and available food supply. Trees not only produce food, they are essential protection from violent 
storms and flooding. This verse predicts that one-third of  all trees on the planet are destroyed by this 
judgement. It is difficult to imagine what this might mean for the survival of  mankind. This judgement 
destroys “all green grass.” That fact alone will affect animal life which depends on green grass for food. 
The appearance of  the planet will radically change, and it will seem as though the entire earth has 
become a wasteland or desert. 

Second Judgement Trumpet
Sea Life and Ships destroyed

Revelation 8:8-9

The mountain that was thrown into the sea is not a literal mountain that was burning, but something 
like a burning mountain. Some commentators have suggested this refers to a giant meteor. Others have 
suggested it refers to an atomic or nuclear explosion. The first plague of  Egypt turned the water of  the 
River Nile into blood according to Exodus 7:14-25. Something similar occurs at the Second trumpet 
Judgement of  Revelation 8. Three consequences are described: One-third of  the sea becomes blood. 
The word “sea” is preceded by the word “the”. That would seem to indicate a definite sea and very 
likely refers to the Mediterranean Sea. That the sea became blood may suggest that either animal or 
human life has been destroyed by this supernatural catastrophe. One-third of  the sea life is killed. The 
Mediterranean Sea is filled with fish, supplying the food needs of  many countries and peoples. 

This disaster will have a serious effect upon the peoples of  the world, especially those who live in 
countries depending upon the fishing industry in the Mediterranean. We find similar descriptions of  
destruction to animal life in Hosea 4:3 and Zephaniah 1:2-3. One-third of  the ships are destroyed. This 
particular tragedy becomes more significant when we realise that the Mediterranean Sea is covered with 
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naval vessels, cruise ships and fishing boats of  all sizes. One-third of  these ships will be destroyed in 
this one judgement, and, of  course, many lives will be lost.

Third Trumpet Judgement 
River and Springs made bitter 

Revelation 8:10-11

A great star fell from the sky. Many believe this great star is a meteorite. If  that is so, then it is certainly 
an unusual one which affects one-third of  the rivers and springs of  water. The star is called Wormwood 
after the strong, bitter taste of  the wormwood plant, an Old Testament symbol for bitterness and 
sorrow. 

In Lamentation 3:15 we read: 

He has filled me with bitter herbs and sated me with gall. 
And we read in Amos 5:7 

You who turn justice into bitterness and cast righteousness to the ground. 
Jeremiah describes God’s judgement on those who disobey Him in similar terms according to Jeremiah 
9:13-15 and Jeremiah 23:15. 

“Wormwood” is God’s judgement upon those who disobey Him. Although not itself  lethal, 
wormwood’s bitter taste suggests death. This tragic judgement affecting the water supply of  the world 
and bringing about the death of  many is a consequence upon those who refuse to submit to God’s 
authority in their lives. We all need water; it is basic to human survival. 

The Fourth Trumpet Judgement
Sun, Moon and Stars darkened

Revelation 8:12

This judgement causes a reduction of  light. The problems arising from this judgement extend to many 
areas of  life that we take for granted. The light sources of  the universe all struck by this judgement. 
God clearly shows us that they are also dependant upon His power and control. The sun, moon and 
stars have been consistently used by pagan religions as objects of  worship. God shows us in this one 
judgement that He alone is to be worshipped. As with the first judgement, this judgement reminds us 
of  one of  the plagues in Egypt when total darkness covered the land for three days according to 
Exodus 10: 21-23. 

Some interpret the 33 percent reduction of  light to mean that the daytime lasts for eight hours and the 
night time for sixteen hours. However, the wording of  this judgement implies an overall reduction of  
light for these heavenly bodies so that even the daylight hours are darkened to some extent. Jesus 
predicted that there would be “signs in the sun, moon and stars” according to Luke 21:25. In addition, 
several Old Testament prophets foretold this coming day of  darkness, in Isaiah 13:10; Jeremiah 4:23; 
Ezekiel 32:7-8; Joel 2:31; Joel 3:15; Amos 5:20. It is clear that the Hebrew prophets knew of  this 
coming judgement of  the Lord upon the sun, moon and stars.

The Proclamation of  a flying Eagle or Angel
Revelation 8:13

Even though many manuscripts have used the term “eagle” here, evidence can support for the term 
“angel” to be used instead. The use of  angels to announce God’s plans is well known – why would an 
exception occur at this point? Angels are blowing the trumpets to announce these judgements – why 
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not an angel to warn the planet that the worst is yet to come? Three “woes” are to come. Each “woe” 
indicates a warning of  what is to come. The last three trumpets are more severe than the first four. 
Each of  these “woes” corresponds to one the last three trumpet judgements. These judgements will fall 
upon “the inhabitants of  the earth”, a term referring to unbelievers who take the mark of  the beast 
according to Revelation 13:16 and do not repent of  their deeds. They are the ones who do not have the 
seal of  God on their foreheads according to Revelation 9:4. And what is coming is far more severe than 
what has already been experienced.

Chapter Nine
At the end of  chapter eight we were warned of  the terrible judgements remaining to be brought upon 
the earth. The awesomeness of  these catastrophes is now described in chapter nine as the fifth and the 
sixth trumpet are blown. In the first, an unusual locust plague is described, unlike anything mankind has 
ever experienced. Following that, and perhaps related to it, is an army of  200 million horsemen who 
bring death to one-third of  the remaining world’s population. 

Locusts Out of  Hell
Revelation 9:1-12 

The fifth angel sounded his trumpet, and I saw a star that had fallen from the sky to the earth. 
The star was given the key to the shaft of  the Abyss. When he opened the Abyss, smoke rose 
from it like the smoke from a gigantic furnace. The sun and sky were darkened by the smoke 
from the Abyss. And out of  the smoke locusts came down upon the earth and were given 
power like that of  scorpions of  the earth. They were told not to harm the grass of  the earth or 
any plant or tree, but only those people who did not have the seal of  God on their foreheads. 
They were not given power to kill them, but only to torture them for five months. And the 
agony they suffered was like that of  the sting of  a scorpion when it strikes a man. During 
those days men will seek death, but will not find it; they will long to die, but death will elude 
them. The locusts looked like horses prepared for battle. On their heads they wore something 
like crowns of  gold, and their faces resembles human faces. Their hair was like women’s hair, 
and their teeth were like lion’s teeth. They had breastplates like breastplates of  iron, and the 
sound of  their wings was like the thundering of  many horses and chariots rushing into battle. 
They had tails and stings like scorpions, and in their tails they had power to torment people for 
five months. They had as king over them the angel of  the Abyss, whose name in Hebrew is 
Abbadon, and in Greek, Apollyon. The first woe is past; two other woes are yet to come. 

The leader of  the Locusts is the devil himself
Revelation 9:1-2, 11

It is very likely that the leader of  these locusts is the devil himself. The reasons for this are: 

1. This leader is pictured as a “star fallen from heaven” and this star is identified as “him” 

    indicating a real personal being. 

2. In Revelation 1:20 we are told that “stars” represent “angels”. Therefore, we can  

    assume that here too the “star” is in fact an angel. Also in Revelation 9:11 the king of  

    the locusts is “the angel of  the Abyss”. 

3. This “star” had “fallen from the sky” indicating a moral failure. In Jude 6-7 we learned 

    of  angels who have experienced such ruin. 

4. Satan is an angel, morally fallen from his original state. Isaiah writes of  the moral fall 
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    of  satan in Isaiah 14: 12-15 and states that it was his pride that caused it to happen. 

    Jesus identifies him as a liar and a murderer according to John 8:44. Matthew speaks of  

   “the devil and his angels” in Matthew 25:41. 

5. The Scriptures indicate that satan has access to God in heaven where he continues to 

    bring accusations against the people of  God according to Job 1:6-12. One day this will 

    end according to Revelation 12:10. At that time he will be completely removed from 

    heaven, which is very likely during the tribulation period. His final destiny is to be 

    thrown into the lake of  fire where he will be tormented day and night forever 

    according to Revelation 20:10. 

6. This “fallen angel”, satan, is given a key which clearly shows us that his power and 

    authority is being determined and controlled by God Himself. In Revelation 1:18 we 

    are told that “the keys of  Death and Hades” are in the hands and control of  Jesus 

    Christ. Satan is not the king of  hell – he is the chief  prisoner. The key that unlocks the 

    chains of  those demonic spirits in hell was given to satan. He obviously did not have it 

    in his control. 

   God allows him to unleash his fury against a world that has rejected the Lord. The Day 

   of  God’s wrath has come and God is using satan to fulfil His purposes. The key is for 

   the “Abyss”. Luke describes this place as a “place of  torment” in Luke 16:19-31. The 

   apostle Peter describes it in II Peter 2:4 as a place of  “gloomy dungeons”. Satan 

   himself  will be bound for a thousand years in this Abyss according to Revelation 20:1-

   3. This will happen before he is thrown into the lake of  fire. 

7. The locusts come out of  the Abyss. Their king was the angel of  the Abyss. The fact 

    that the locusts had a king over them would indicate that these locusts were not literal 

    locusts but were demons with satan as their king. Proverbs 30:27 speaks of  literal 

    locusts. They do not have a king over them.

The locusts are demons out of  hell who were given power
Revelation 9:3-10

As we have already mentioned, these locusts who were demons, were now given power. They operate 
under divine permission; their authority, or power, comes ultimately from God. This proves that, in 
fact, all things, including demons, are working towards accomplishing God’s purposes and will, as we 
can read in Ephesians 1:11 and Romans 11:36. There are limitations to their authority. Their authority is 
limited to a time period of  five months and in that period they are not to harm the grass on the earth 
or any plant or tree but only those people who did not have the seal of  God on their foreheads. They 
can torment people but cannot kill them. 

The agony they will cause people is like that of  a person being stung by a scorpion. Though a scorpion 
sting is painful, it is not deadly. The result of  their agony upon people is that people will want to die but 
will not be able to die. John has great difficulty in trying to find the appropriate words to describe the 
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appearance of  these demonic beings. He ends up with the following description: They look like horses 
prepared for battle. And the sound of  their wings was like the thundering of  many horses and chariots 
rushing into battle. We have a similar wording in Joel 2:4-5. 

He goes on by saying: They wear on their heads something like crowns of  gold; their faces are like that 
of  human faces; their hair is like women’s hair; their teeth are like lion’s teeth. Their breastplates are like 
breastplates of  iron. They have tails and stings like scorpions. The word “like” makes it very clear that 
John is not giving us a literal description but possibly tries to indicate something about them: for 
instance, “crowns like gold” may indicate that they will be conquerors and achieve some sort of  victory 
in the worldwide conflicts for power during the tribulation. Their “breastplates like iron” may indicate 
that they are immune to any attempts by governments and people to resist them. 

Only the Beginning
Revelation 9:12

Revelation 9:12 declares that two more “woes” are coming.

The Infernal Army
Revelation 9:13-21 

The sixth angel sounded his trumpet, and I heard a voice coming from the horns of  the golden 
altar that is before God. It said to the sixth angel who had the trumpet, “Release the four 
angels who are bound at the great river Euphrates.” And the four angels who had been kept 
ready for this very hour and day and month and year were released to kill a third of  mankind. 
The number of  the mounted troops was two hundred million. I heard their number. The 
horses and riders I saw in my vision looked like this; Their breastplates were fiery red, dark 
blue, and yellow as sulphur. The heads of  the horses resembled the heads of  lions, and out of  
their mouths came fire, smoke and sulphur. A third of  mankind was killed by the three plagues 
of  fire, smoke and sulphur that came out of  their mouths. The power of  the horses was in their 
mouths and in their tails; for their tails were like snakes, having heads with which they inflict 
injury. The rest of  mankind that were not killed by these plagues still did not repent of  the 
work of  their hands; they did not stop worshipping demons, and idols of  gold, silver, bronze, 
stone and wood – idols that cannot see or hear or walk. Nor did they repent of  their murders, 
their magic arts, their sexual immorality or their thefts. 
While the fifth and the sixth trumpet judgements are distinct, there is one major similarity – they both 
describe the attack of  demons upon the world’s population. 

The Control of  this Army
Revelation 9:13-15

John hears a voice near the throne of  God. This could have been the voice of  an angel but we do not 
know for sure. He hears that four angels are to be released. The angels are fallen angels who have been 
bound up to this time but their time to be released has come. There is a set of  four angels who stand at 
the four corners of  the earth according to Revelation 7:1. These are God’s good angels and are not 
described as being bound. Only fallen angels are bound as we can read in II Peter 2:4 and Jude 6-7. 

These angels were bound at the river Euphrates, which is one of  the four rivers that came out of  the 
Garden of  Eden: 

1. This river is the eastern boundary of  Israel according to Genesis 15:18 (cf  

    Deuteronomy 1:7; Joshua 1:4, I Kings 4:21-24). 

2. This river is also the traditional boundary between East and West. 
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3. (The Romans lived in constant fear of  the Parthian Empire on the other side of  the 

    River Euphrates). 

4. Reference to the River Euphrates dates from the Garden of  Eden according to 

   Genesis 2:14-15 and sin began here according to Genesis 3:6-7. 

 

Through their actions, the world’s population is reduced by one-third. Earlier in the tribulation one-
fourth of  the world population was eliminated by the fourth seal judgement according to Revelation 
6:7-8 and others died from polluted waters according to Revelation 8:10-11. By this time over half  of  
the world’s population has died. The day of  God’s wrath has indeed come. 

The Characteristics of  this Army
Revelation 9:16-17

The four angels seem to influence a very large army to arise – 200 million strong. It is possible to take 
this figure literally but it certainly speaks of  an army that is impossible to count and is greater than 
mankind has ever seen. This time John saw horses and “their breastplates were fiery red, dark blue, and 
yellow as sulphur”. The word “like” is not mentioned in these sentences. However, the heads of  the 
horses were like “the heads of  lions”. Here the symbolic language describes the nature and purpose of  
such an army, ready to devour like a hungry lion as we can read about in I Peter 5:8. Out of  their 
mouths came “fire, smoke and sulphur”. Since these three things result in the death of  one-third of  
mankind, weapons of  warfare may be described here. 

The Consequences of  this Army
Revelation 9:18-21

It is hard to imagine such consequences. Their power was not only in their mouths but in their tails as 
well. This may mean that this attack may bring injury or harm in other ways that just death to one-third 
of  the population of  the world. 

Nevertheless, the survivors of  this terrible war refuse to repent of  their sins. John specifies four 
particular sins the people at that time are not willing to give up: 

Murders: At least in Western Society crime continues to be portrayed and promoted in movies. 
Television, books etc. In addition to the killing of  people on our streets, we now tolerate the most 
terrible of  all crimes – the murder of  the unborn. The horrible sin of  abortion has taken the lives of  
millions of  children before they ever had the chance to see life outside their mother’s womb. The blood 
of  innocent children is on the hands of  an unrepentant generation. 

Magic arts: This is not just about being involved in occult practices, although that is a part of  it. The 
Greek word used here indicates a use of  drugs, which has become a worldwide tragedy. 

Sexual immorality: The sex slave trade is increasing today. And particularly in the West, there is an 
increase of  acceptance of  homosexuality and lesbianism even within the Church. 

Thefts: Stealing is a national and an international problem that is literally out of  control. 

What a tragic picture of  depravity presented in this prophecy – a clear reminder to all of  us that we 
need a change of  heart that is possible only through the forgiveness and cleansing of  God through His 
Son Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour.
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Chapter Ten
After describing six terrible trumpet judgements which result in millions of  people being killed, John is 
given a vision of  a mighty angel with a little scroll that prepares him for what is yet ahead. The origin 
scroll in Revelation 5:1 was sealed with seven seals. Each of  those seals has now been broken by Jesus 
Christ and the message unveiled for all to read. The seventh seal introduced us to seven trumpets 
according to Revelation 8:1-2 and we are now looking at the seventh trumpet which contains the 
longest message of  all. This very likely takes place at the middle of  the tribulation, so it covers the last 
three and a half  years of  the tribulation period during which the most awful holocaust of  terror, 
suffering, violence and catastrophe the world has ever seen will take place according to Matthew 21:21. 

The Appearance of  a Mighty Angel
Revelation 10:1-4 

Then I saw another mighty angel coming down from heaven. He was robed in a cloud, with a 
rainbow above his head; his face was like the sun, and his legs were like fiery pillars. He was 
holding a little scroll, which lay open in his hand. He planted his right foot and the sea and his 
left foot on the land, and he gave a loud shout like the roar of  a lion. When he shouted, the 
voices of  the seven thunders spoke. And when the seven thunders spoke, I was about to write; 
but I heard a voice from heaven say, “Seal up what the seven thunders have said and do not 
write it down.” 

The Identity of  the Angel
Revelation 10:1-3

“Another mighty angel” comes down from heaven. The original text indicates that this is another angel 
of  the same kind, meaning he too is an angel. 

Some of  the characteristics are very like those of  Jesus Christ such as: 

1. “He is robed in a cloud” which is a symbol of  Divine Presence according to Exodus 

    40:34-38; Psalm 104:3; Daniel 7:13; Revelation 1:7. 

2. “He has a rainbow above his head” which reminds us of  Revelation 4:3 where it states 

     that there is a rainbow around the throne of  God the Father as a picture of  His 

     faithfulness according to Psalm 89. 

3. “His face is like the sun” reminds us of  the description of  Jesus Christ that His face is 

     like the sun shining in all its brilliance according to Revelation 1:16 

4. “His legs are like fiery pillars” reminds us of  the description of  Jesus Christ that His 

     feet are like bronze glowing in a furnace according to Revelation 1:15. 

So, can this angel be the Lord Jesus Christ? No, definitely not, for Jesus Christ is never described as an 
angel in the Book of  Revelation. He is the Lord of  the angels, using them to execute His judgements 
and purposes on the earth. The angel holds a little scroll in his hand. The original word for the scroll in 
Revelation 5:1 is different from the word used for this little scroll but that does not necessarily mean 
that this scroll contains a different message. The size of  the scroll may point to the fact that most of  
the message within the scroll has already been revealed and only a small portion remains. 

This angel sets his right foot on the sea and his left foot on the land, which points to the fact that God 
has authority and control over the whole earth. And the message that he brings will affect the whole 
world. The angel gives a loud shout like the roar of  a lion. God’s anger is described as the roaring of  a 
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lion in Hosea 5:14. We find God referred to as a lion roaring in Isaiah 31:4; Hosea 11:10 and Amos 3:8, 
emphasizing the importance of  His message and the power and majesty of  His authority and 
sovereignty over all. 

The Instruction about the Seven Thunders
Revelation 10:4

The angel’s voice was accompanied by the sound of  seven thunders who “spoke.” Such thunders do 
come forth from the throne of  God in Revelation 4:5 and emphasize the importance of  God’s message 
and purposes. See also Revelation 8:5. 

The number seven could emphasize the completeness of  the message or be a symbolic number that 
points to the voice of  God. We read in Psalm 29:3 that “the God of  glory thunders” speaking of  the 
power of  His voice. As John was about to write down the message which the seven thunders spoke, 
another voice stopped him and told him that he was the seal the message but not to write it down.” It is 
difficult to understand why God does not allow John to write down these words. We simply have to 
leave this matter in God’s hands. He knows the reason why this happened and we don’t. 

The Announcement of  this Mighty Angel
Revelation 10:5-7 

Then the angel I had seen standing on the sea and on the land raised his right hand to heaven. 
And he swore by him who lives for ever and ever, who created the heavens and all that is in 
them, the earth and all that is in it, and the sea and all that is in it, and said, “There will be no 
more delay! But in the days when the seventh angel is about to sound his trumpet, the mystery 
of  God will be accomplished, just as he announced to his servants the prophets.” 

The Announcement is Based on God’s Authority
Revelation 10:5-6

The angel swears by God, emphasizing God’s authority behind what is to take place. The importance 
of  God’s character and promises are being seen here. God will not lie. The end is coming. God’s 
purposes will be fulfilled on this planet. 

The Announcement is Based on God’s Timing
Revelation 10:6b

The angel announces that there will be no more delay. God is now ready to complete His predicted 
plans for judging the world and to answer the prayers of  the saints as prayed in Revelation 6:9-11. 

The events which are described in the little scroll will happen “in the days when the seventh angel 
is about to sound his trumpet.” These days may well cover the last three-and-a-half  year of  the 
tribulation period. We read of  the sounding of  the seventh trumpet in Revelation 11:15 but the words 
“it is done” do not appear until the seventh and last plague in Revelation 16:17. 

The Announcement is Based on God’s Promise
Revelation 10:7

The long standing promise of  God is called “the mystery of  God”. He had announced this promise, 
this mystery, to his servants, the prophets. The time for its fulfilment has come and it will therefore no 
longer be a mystery for God is now revealing what He will do. The prophets understood parts of  this 
mystery but did not understand it in its complete fulfilment. According to Revelation 11:15, this 
mystery of  God includes the fact that the kingdoms of  this world will become the kingdom of  our 
Lord and His Christ meaning it will involve the establishment of  God’s kingdom on earth with His 
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Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, ruling and reigning over all. The mystery includes how this will all take 
place. The prophets predicted it would come, but they did not have all the details, which the Book of  
Revelation will now give us.

The Application of  the Angel’s Message to John
Revelation 10:8-11 

Then the voice that I had heard from heaven spoke to me once more: “Go, take the scroll that 
lies open in the hand of  the angel who is standing on the sea and the land.” So I went to the 
angel and asked him to give me the little scroll. He said to me, “Take it and eat it. It will turn 
your stomach sour, but in your mouth it will be as sweet as honey.” I took the little scroll from 
the angel’s hand and ate it. It tasted as sweet as honey in my mouth, but when I had eaten it, 
my stomach turned sour. Then I was told, “You must prophesy again about many peoples, 
nations, languages and kings.” 

The Message Reveals a Previous Revelation
Revelation 10:8-9

John was told to eat the scroll. This reminds us of  the prophet Ezekiel who was instructed to eat a 
scroll as well in Ezekiel 2:9 – Ezekiel 3:3. The eating of  the scroll symbolises that the message becomes 
a part of  him. 

The Message Involves a Two-fold Response
Revelation 10:10

The message which John receives is a message that is sweet but it will turn sour in his stomach. To hear 
God’s Word and to know that He will fulfil His promises is sweet news. Yet, at the same time it is a 
sorrowful message for the message promises much suffering which is to come upon the world. This is a 
difficult message for John to carry. Also, it will be a difficult message for any one who is called by God 
to proclaim this message of  God’s judgement and wrath and those who are called to do so will need 
their hearts to be prepared before bringing such a message. 

The Message Indicates a Special Responsibility.
Revelation 10:11

John is told that he must speak. This cannot have been easy for John to do, yet he is commanded by the 
angel to obey and to speak. This message of  God’s coming judgement and wrath may not be a popular 
message, yet it needs to be preached even today.

Chapter Eleven
This chapter is part of  the sixth trumpet judgement, the second woe. After John was told that he must 
prophesy again, chapter 11 opens with a strange request for John to measure the temple, its altar and its 
worshippers. Before the seventh angel sounds his trumpet, John is given a picture of  what will happen 
in the city of  Jerusalem during the tribulation period. The focus is on the ministry of  the two witnesses. 

The Two Witnesses and the Temple of  God
Revelation 11:1-14 

I was given a reed like a measuring rod and was told, “Go and measure the temple of  God and 
the altar, and count the worshippers there. But exclude the outer court; do not measure it, 
because it has been given to the Gentiles. They will trampled on the Holy City for 42 months. 
And I will give power to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy for 1260 days, clothed in 
sackcloth. These are the two olive trees and the two lampstands that stand before the Lord of  
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the earth. If  anyone tries to harm them, fire comes from their mouths and devours their 
enemies. This is how anyone who wants to harm them must die. These men have power to 
shut up the sky so that it will not rain during the time they are prophesying; and they have 
power to turn the waters into blood and to strike the earth with every kind of  plague as often 
as they want. Now, when they have finished their testimony, the beast that comes up from the 
Abyss will attack them, and overpower and kill them. Their bodies will lie in the street of  the 
Great City, which is figuratively called Sodom and Egypt, where also their Lord was crucified. 
For three and a half  days men from every people, tribe, language and nation will gaze on their 
bodies and refuse them burial. The inhabitants of  the earth will gloat over them and will 
celebrate by sending each other gifts, because these two prophets had tormented those who 
live on earth. But after three and a half  days a breath of  life from God entered them, and they 
stood on their feet, and terror struck those who saw them. Then they heard a loud voice from 
heaven saying to them, “Come up here.” And they went up to heaven in a cloud, while their 
enemies looked on. At that very hour there was a severe earthquake and a tenth of  the city 
collapsed. Seven thousand people were killed in the earthquake, and the survivors were 
terrified and gave glory to the God of  heaven. The second woe has passed; the third woe is 
coming soon. 

The Measuring of  the Temple of  God
Revelation 11:1-2

When studying this chapter two questions will arise. They are: 

1. Will Jerusalem once again have a temple? 

2. Why did John have to measure the temple, the altar and count the worshippers 

    there? 

At the moment there is preparation happening to rebuild a temple but there are enormous challenges 
because right now there is a mosque on the temple mount so any effort to build a Jewish temple would 
be met with great resistance by the Palestinians. 

However, the Scriptures seem to imply that a temple will be rebuilt and be in use in Jerusalem during 
the time of  the tribulation. Daniel refers to it in Daniel 9:27, a passage which Jesus refers to in:

Matthew 24:15-16 

So when you see standing in the holy place “the abomination of  desolation,” spoken of  
through the prophet Daniel – let the reader understand – then let those who are in Judea flee to 
the mountains. 
“The abomination of  desolation” refers to a coming world leader who makes a seven-year 
agreement with Israel but then breaks it midway. The building of  a temple is confirmed in Daniel 
12:11. This world leader, who initially appears to be on Israel’s side, will eventually desecrate the temple 
by going into its Holy of  holies, which only the high priest is allowed to do. John was told to measure 
the temple, which is an area that uniquely belongs to God. The measuring of  the temple has been 
recorded as well in Zechariah 2, Ezekiel 40 and Revelation 21. He may have been told to do this in 
preparation for what is to come: the Gentiles will once again take control of  Jerusalem and its holy 
sites. John is told to count the worshippers. This may refer to the fact that God will protect His people 
during the takeover of  the Gentiles. This takeover will last for forty-two months and will be a time of  
great trouble and persecution. 

Jesus predicted that Jerusalem would be in Gentile hands until “the times of  the Gentiles” were 
fulfilled or ended according to Luke 21:24. The times of  the Gentiles will end when the Messiah comes 
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at the end of  the tribulation to set up His kingdom on earth according to Revelation 20. 

The Message of  the Two Witnesses
Revelation 11:3

Revelation 11:3 mentions the appearance of  two witnesses who will preach and prophesy for 1260 days. 
This will take place during the first half  of  the tribulation period. They will wear sackcloth, which 
speaks of  repentance. Their serious message very likely will tell people the need to mourn over their 
sins and to get right with God. 

The Meaning of  the Two Witnesses
Revelation 11:4

Revelation 11:4 refers to Zechariah 4. The prophet Zechariah preached a message of  repentance to the 
people of  Israel during the days of  Babylonian captivity. The two olive trees and the two lampstands 
refer to Joshua, the religious leader, and Zerubbabel, the political leader who would take the people 
back to Israel and inspire them to rebuild the fallen ruins of  the temple. This historical event points to 
a future event when the temple will be rebuilt and perhaps these two witnesses will be used to inspire 
the Jewish people to rebuild the temple. These two witnesses are used by God to bring His message to 
the world and perhaps even to the nation of  Israel during the tribulation period. As for their identity, 
though various suggestions have been made, the best possible suggestion is that they are Moses and 
Elijah. Elijah is to appear before the return of  the Messiah according to Malachi 4:5-6. John the Baptist 
had come in the spirit and power of  Elijah according to Luke 1:17 And he will go on before the Lord, 
in the spirit and power of  Elijah, to turn the hearts of  the fathers to their children and the disobedient 
to the wisdom of  the righteous – to make ready a people prepared for the Lord. 

If  the people of  Israel had repented and received the message of  the coming King and His Kingdom 
then John the Baptist would have fulfilled the prophecy concerning Elijah’s ministry before the coming 
of  the Lord according to:

Matthew 11:14 

And if  you are willing to accept it, he is the Elijah who was to come. 
However, they did not accept Jesus as their Messiah, so we still wait for the return of  the Messiah and 
the coming of  the prophet Elijah before His return. 

The Protection of  the Two Witnesses
Revelation 11:5

God supernaturally protects these two witnesses by giving them extraordinary power. Anyone who 
wants to harm them will die. Moses had a similar experience according to Numbers 16:35. So did 
Elijah, according to II Kings 1:10-12. 

The Power of  the Two Witnesses
Revelation 11:6

Their power to shut up the sky so that it will not rain during the time they are prophesying reminds us 
of  the same kind of  power that Elijah displayed according to James 5:17-18. which is a reference to I 
Kings 17 and 18. And it was Moses who struck the water of  the river Nile in Egypt so that “the water 
was changed into blood” according to Exodus 7:20. Furthermore, it was Moses who declared the 
various plagues over Egypt according to Exodus 7-11. 
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The Killing of  the Two Witnesses
Revelation 11:7-10

These two witnesses are eventually killed by none other than “the beast.” There are a total thirty-six 
references to “the beast” in Revelation and this is the first reference. This beast which comes up from 
the Abyss is very likely this world leader who is energised by satan himself. It is quite amazing that this 
person is able to kill these two witnesses since they are able to destroy their enemies with fire from their 
mouths. However, their death happens because it is part of  God’s plan and purpose.

Their bodies will be on display in “the great city”. The term “the great city” appears ten times in 
Revelation: it is used of  the New Jerusalem, the heavenly city in Revelation 21:10 as well as the city of  
Babylon in Revelation 14:8; Revelation 16:19; Revelation 17:18; Revelation 18:10, 16, 18, 19, 21. The 
city described here is the earthly Jerusalem, the place where also our Lord was crucified. It is interesting 
that Jerusalem is also figuratively called “Sodom and Egypt” during the tribulation period. This may 
well be because the city will be like Sodom with all its sinfulness and immorality and like Egypt which 
speaks of  oppression and slavery at that time. For three and a half  days these bodies will be exposed to 
the people every where. Today that is possible because of  the Internet, TV etc. The world will celebrate 
their deaths because their message of  repentance had tormented them. Hebrews 11:35-38 speaks of  
the way the prophets of  God have been treated in the past and conclude that “the world is not worthy” 
of  them. 

The Resurrection of  the Two Witnesses
Revelation 11:11-13

After three and a half  days these two witnesses come back alive again. They are then commanded to 
“come up here”. Their ascension is a very public event and reminds us of  Jesus’ ascension into heaven 
in Acts 1-9. This is followed by a severe earthquake during which time one tenth of  the city collapses. 
As a consequence of  the earthquake seven thousand people die. Those who survive give glory to God. 
This may possibly indicate that at that time a remnant of  Jewish people begin to believe in the Lord 
and give Him glory, 

The Third Woe is Coming
Revelation 11:14

Much has happened since the sixth trumpet was blown. It all started in Revelation 9:13 with the 
invasion of  a great army that kills one-third of  the human race. Now the announcement comes that the 
last and seventh trumpet is to be blown. According to Revelation 10:7 it will be that, in the days “when 
the seventh angel is about to blow his trumpet that the mystery of  God will be accomplished.” 

The Seventh Trumpet: The Majesty of  God and His Plan
Revelation 11:15-19 

The seventh angel sounded his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven, which said: 
“The kingdom of  the world has become the kingdom of  our Lord and His Christ, and He will 
reign for ever and ever.” And the twenty-four elders, who were seated on their thrones before 
God, fell on their faces and worshipped God, saying, “We give thanks to You, Lord God 
Almighty, the One who is and who was, because You have taken Your great power and have 
begun to reign. The nations were angry and Your wrath has come. The time has come for 
judging the dead, and for rewarding your servants, the prophets, and Your saints and those 
who reverence Your name, both small and great – and for destroying those who destroy the 
earth.” Then God’s temple in heaven was opened and within His temple was seen the ark of  
His covenant. And there came flashes of  lightning, rumblings, peals of  thunder, an 
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earthquake and a great hailstorm. 
The sounding of  the seventh trumpet continues over the last three and a half  years of  the tribulation 
period. Its message covers all that takes place during the last half  of  the tribulation period. 

The Extent of  His Majesty
Revelation 11:15

God announces that He is taking over. The prophets of  the past spoke of  the kingdoms of  this world 
being conquered by the kingdom of  the Messiah according to Daniel 2:44; Daniel 7:14; Zechariah 14:9. 
The kingdom is jointly held by the Lord and His Christ. One day the Messiah will hand the kingdom 
over to God the Father according to I Corinthians 15:24. 

The Exaltation of  His Majesty
Revelation 11:16-18

In response the twenty-four elders fall on their faces as recognition of  the greatness of  God and their 
humility before Him. They give thanks to God that he will reign over the entire earth. They point out 
that in the past nations have been rebellious, which we can read about in Psalm 2:1-6.

In Revelation 19:15b we read that: 

“Jesus Christ Himself  will tread the winepress of  the fury of  the wrath of  God Almighty.” 
The reference to the judging of  the dead reminds us all that we are all accountable to God. One day 
even the unbelievers of  this world will stand before God to be judged according to Revelation 20:11-
15. John then speaks of  those who will be rewarded according to Matthew 25:21-23, 34-40; Hebrews 
6:10; Revelation 22:12. But God will punish unbelievers for what they have done as we can see from II 
Thessalonians 1:8-9. 

The Expression of  His Majesty
Revelation 11:19

God’s temple is opened. In Revelation 15:5-6 we read:

“After this, I looked and in heaven the temple, that is, the tabernacle of  the Testimony, was 
opened. Out of  the Temple came the seven angels with the seven plagues. They were dressed 
in clean, shining linen and wore golden sashes round their chests.” 
In Hebrews 8 and 9, we read that the earthly temple was a copy of  the heavenly temple. In the New 
Jerusalem there will be no temple according to Revelation 21:22.

The ark of  His covenant reminds us of  His abiding Presence. See also Psalm 89. His long-awaited 
promises are now about to be fulfilled. With the announcing of  the last plague there come flashes of  
lightning, rumblings, peals of  thunder, an earthquake and a great hailstorm. They remind us of  
Revelation 4:5 and Revelation 8:5. These are all signs that God’s judgement has come. 

Revelation chapter eleven is a crucial chapter. It marks a dividing point between the first half  and the 
second half  of  the tribulation period. It reveals that the Jewish people will rebuild the temple in 
Jerusalem and it reminds us all that God is in control and that the kingdoms of  this world are under 
His direction.
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Chapter Twelve
The nation of  Israel has a prominent place in God’s plan for human history. God’s promise to 
Abraham recorded for us in Genesis 12:1-3 reveals that all nations of  the world will be blessed through 
the descendants of  Abraham. Satan has a deep hatred of  the Jewish people and had sought by many 
means to destroy them but God is committed to their survival and future glory. He will one day restore 
the kingdom to Israel, and a Jewish Messiah will rule from Jerusalem over the entire world.In 
Revelation 12 we have details about Israel’s trouble and survival during the tribulation period. The 
nation is represented by a woman with a child, who represents the Messiah. 

The Woman, the Child and the Dragon
Revelation 12:1-2 

A great and wondrous sign has appeared in heaven; a woman clothed with the sun, with the 
moon under her feet and a crown of  twelve stars on her head. She was pregnant and cried out 
in pain as she was about to give birth. 
In Scripture a woman often symbolises a religious system or set of  beliefs. 

Believers in Jesus Christ are referred to as “the bride of  Christ” in Revelation 19:7. 

The heavenly city, the New Jerusalem is described as “the bride, the wife of  the Lamb” in Revelation 
21:9. Similarly, Israel is described as the wife of  the Lord and often as a wife who has left her husband 
as we can read in Jeremiah 3. 

Verse one says that this is “a great sign in heaven”, the first of  seven “signs” that occur in the Book of  
Revelation. See also Revelation 12:3; Revelation 13:13-14; Revelation 15:1; Revelation 16:14; Revelation 
19:20. That is a further reason for understanding that the woman is not literally a woman but 
symbolises the nation of  Israel. The Roman Catholic Church teaches that this woman represents Mary, 
the mother of  Jesus. However, that is a wrong interpretation of  the text. The text goes on by saying 
that this woman was clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet and twelve stars on her head. 
This is a clear reference to Joseph’s dream in Genesis 37:9-11 which he understood to mean his father, 
mother and eleven brothers bowing down to him. However, John saw twelve stars on the woman’s head 
because these twelve stars represent all the sons of  Jacob, including Joseph. Together they represent all 
the tribes of  the nation of  Israel. Therefore, this woman represents the nation of  Israel. 

She cried out in pain as she was about to give birth. Israel has suffered much, including during the time 
of  the birth of  Jesus when she was under the rule of  the Roman Empire. 

The Sign of  the Dragon
Revelation 12:3-4 

Then another sign appeared in heaven: an enormous red dragon with seven heads and ten 
horns and seven crowns on his heads. His tail swept a third of  the stars out of  the sky and 
flung them to the earth. The dragon stood in front of  the woman who was about to give birth, 
so that he might devour her child the moment it was born. 
John sees an enormous red dragon. This is a picture of  the devil and he has blood shed on his mind as 
we can understand from the fact that the dragon is red. We read in John 8:44 that “He was a murderer 
from the beginning”. According to Revelation 9:11 the angel of  the Abyss is a “destroyer” as his name 
in Hebrew and Greek shows us. He has murdered God’s people throughout history and has used evil 
men to do that. He has seven heads and ten horns which shows us his involvement in the nations and 
governments of  this world. This language reminds us of  passages such as Daniel 7:7 and Daniel 8:20. 
In II Corinthians 4:4 he is called: 
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The god of  this world, or the god of  this age…. 
And in Ephesians 2:2, we read that he is:

….the ruler of  the kingdom of  the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are 
disobedient. 
The seven crowns on his heads show satan’s power and authority over the major empires of  this world. 
We need to always remember though, that satan and these empires function under the overall direction 
and sovereignty of  God Himself. 

His tail swept a third of  the stars and flung them to the earth. These “stars” represent angels who had 
been influenced by satan. Satan was thrown out of  God’s heaven as were these angels as we can read in 
Isaiah 14:12-15. The dragon planned to devour the Child. Satan used Herod at the time of  the birth of  
Jesus to try and kill Him by having all baby boys in and near Bethlehem killed who were under the age 
of  two. This was in accordance with a prophecy from Jeremiah in Jeremiah 31:15. 

The Child was Born and the Woman Fled
Revelation 12:5-6

She gave birth to a son, a male child, who will rule all the nations with an iron sceptre. And her 
child was snatched up to God and to His throne. The woman fled into the desert to a place 
prepared for her by God, where she might be taken care of  for 1,260 days. 
The child born to the woman will rule all the nations with a rod of  iron. This clearly identifies the child 
as the promised Messiah. We read of  His rule over the nations in Psalm 2:7-9. In Revelation 19:15 we 
read that the rule of  the coming Messiah will happen when He returns to earth at the end of  the 
tribulation. 

This child was snatched up to God and His throne. This very likely refers to the ascension of  Jesus 
Christ as recorded for us in Acts 1:9 After He said this, He was taken up before their very eyes, and a 
cloud hid Him from their sight. 

The woman fled into the desert to a place prepared for her by God. God has prepared a place of  
protection and provision during the time of  tribulation for the Jewish people to flee to as we can read 
in Matthew 24:16 “Let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains.” The moment of  their need to 
flee will be when this world leader will have entered the Holy of  holies in the Temple and will have 
placed there what is called “the abomination that causes desolation” according to Matthew 24:15. 

Satan thrown out of  Heaven
Revelation 12:7-12 

And there was war in heaven, Michael and his angels fought against the dragon, and the 
dragon and his angels fought back. But he was not strong enough, and they lost their place in 
heaven. The great dragon was hurled down – that ancient serpent called the devil, or satan, 
who leads the whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth and his angels with him. Then I 
heard a loud voice in heaven say: “Now have come the salvation and the power and the 
kingdom of  our God, and the authority of  His Christ. For the accuser of  our brothers, who 
accuses them before our God day and night, has been hurled down. They overcame him by the 
blood of  the Lamb and by the word of  their testimony; they did not love their lives so much as 
to shrink from death. Therefore, rejoice, you heavens and you who dwell in them! But woe to 
the earth and the sea, because the devil has gone down to you! He is filled with fury, because 
he knows that his time is short.” 
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The Struggle in Heaven
Revelation 12:7-9

We have already learned that satan and those angels who followed him had been thrown out of  God’s 
heaven in Revelation 12:3-4a but it seems that they still had at least occasional access into God’s heaven 
as the Book of  Job implies in Job 1:6. 

Revelation 12:7-9 may well imply a later battle between Michael and his angels and satan and his angels. 
This battle may not as yet have taken place and after that battle satan will no longer have access into 
God’s heaven to accuse the believers before God. He will be hurled to the earth. This may well take 
place at the time of  the tribulation when he will fully unleash his fury for he knows that he has only 
little time left before he will be removed from the planet. 

The Secret of  Victory over the Devil
Revelation 12:10-12

At the sounding of  the seventh trumpet the pronouncement was made that the kingdom of  the world 
has become the kingdom of  our Lord and His Christ and He will reign for ever and ever as we can read 
in Revelation 11:15. The coming kingdom of  the Messiah is the stone that crushes and destroys all the 
kingdoms of  this world according to Daniel 2:44-45. His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom that will 
never be destroyed. Satan’s activity will be brought to an end when he is bound for a thousand years 
while Jesus Christ reigns on the earth according to Revelation 20:1-4. 

Throughout history, the accuser, who has now been hurled to earth, has accused believers before the 
throne of  God. But Christ is every believer’s Advocate, past and present. He has paid the penalty for all 
the sins of  every believer, past and present with His precious blood. Heaven is now rejoicing over the 
fact that satan and his angels have no longer access into God’s heaven but it is a different story for the 
earth, for she will suffer the full extent of  satan’s wrath, especially since he knows his time is limited. 
This helps us to understand that, yes, satan will be allowed to show forth his fury, but it will be under 
God’s control and when God says “no more”, it will end. 

The Suffering of  the Jewish People
Revelation 12: 13-17 

When the dragon saw that he had been hurled to the earth, he pursued the woman who had 
given birth to the male child. The woman was given the two wings of  a great eagle, so that she 
might fly to the place prepared for her in the desert, where she would be taken care of  for a 
time, times and half  a time, out of  the serpent’s reach. Then from his mouth the serpent 
spewed water like a river, to overtake the woman and sweep her away with the torrent. But the 
earth helped the woman by opening its mouth and swallowing the river that the dragon had 
spewed out of  his mouth. Then the dragon was enraged at the woman and went off  to make 
war against her the rest of  her offspring – those who obey God’s commandments and hold to 
the testimony of  Jesus. 
Israel has suffered greatly throughout history, having been the object of  hatred by many nations and 
peoples. This anti-Semitism has been unleashed by satan himself, which today is on the increase, 
certainly in Western countries. 

The Persecution is Connected to the Messiah
Revelation 12:13

It is part of  what Genesis 3:15 predicted where God said to the serpent, “I will put enmity between 
you and the woman and between your offspring and hers”. This points to the constant enmity 
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between the devil and the Offspring of  the woman, the Messiah. 

God will Protect His People
Revelation 12:14-16

God will care for His people just as He cared for them during their years in the wilderness. His care is 
compared to that of  an eagle who takes care of  his young ones and is described for us in Exodus 19:4 
and Deuteronomy 32:10-12. the “wilderness” to which the Jewish people will flee is sometimes 
connected with the region of  ancient Edom, Moab and Ammon. we read as well that God’s care of  her 
is for a specific season, for 1260 days or three and a half  years. This is the same time period that is 
mentioned in Daniel 7:25 and Daniel 12:7. during that time satan tries everything in his power to 
destroy Israel but he is not successful. 

The Purposes of  satan are Clearly Revealed
Revelation 12:17

He then turns his attention to “those who obey God’s commandments and hold to the testimony 
of  Jesus”. Satan begins his attack on the nation of  Israel but he is thwarted in his attempts by God’s 
protection and intervention. He then turns his attention to the “rest of  her offspring.” Since the ones 
mentioned in Revelation 12:17 “obey God’s commandments and hold to the testimony of  Jesus”, 
they must be those who have come to faith in Christ during the tribulation period. The signs in heaven, 
the war in heaven, the persecution of  Israel, all point to the last half  of  the tribulation period. Satan is 
in a rage toward God and His people. The next chapters will reveal the tools and the people satan will 
use to carry out his wrath. Nothing is a surprise to God, however. It is all taking place according to His 
plan and will accomplish His purposes.

Chapter Thirteen
In this chapter, we read of  two world leaders, one is a political leader and the other is a religious leader.

The World Political Leader
Revelation 13:1-10

And the dragon stood on the shore of  the sea. And I saw a beast coming out of  the sea. He 
had ten horns and seven heads, with ten crowns on his horns, and on each head a 
blasphemous name. The beast I saw resembled a leopard, but had feet like those of  a bear and 
a mouth like that of  a lion. The dragon gave the beast his power and his throne and great 
authority. One of  the heads of  the beast seemed to have had a fatal wound, but the fatal wound 
had been healed. The whole world was astonished and followed the beast. Men worshipped the 
dragon because he had given authority to the beast, and they also worshipped the beast and 
asked, “Who is like the beast? Who can make war against him?” The beast was given a mouth 
to utter proud words and blasphemies and to exercise his authority for forty-two months. He 
opened his mouth to blaspheme God, and to slander His name and His dwelling place and 
those who live in heaven. He was given power to make war against the saints and to conquer 
them. And he was given authority over every tribe, people, language and nation. All inhabitants 
of  the earth will worship the beast – all whose names have not been written in the Book of  Life 
belonging to the Lamb that was slain from the creation of  the world. He who has an ear, let 
him hear, If  anyone is to go into captivity, into captivity he will go. If  anyone is to be killed 
with the sword, with the sword he will be killed. This calls for patient endurance and 
faithfulness on the part of  the saints. 
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The Identity of  the Beast
Revelation 13:1-3

This beast comes out of  “the sea”. Daniel mentions four beasts coming out of  “the sea” in Daniel 7. 
This is the Mediterranean Sea. Very likely, both John in Revelation 13:1 and Daniel in Daniel 7:3 refer 
to the Mediterranean Sea when talking about “the sea”. This “sea” may well be symbolic of  the abyss, 
the place of  demonic opposition to God. This beast has ten horns and seven heads, with ten crowns on 
his horns. This is very similar language compared to the description of  the dragon in Revelation 12:3 
who has seven heads and ten horns and has seven crowns on his heads. The only difference is that the 
beast has crowns on his horns and the dragon has crowns on his heads. The fact that this beast has 
seven heads implies at least seven empires in history that have been dominated by satan himself. 

The ten horns very likely refer to the ten kings of  the end times as mentioned in: 

Revelation 17:12 

The ten horns you saw are ten kings who have not yet received a kingdom, but who for one 
hour will receive authority as kings along with the beast. 
The ten kings will rule for a short time but will eventually give up their power to one man, the world 
ruler. This beast blasphemes God and His Name. One of  the major ways rulers of  the past have 
blasphemed God is by demanding the worship of  those under their rule. Examples can be found in 
Daniel 3 and Daniel 6. 

As for the description of  the beast, it resembles Daniel 7:3-6 although the order is reversed. Daniel is 
looking forward to what is to come while John is looking back into history to what has already 
happened. The lion represents the Babylonian Empire, the bear represents the Medo-Persian Empire 
and the leopard represents the Grecian Empire. John sees this beast as characteristic of  all three 
empires. This beast boasts of  great things like Babylon, the lion; it has the feet of  the Medo-Persian 
Empire, the bear – strong, well-organised; it manifests the speed of  the Grecian Empire, the leopard, in 
the way it conquers the world. The beast receives his power, his throne and his authority from the 
dragon. The beast refers clearly to a man who comes to power and influence in the world through the 
direct help of  satan himself. Satan is the “god of  this age” according to II Corinthians 4:4 and “the 
spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient” according to Ephesians 2:2. One of  the heads 
of  the beast has a fatal wound but the wound has been healed. There are two views over the wound of  
the head of  the beast that was healed. 

1. It refers to a specific person, in particular to the coming world ruler. The evidence 

    for this view is rooted in the fact that the beast is worshipped and referred to as 

    an individual. However, the passage does not speak of  people worshipping the 

    “head” that was healed, but of  people worshipping the “beast” with the seven 

    heads and ten horns. 

2. It refers to an empire. This may fit better the overall teaching of  Revelation 

    concerning the beast with the seven heads and ten horns. According to: 

Revelation 17:10

They are also seven kings. Five have fallen, one is, the other has not yet come; but when he does come, 
he must remain for a little while. 

Five of  the “heads” had fallen by the time of  John, one head was in power when he wrote, and the 
seventh “head” had not yet come. The final world ruler will be the one who will come out of  the seven 
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“heads” according to Revelation 17:11. 

The wounded “head” would apparently be the sixth “head” which was in power when John wrote and 
would no doubt refer to the Roman Empire. It would be healed or come back to life as the seventh 
“head”. Out of  this empire will come the political world leader. 

The Influence of  the Beast
Revelation 13:4-8

People will worship satan and they will worship this leader, who is empowered by satan, because of  
what he has been able to achieve. Though he will initially come as a peace maker, he will eventually 
show himself  to be a powerful military leader. 

He is given power but it is only for a season. He blasphemes God and “those who live in heaven”. This 
may mean believers of  the past who are in heaven awaiting the resurrection. It could even mean that he 
blasphemes the church that has been raptured. 

He will conquer the believers. These are Gentiles who have come to faith in Christ Jesus in the 
tribulation time and will be killed because of  their faith. They are the ones referred to in Revelation 
7:14. Also see Revelation 20:4. There are three groups of  believers: 

The Old Testament Believers 

The New Testament Believers or the Church 

The Great Tribulation Believers. 

All non-believers, or as John calls them “inhabitants of  the earth” whose names are not in the book of  
life, will worship this world leader. These people belong to the earth. On the other hand, believers are 
“pilgrims on their way to heaven.” 

The Instruction to Us
Revelation 13:9-10

The words “he who has an ear, let him hear” can be found as well in the Letters to the seven churches 
in Revelation 2:7; Revelation 2:11; Revelation 2:17, Revelation 2:29; Revelation 3:6, Revelation 3:13; 
Revelation 3:22. We can find similar words in Matthew 11:15; Matthew 13:9 and Matthew 13:43. This is 
a challenge to all of  us for we are challenged not to ignore these words. 

We are then shown that sin will get paid for; no one gets away with anything. Judgement day is coming. 
Believers are called to be faithful and patient and not to try and seek retaliation, either in the time we 
live in which is before the tribulation, or during the tribulation. 

The World Religious Leader
Revelation 13:11-18 

Then I saw another beast, coming out of  the earth. He had two horns like a lamb, but he 
spoke like a dragon. He exercised all the authority of  the first beast on his behalf, and made 
the earth and its inhabitants worship the first beast, whose fatal wound had been healed. And 
he performed great and miraculous signs, even causing fire to come down from heaven to 
earth in full view of  men. Because of  the signs he was given power to do on behalf  of  the 
beast, he deceived the inhabitants of  the earth. He ordered them to set up an image in honour 
of  the beast who was wounded by the sword and yet lived. He was given power to give breath 
to the image of  the first beast, so that it could speak and cause all who refused to worship the 
image to be killed. He also forced everyone, small and great, rich and poor, free and slave, to 
receive a mark on his right hand or on his forehead, so that no-one could buy or sell unless he 
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had the mark, which is the name of  the beast or the number of  his name. This calls for 
wisdom. If  anyone has insight, let him calculate the number of  the beast, for it is man’s 
number. His number is 666. 
The beast mentioned in this passage is the religious world leader. 

The Description of  this Religious Leader
Revelation 13:11-12

He is another beast meaning another of  the same kind. This religious leader has the same 
characteristics as the political world leader. He comes “out of  the earth” which is in contrast to coming 
“out of  heaven”. Jesus was the Bread of  Life that had “come down from heaven” according to John 
6:33. 

The likeness of  this beast to a lamb confirms his religious character. He has two horns while the Lamb 
of  God has seven horns according to Revelation 5:6. The two horns on this beast, the religious leader, 
or false prophet, may indicate that he exercises authority in two realms, the political realm and the 
religious realm. 

He speaks like a dragon. This reveals that he is empowered by satan and he will deceive people with his 
brand of  false religion. See II Corinthians 11:13-15. Also see Daniel 11:36-37; John 5:43. 

According to Revelation 13:2, satan gives the first beast, the political world leader, his authority. This 
time the political world leader passes on his authority to the religious world leader meaning that the 
religious world leader does nothing without the approval of  the political world leader and ultimately 
without the approval of  satan himself. 

The aim of  the religious world leader is for people all over the world to support and promote a world 
government and its special leader. We should be wary of  all attempts to promote a world government, 
either through economics, politics or religion. According to Bible prophecy it is satanic in nature. 
Without the rule of  the Messiah, world government is doomed to failure. It is satan’s plan and will 
result in the persecution and death of  many believers. 

The only world government approved and blessed by God is the one the Messiah Himself  will set up 
during the millennium, the thousand year reign of  the Messiah over the whole earth. There will be no 
real peace and justice for all until the Prince of  Peace and Righteousness sets up His Kingdom 
according to Isaiah 9:6-7. 

The Deception of  this Religious Leader
Revelation 13:13-15

This beast performs miraculous signs. The performance of  miracles does not mean that the person 
doing them is from God. We read in:

Matthew 24:24 

For false Christs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and miracles to 
deceive even the elect – if  that were possible. 
His prediction fits exactly with what the false prophet will do. No doubt that deception is already taking 
place today. Satan will counterfeit all the miraculous acts that were performed by the apostles. We need 
to remember that the magicians at Pharaoh’s Court were able to perform miracles as well through their 
occult powers according to Exodus 7 and 8. One of  the key miracles the false prophet will perform is 
that of  bringing fire down from heaven to earth. This may be an attempt to duplicate the miracle of  
Elijah that we can read about in I Kings 18:16-38. 
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This will open the door for the people of  the world to be willing to make an image of  the beast, the 
political leader. Through his occult power, the false prophet is then able to make the image come alive 
by making it speak. He then forces all the people to worship this statue and those who refuse to do so 
are killed. This is a similar scene to Daniel 3:1-7. However, as far as God is concerned, those who 
worship such a man-made image deserve the judgement of  God according to Exodus 20:3-5.

The Demand of  the Religious Leader
Revelation 13:16-17

All the people must receive a mark either in their right hand or on their forehand, which represents the 
name or the number of  the beast, the world political leader. It will come in the place of  currency, 
cheques, credit cards etc. This leader will impose economic control on behalf  of  the world 
government. Those who refuse to take this mark will die because they will not be able to function in 
this world. However, taking his name or number will show their allegiance to this world leader and will 
mean they cannot be saved. 

In the Old Testament a “mark” is forbidden according to Leviticus 19:28; Leviticus 21:5. 

The Mark of  the Beast
Revelation 13:18

The number 666 stands for Pseudo Christ or Anti Christ.

Chapter Fourteen
In this chapter John is given a picture of  the tribulation period from the standpoint of  the Messiah’s 
victory. We will view the ultimate triumph of  God, the Lamb and His followers, the true believers.

Vision of  Victory
Revelation 14:1-5

Then I looked, and there before me was the Lamb, standing on Mount Zion, and with Him 
144,000 who had His name and His Father’s name written on their foreheads. And I heard a 
sound from heaven like the roar of  rushing waters and like a loud peal of  thunder. The sound I 
heard was like that of  harpists playing their harps. And they sang a new song before the throne 
and before the four living creatures and the elders. No one could learn the song except the 
144,000 who had been redeemed from the earth. These are those who did not defile themselves 
with women, for they kept themselves pure. They follow the Lamb wherever He goes. They 
were purchased among men and offered as first fruits to God and the Lamb. No lie was found 
in their mouths; they are blameless. 
In Revelation 7:3-8 we learned that the 144,000 are “the servants of  our God,” and represent all the 
tribes of  Israel. We were told that they were “sealed” by God “on their foreheads”. Now we are given 
additional information about these sealed servants of  God. We learn three things about this special 
group of  144,000 believers: the protection, praise and purpose of  God.

The Protection of  God
Revelation 14:1

The protection of  God involves the presence of  the Lamb, which is reassuring. Jesus says in:

Matthew 28:20b

…..I am with you always, to the very end of  the age.
At the moment the Lamb of  God is in heaven at the right hand of  God the Father according to 
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Hebrews 1:3 and Hebrews 10:12 where He continues to intercede for us according to Hebrews 7:25. 
When John writes that he sees the Lamb standing on Mount Zion he does not mean he sees the Lamb 
in heaven. No, John describes here the Lamb’s ultimate triumph at the end of  the tribulation. “Mount 
Zion” is used symbolically of  the Messianic age, the Jewish hope of  all its history – a kingdom 
promised to the people of  Israel with Messiah as its king, reigning in Jerusalem, in fulfilment of  God’s 
promise to king David according to Psalm 2; Psalm 48; Isaiah 2:2-4; Isaiah 24:23; Joel 2:32; Obadiah 17, 
21; Micah 4:1-7. The seal of  God on the foreheads of  these Jewish believers is a reminder that they 
belong to God and to the Lamb and is in contrast to the mark of  the beast which is mentioned in 
Revelation 13:17.

The Praise of  God
Revelation 14:2-3

John heard a “sound” from heaven like the roar of  rushing waters and like a loud peal of  thunder. This 
“sound” does remind us of  God’s voice as mentioned in Exodus 19:16-19 and Psalm 29:3. John 
compares the “sound” as well to that of  harpists who are playing their harps. We have a number of  
examples in the Scriptures of  people playing harps for instance: Psalm 147:7; Psalm 149:3; Psalm 150:3; 
Revelation 5:8; Revelation 15:2. John hears this group of  144,000 Jewish believers singing a new song. 
This song could only be sung by them. They had been redeemed out of  the tribulation because God 
had sealed them and had protected them during this time.

In Revelation 5:9 the twenty-four elders sing a new song. The difference between the song of  the 
twenty-four elders and the 144,000 Jewish believers is that the twenty-four leaders represent the church-
age believers who are in heaven during the tribulation while the 144,000 Jewish believers are those who 
have gone through the tribulation and been protected by God during that time.

The Purpose of  God
Revelation 14:4-5

John writes that they keep themselves pure. It is possible that it means they do not get married. 
However, more likely it refers to moral and spiritual purity for they remain faithful to Christ. See also 
the Apostle Paul’s words in II Corinthians 11:2. Since they are Jewish there is probably a connection 
with passages where Israel is described as “the virgin, the daughter of  Zion” according to II Kings 
19:21; Isaiah 37:22; Lamentations 2:13 or the “virgin of  Israel” according to Jeremiah 18:13; Jeremiah 
31:4, 21. Their commitment to the Lord is absolute. They are willing to go wherever and do whatever. 
They are wonderful examples of  how all of  us are to live and is what Jesus requires of  us as we can 
read in Matthew 4:19a where Jesus says; “Come, follow Me…” These 144,000 Jewish believers are the 
“first fruits” of  those to be saved during the tribulation. The “first fruits” are an indication of  the 
harvest to come. I Corinthians 15:23 refers to Jesus Christ as the “first fruits”, a reference to the 
promised resurrection. He was the first to arise from the dead and not die again. More will follow at his 
second coming. 

Similarly, these 144,000 Jewish believers are a sign that many more Jewish people will be saved at the 
end of  the tribulation. Zechariah 13:8-9 suggests that the remnant will consist of  one-third of  all the 
Jewish people. Zechariah 12:10 indicates that their response to the Lord will be the result of  “the 
Spirit of  grace and supplication” being poured out upon them. Ezekiel 39:29 prophesies a time 
when God will pour out His Spirit on the house of  Israel. Paul writes in Romans 11:26 that “all Israel 
will be saved”. This group of  144,000 is “blameless”. Also, believers are to be “blameless” 
according to Ephesians 1:4; Ephesians 5:27; Colossians 1:22; Jude 24.
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Vision of  Judgement
Revelation 14:6-13

Then I saw another angel flying in mid-air, and he had the eternal gospel to proclaim to those 
who live on the earth – to every nation, tribe, language and people. He said in a loud voice, 
“Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of  His judgement has come. Worship Him 
who made the heavens, the earth, the sea and the springs of  water. A second angel followed 
and said, “Fallen! Fallen is Babylon the Great, which made all the nations drink the 
maddening wine of  her adulteries.” A third angel followed them and said in a loud voice, “If  
anyone worships the beast and his image and receives his mark on the forehead or on the 
hand, he, too, will drink of  the wine of  God’s fury, which has been poured full strength into the 
cup of  His wrath. He will be tormented with burning sulphur in the presence of  the holy 
angels and of  the Lamb. And the smoke of  their torment rises for ever and ever. There is no 
rest day or night for those who worship the beast and his image, or for anyone who receives the 
mark of  his name. This calls for patient endurance of  the part of  the saints who obey God’s 
commandments and remain faithful to Jesus. Then I heard a voice from heaven say, “Write: 
Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.” “Yes”, says the Spirit, “they will rest 
from their labour, for their deeds will follow them”.
John has another vision, this time of  angels proclaiming the gospel and warning of  the coming 
judgement of  God.

The Proclamation of  the Gospel
Revelation 14:6-7

In Revelation 8:13 we read of  an angel (eagle is not a correct translation) flying in mid-air warning 
about three more of  God’s judgements to come. In Revelation 14:6 we read once again of  an angel 
flying in mid-air. This time the emphasis is on the proclamation of  the gospel not simply announcing 
the coming judgements.

This angel proclaimed the “eternal” gospel. This gospel will reach all nations by the end of  the 
tribulation period. Jesus predicted that in:

Matthew 24:14

This gospel of  the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, 
and then the end will come.
The “end” is the end of  the tribulation period. The gospel will reach all nations, tribes, languages and 
peoples before the end of  the tribulation period. This gospel is to bring people to God so they might 
worship Him for who He is, and what He has done.

The Prediction of  the Fall of  Babylon
Revelation 14:8

In Revelation 14:8 a second angel predicts the ultimate destruction of  Babylon. John takes up this 
prediction in Revelation 17 and 18 and we will do a thorough study of  it then.

The Punishment of  Those who Worship the Beast
Revelation 14:9-11

In Revelation 13:11-18 we read that all the inhabitants of  the earth worshipped the beast and his image 
and received a mark in their right hand or on their forehead. In Revelation 14:9-11 we read of  God’s 
judgements on these people: they will be tormented in the lake of  fire as we can read in Revelation 
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20:15. Their punishment will be an eternal punishment from which there will never be any rest 
according to Matthew 25:41, 46; Jude 6-7; Revelation 20:10.

The Patience of  the Believers
Revelation 14:12-13

Believers are called to endure patiently and to remain faithful to Jesus no matter what the circumstances 
might be. Their death is not something to be afraid of, unlike the death of  unbelievers, for when 
believers die they will no longer suffer pain, exhaustion and they will all be rewarded for their labour for 
God will not forget what they have done according to I Corinthians 15:58; Colossians 3:23-24.

Vision of  the Final Harvest
Revelation 14:14-20 

I looked, and there before me was a white cloud, and seated on the cloud was one like a son of  
man with a crown of  gold on his head and a sharp sickle in his hand. Then another angel 
came out of  the temple and called in a loud voice to him who was sitting on the cloud. “Take 
your sickle and reap, because the time to reap has come, for the harvest of  the earth is ripe. So 
he who was seated on the cloud swung his sickle over the earth, and the earth was harvested. 
Another angel came out of  the temple and he too had a sharp sickle. Still another angel, who 
had charge of  the fire, came from the altar and called in a loud voice to him who had the sharp 
sickle, “Take your sharp sickle and gather the clusters of  grapes from the earth’s vine, because 
its grapes are ripe.” The angel swung his sickle on the earth, gathered its grapes and threw 
them into the winepress of  God’s wrath. They were trampled in the winepress outside the city, 
and blood flowed out of  the press, rising as high as the horses’ bridles for a distance of  1,600 
stadia. 

One like a Son of  Man
Revelation 14:14

John sees one “like a son of  man”. Jesus Christ is called the “son of  man” throughout the gospels. It is 
the title He most often used for Himself. It is a reminder that our coming Judge is One who knows 
what we are like, His humanity enables Him to judge mankind as we can read in:

John 5:27 

And He (God) has given Him (Jesus) authority to judge because He is the Son of  Man.

He is seated on a white cloud. The “cloud” is a symbol of  the divine and holy presence of  God and the 
word “white” emphasizes moral purity and is a picture of  the righteousness of  God. He wears a golden 
crown, which is the mark of  a king.

He has a sharp sickle in his hand, which suggests the reaping of  a harvest. It is an unusual picture of  
the Lord Jesus Christ but it is a picture of  Him in judgement. In Matthew 13:37-43 we have a parable 
that parallels this particular passage.

The Instruction about the Sharp Sickle
Revelation 14:15-18

The time for reaping the harvest has come. God’s judgements will come according to His time 
schedule. He will bring His vengeance upon the earth in due time according to Revelation 6:17. The 
reaping of  the harvest has been placed in the hands of  the Son of  Man. He is the Judge of  all the 
earth, being given that responsibility by God the Father. The same One who died on the Cross to bear 
our sins will be the One who will judge those who have refused to accept His payment for their sins. 
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According to John the harvest is ripe. In fact, the harvest is overripe. When the judgement of  God 
finally falls upon an unbelieving world, it will come as a judgement which is long overdue.

The picture of  God’s judgement being like a sharp sickle reaping a harvest comes from:

Joel 3:12-16 

Let the nations be roused; let them advance into the Valley of  Jehoshaphat, for there I will sit 
to judge all the nations on every side. Swing the sickle, for the harvest is ripe. Come, trample 
the grapes, for the winepress is full and the vats overflow – so great is their wickedness! 
Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of  decision! For the day of  the Lord is near in the valley of  
decision. The sun and moon will be darkened, and the stars no longer shine. The Lord will 
roar from Zion and thunder from Jerusalem; the earth and the sky will tremble. But the Lord 
will be a refuge for His people, a stronghold for the people of  Israel.
The sickle being thrust into the harvest symbolizes God’s judgement on the nations who come against 
Jerusalem and the people of  Israel. The judgement occurs in the Valley of  Jehoshaphat, which is 
adjacent to the city of  Jerusalem. It is there that all the nations will come against Jerusalem and it is 
there where their blood will flow. This valley is called the “valley of  decision.” This is not because the 
multitudes are given an opportunity to believe but because God will decide the fate of  all who reject 
the Messiah and His salvation. In this section we have two harvests mentioned, one is of  the son of  
man harvesting, the other is of  an angel harvesting. They, in fact refer to the same harvest: the 
judgement of  unbelieving nations. One criteria for this judgement appears to be how these nations 
have treated the Jewish people according to Matthew 25:31-46. The angel who has charge over the fire 
is very likely a reference to the angel with the golden censer as mentioned in Revelation 8:3-5. This is a 
reminder that the judgement of  God upon unbelievers is in answer to the prayers of  His people and in 
particular the martyrs mentioned in Revelation 6:10. The “fire” represents God’s judgement according 
to Matthew 3:11-12.

The Impact of  this Judgement
Revelation 14:19-20

Jesus will be personally involved in the final judgements of  the nations who come against Jerusalem for 
He will tread “the wine press of  the wrath of  God” according to Revelation 9:15. This will mean His 
garments will be blood stained according to Isaiah 63:6 and Revelation 19:13. Whatever John exactly 
means when he mentions that the blood flow will cover a distance of  approx 180 miles, it is certain that 
a great multitude will be killed. This picture of  Jesus as Judge is so very different from Jesus the 
Saviour. For us, as believers, it may be very hard to imagine that our Lord Jesus Christ, whose love and 
care we all have experienced will one day rise up and be involved in judging the nations of  the world. 
Yet, that is exactly what He will do. So, while there is still time, let us go out and share the good news 
of  salvation with those who are in darkness.

Chapter Sixteen
These last seven plagues or judgements complete the wrath of  God against a world that has rejected 
Him and His message of  salvation. 

The Command to the Seven Angels
Revelation 16:1 

Then I heard a loud voice from the temple saying to the seven angels, “Go, pour out the seven 
bowls of  God’s wrath on the earth.” 
Loud voices are mentioned twenty times in the Book of  Revelation, and when used in the singular it 
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could be a reference to the voice of  God to one of  His mighty angels. This loud voice comes from the 
temple which was filled with smoke from the glory of  God and His power according to Revelation 
15:8. The seven angels have already received the seven golden bowls “filled with the wrath of  God” 
and they are now commanded by God to pour them out upon the earth. 

First plague: Malignant sores
Revelation 16:2

The first angel went and poured out his bowl on the land, and ugly and painful sores broke out 
on the people who had the mark of  the beast and worshipped his image. 
It appears that all who worship the beast and go along with the new world government will be struck 
by this plague. Its effects will be enormous upon the health and well-being of  those afflicted. It 
reminds us of  the boils which affected people and animals in Egypt in Exodus 9:8-11. 

Second Plague: The Sea turns to Blood
Revelation 16:3 

The second angel poured out his bowl on the sea, and it turned into blood like that of  a dead 
man, and every living thing in the sea died. 
Similar words were spoken at the announcement of  the second trumpet judgement in Revelation 8:8-9 
but the results are different. The second trumpet judgement is caused by what appears to be a meteor 
crashing into the sea (probably the Mediterranean Sea). One-third of  the sea became blood and one-
third of  its creatures died. In this second plague, the results are more catastrophic - this bowl of  wrath 
causes the death of  every living creature in the sea, one of  the major food sources in the world. 
Consequently, this plague greatly attacks the food supply of  the world. 

Third Plague: The Waters turn to Blood
Revelation 16:4-7 

The third angel poured out his bowl on the rivers and springs of  water, and they became 
blood. Then I heard the angel in charge of  the waters say: “You are just in these judgements, 
You are are and who were, the Holy One, because You have so judged; for they have shed the 
blood of  Your saints and prophets, and You have given them blood as they deserve.” And I 
heard the altar respond: “Yes, Lord God Almighty, true and just are Your judgements.” 
In the third trumpet judgement in Revelation 8:10-11, one-third of  the rivers and one-third of  the 
springs of  water are affected. In this judgement all of  the rivers and all of  the springs of  water are 
affected and they become blood. The results are catastrophic. The drinking water of  the whole of  
mankind is now polluted. The health problems accompanying such a disaster will increase the agony of  
life. However, the angel in charge of  the water proclaims the righteousness of  God in this judgement 
because it is a just response to those who have killed the saints and the prophets. The world sheds the 
blood of  God’s people, and God judges them by turning the water supply of  the world into blood. 
God is answering the prayers of  the martyred saints from Revelation 6:9-11 by avenging their blood 
with this plague. This plague reminds us of  the plague in Egypt mentioned in Exodus 7:14-25. 

Fourth Plague: Men are Scorched
Revelation 16:8-9

The fourth angel poured out his bowl on the sun, and the sun was given power to scorch 
people with fire. They were seared by the intense heat and they cursed the name of  God, who 
had control over these plagues, but they refused to repent and glorify Him. 
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In the fourth trumpet judgement in Revelation 8:12 affects the sun, moon and stars reducing their light 
by one-third. In this judgement, only the sun is affected, and its impact is not a reduction of  light but 
an increase in its capacity to bring heat to the earth causing people to be scorched by the sun’s burning 
rays. It is interesting to see what God is doing here because the sun has often been an object of  
worship, for instance in Japan in the shinta religion. The sun now turns into an enemy. 

Most amazingly, even under these circumstances, people will not repent and turn to God, which so 
clearly shows their continuing wilful rebellion against God. 

Fifth Plague: Darkness and Pain
Revelation 16:10-11 

The fifth angel poured out his bowl on the throne of  the beast, and his kingdom was plunged 
into darkness. Man gnawed their tongues in agony and cursed the God of  heaven because of  
their pains and their sores, but they refused to repent of  what they had done. 
This is not merely a dark night with clouds, and the moon and the stars are not visible. This is a 
supernatural judgement that blackens extensively so people cannot see each other and no one dares to 
move. The darkness is so intense that is seems to intensify the suffering they were already experiencing. 
This darkness is a preview of  hell which Jesus calls “a place of  outer darkness where there will be 
weeping and gnashing of  teeth” in Matthew 25:30. Once again, the people are unwilling to repent and 
will continue to rebel against God. This plague reminds us of  the plague in Egypt mentioned in 
Exodus 10:21-23. 

Sixth Plague: Euphrates Dries Up
Revelation 16:12-16 

The sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its water was dried up to 
prepare the way for the kings from the East. Then I saw three evil spirits that looked like frogs; 
they came out of  the mouth of  the dragon, out of  the mouth of  the beast and out of  the 
mouth of  the false prophet. They are spirits of  demons performing miraculous signs, and they 
go out to the kings of  the whole world, to gather them for the battle on the great Day of  God 
Almighty. Behold, I come like a thief ! Blessed is he who stays awake and keeps his clothes 
with him, so that he may not go naked and be shamefully exposed. Then they gathered the 
kings together to the place that in Hebrew is called Armageddon. 
When the sixth bowl of  wrath is poured out, a fascinating event takes place – the river Euphrates, one 
of  the great rivers of  the world is dried up. This occurs so that “the way for the kings of  the East 
might me prepared”. If  the Euphrates were to dry up, it would make it possible for great land armies 
from the East to come into the Middle East. The text speaks of  “kings” implying that several nations 
will be involved. Since “all nations” are gathered against Jerusalem during the battle of  Armageddon, 
we can expect that the armies of  the Orient will be drawn into this final conflict along with the other 
nations of  the world. 

Some Bible teachers connect this passage with Revelation 9:14-16 where the river Euphrates and an 
army of  horsemen numbered two hundred million are mentioned. However, that passage very likely 
describes a demonic attack that occurs earlier in the tribulation period, whereas the sixth plague is the 
preparation for the final battle of  Armageddon in which all the nations of  the world are gathered 
against Jerusalem, the great battle the Hebrew prophets of  old predicted would take place at the end of  
the age according to Zechariah 12:1-9; Zechariah 14:1-15. 

John then sees three evil spirits that looked like frogs. These “frogs” are demonic beings that influence 
the world political leader and the world religious leader. They are the source behind the ability of  the 
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world religious leader to perform miraculous signs which will enable him to deceive the inhabitants of  
the earth according to Revelation 13:13-14. Although it is true that God can and does perform 
miraculous signs, believers must not automatically assume that just because a miracle has happened, the 
source is God. Believers must discern the source behind any miracle. The ultimate purpose of  these 
demonic beings is to gather the armies of  the whole world for battle. Their aim is to wipe out the 
Jewish people. 

In the midst of  it, Jesus speaks this remarkable message, saying of  Himself  that He will come as a thief. 
The second coming of  Christ will be a surprise to many but not to those who are watching and ready. 
See Matthew 24:42-44; I Thessalonians 5:1-6; II Peter 3:10. 

John then mentions the place where the kings will gather for battle, which is Armageddon. This could 
possibly refer to a valley named Megiddo, which separates Galilee from Samaria. It was often the place 
where armies gathered together to do battle. The area is not sufficient for all the armies of  the world 
but it may represent the central focus of  all these invaders who intend to attack Jerusalem and destroy 
the Jewish people. 

Seventh Plague: a Great Earthquake
Revelation 16:17-21

The seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and out of  the temple came a loud voice 
from the throne, saying, “It is done!” Then there came flashes of  lightning, rumblings, peals 
of  thunder and a severe earthquake. No earthquake like it has ever occurred since man has 
been on earth, so tremendous was the quake. The great city split into three parts, and the cities 
of  the nations collapsed. God remembered Babylon the Great and gave her the cup filled with 
the wine of  the fury of  His wrath. Every island fled away and the mountains could not be 
found. From the sky huge hailstones of  about a hundred pounds each fell upon men. And they 
cursed God on account of  the plague of  hail, because the plague was so terrible. 
The last of  the seven plagues will finish God’s wrath upon the earth. It will be the most catastrophic 
and terrible judgement ever to hit this planet. At least three things are clear from this passage about this 
judgement of  God: 

It will be the completion of  God’s plan. In Revelation 10:7 we are told of  the day that “the mystery of  
God will be accomplished.” In Revelation 15:1 we are told that “with the last seven plagues God’s 
wrath is completed”. 
It will be the greatest catastrophe of  all time. Four things clearly reveal that this is the greatest 
catastrophe of  all human history. 

1. The magnitude of  the earthquake. Earthquakes are frightening. They also cause much 

   property damage and loss of  life. This earthquake is the big one – there has never been 

   one like it in human history. It will cause panic on a massive scale. Revelation 6:12 

   mentions a terrible and awesome earthquake announcing that the great day of  God’s 

   wrath has come. Now a more frightening and more extensive earthquake will end the 

   day of  God’s wrath. The whole world will be affected. Isaiah writes about this 

   earthquake in Isaiah 24:18-20.

2. The destruction of  the world’s cities. The major capitals of  the world will be destroyed. 

   This is a worldwide disaster of  incredible proportions. The great city will be divided, 
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   split into three parts. This is not a reference to Jerusalem but possibly to Babylon, the 

   centre of  world government and religions during the tribulation time. The statement 

  “God remembered Babylon and gave her the cup filled with the wine of  the fury of  His 

   wrath” supports this view. 

3. The disappearance of  islands and mountains. The earthquake that begins the 

    tribulation causes islands and mountains to be moved out of  their places as we can 

    read in Revelation 6:14, but this earthquake causes islands and mountains to 

    completely disappear.

4. The dropping of  giant hailstones. Though a similar plague hit ancient Egypt according 

    to Exodus 9:22-24, the hail of  Revelation 16:21 is the worst in the history of  the world. 

    These hailstones weigh about one hundred pounds each.

Nevertheless, the inhabitants of  the earth will once again curse God and will not repent. Man’s heart is 
truly rebellious towards God.

Chapter Seventeen
In chapter twelve we were introduced to the beast with the seven heads and ten horns, a manifestation 
of  the dragon, the devil himself. In chapter thirteen, a beast comes out of  the sea and also has seven 
heads and ten horns. One of  its heads received a deadly wound and was brought back to life. Very 
likely it was the sixth head that received the fatal blow. It came back to life, making it the seventh head, 
out of  which will come a world dictator. Chapter seventeen introduces us to a woman who sits on the 
beast with the seven heads and ten horns. She is called “Mystery Babylon the Great, the mother of  
prostitutes and of  the abominations of  the earth.” 

The Definition of  the Woman
Revelation 17:1-6 

One of  the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and said to me, “Come, I will show 
you the punishment of  the great prostitute, who sits on many waters. With her the kings of  the 
earth committed adultery and the inhabitants of  the earth were intoxicated with the wine of  
her adulteries. Then the angel carried me away in the Spirit into a desert. There I saw a woman 
sitting on a scarlet beast that was covered with blasphemous names and had seven heads and 
ten horns. The woman was dressed in purple and scarlet, and was glittering with gold, 
precious stones and pearls. She held a golden cup in her hands, filled with abominable things 
and the filth of  her adulteries. This title was written on her forehead: MYSTERY BABYLON 
THE GREAT THE MOTHER OF PROSTITUES. I saw that the woman was drunk with the 
blood of  the saints, the blood of  those who bore testimony to Jesus. When I saw her, I was 
greatly astonished. 
When John is invited to see this great prostitute who sits on many waters, he is told he will view her 
judgement. The description of  her as the “great prostitute” emphasizes the all-persuasive influence of  
this woman throughout history and the seriousness of  that influence in the eyes of  God. This is not to 
be taken lightly. 

In Revelation 19:2 we have the response of  a great multitude in heaven over the fall of  the “great 
prostitute.” Their praise honours God because He “has condemned the great prostitute”, avenging the 
blood of  his servants which the “prostitute” has shed throughout history. This “great prostitute” has 
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extensive influence, for she sits on many waters representing peoples, multitudes, nations and languages 
according to Revelation 17:15. Her influence has invaded all nations of  the world.The leaders of  the 
world and the inhabitants of  the world have been deceived, manipulated and seduced by her. This story 
has been repeated throughout history. John sees this woman in a desert, meaning the environment she 
thrives in seems to be a place of  death, not of  life. 

This woman sits on a beast, with blasphemous names, seven heads and ten horns. This reminds us of  
the beast in Revelation 13:1. We have already learned that these heads represent empires throughout 
history so this, very likely, means that the woman has dominated all the great empires of  the world and 
will be prominent in the tribulation period as well. She may well represent a false religious system that 
has permeated all the cultures of  the world and has produced a variety of  beliefs and practices with are 
incompatible with true Christianity. Those involved in her system are really only concerned with power 
and wealth rather than with true devotion to God as we can notice from her appearance which is very 
lavish. 

As for her appearance, we notice three things: She is dressed in purple and scarlet, which shows us that 
her clothing is very luxurious and is in stark contrast to the outfits of  the believers in heaven who are 
wearing “fine linen, white and clean.” 

The fact that she is glittering with gold and pearls shows us that this religious system has accumulated 
much wealth over time. For instance, it is a fact that the Roman Catholic Church is one of  the richest 
institutions in the world. As for the golden cup she has in her hand, this cup is filled with abominable 
things and the filth of  her adulteries. She is ripe for the judgement of  God according to Revelation 
17:16. Jeremiah described her destruction in Jeremiah 51:7-8. False religion and its methods and 
practices are abominations to God. Israel’s abomination usually consisted of  immorality and idolatry 
according to I Kings 14:22-24 and II kings 21. God confronted Israel during the Babylonian captivity 
about her abominations according to Ezekiel 20:30-31. Her name reveals who she is. She is “Mystery 
Babylon, the Great.” John is not talking here about the literal city of  Babylon. He means for us to 
understand it in a figurative sense. A mystery is something which was previously unknown but is being 
revealed to those who have been given understanding. Her being “the mother” refers to the fact that 
she represents that which began in Babylon and has continued throughout history. Being the mother of  
“prostitutes and of  the abominations of  the earth” speaks of  the fact that she is the source from which 
much evil and spiritual adultery has come. Her practices have infiltrated all history from the time of  
Babylon until the present day. Satan’s counterfeits have appeared in many countries and cultures, and 
they will reach its peak in methods, practices and teaching during the tribulation period. John sees the 
woman as drunk with the blood of  the saints, meaning that this false religious system had systematically 
killed off  true believers throughout history according to Revelation 6:10; Revelation 16:5-6, Revelation 
18:24. 

The Description of  the Beast
Revelation 17:7-14 

(When I saw her I was greatly astonished.) Then the angel said to me: ”Why are you 
astonished I will explain to you the mystery of  the woman and of  the beast she rides, which 
has the seven heads and ten horns. The beast, which you saw, once was, now is not, and will 
come up out of  the Abyss and go to his destruction. The inhabitants of  the earth whose names 
have not been written in the book of  life from the creation of  the world will be astonished 
when they see the beast, because he once was, now is not, and yet will come. This calls for a 
mind with wisdom. The seven heads are seven hills on which the woman sits. They are also 
seven kings. Five have fallen, one is, the other has not yet come; but when he does come, he 
must remain for a little while. The beast who once was, and now is not, is an eighth king. He 
belongs to the seven and he is going to his destruction. The ten horns you saw are ten kings 
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who have not yet received a kingdom, but who for one hour will receive authority as kings 
along with the beast. They have one purpose and will give their power and authority to the 
beast. They will make was against the Lamb, but the Lamb will overcome them because He is 
Lord of  lords and King of  kings – and with Him will be His called, chosen and faithful 
followers.” 
John is amazed at what he sees. Very likely he is perplexed at what he sees. He was a victim of  political 
persecution and now he sees a vision that shows Christianity will become corrupt and the persecutor 
of  the faithful and true believers. To some extent, not only is the woman a mystery to John but the 
beast as well of  which we are about to learn some more details not previously given. This beast will 
come out of  the Abyss, which is the place of  demonic spirits. The beast is of  satanic origin and, as we 
learned in Revelation 13:1-2, it is the “dragon” who gave him his power, his throne and his great 
authority. Also see Daniel 7:7-8 and Daniel 7:19-20. 

Eventually, this beast is destined to be destroyed. The beast will have enormous impact. The 
unbelievers in the tribulation period will be impressed with the restoration of  the world government 
which appeared to have ended with the fall of  Rome. However, it will come back to life as a ten-nation 
confederacy as predicted by Daniel in Daniel 7:7-8 and Daniel 7:19-20. John compares the seven heads 
with seven hills on which the woman sits. He continues by saying that these seven heads are also seven 
kings, of  which five have fallen, one is, the other has not yet come. This very likely refers to the beast 
representing world government at seven moments in history. 

The five empires that have controlled the world before John’s time are Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Medo-
Persia and Greece. The world government existing in John’s time is the Roman Empire, and there has 
not been a true world empire since. This sixth head or empire is the one that receives the fatal wound, 
but it will be brought back to life as the seventh empire of  the world. That is beginning to happen 
today. 

This seventh empire will not last long and will consist of  a ten-nation confederacy. It will be a Revived 
Roman empire. Out of  the seven empires will arise a world leader who will be the leader of  an eighth 
empire. He is the beast that “once was, now is not” as we read in verse 8 and verse 11. The only 
empire that once was and is no longer in existence is the Assyrian empire, so it is possible that the final 
world leader will emerge from what was previously Assyria. John then mentions ten kings or nations 
who are not yet in existence in his time. The prophet Daniel mentions them in Daniel 7:7-8 and Daniel 
7:19-20. Their confederacy will not last long before they surrender their power and authority to the 
coming world leader who comes into their midst and who quickly assumes control by taking over three 
of  them according to Daniel 7:8 and Daniel 7:20. These nations under the leadership of  the world ruler 
will go to war against the Lamb of  God, the Messiah. But He will overcome them because He is King 
of  kings and Lord of  lords. We read of  this coming conflict in Psalm 2. His called, chosen and faithful 
followers will be with him. They are described in: 

Revelation 19:14 as 

“The armies of  heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean.” 
Believers are the “called” in Romans 1:6-7; Romans 8:28; I Corinthians 1:2, the “chosen” in Ephesians 
1:4; I Peter 2:9, and the “faithful” in Colossians 1:2 and Revelation 2:10. 

The Destruction of  the Woman 
Revelation 17:15-18 

Then the angel said to me, “The waters you saw, where the prostitute sits, are peoples, 
multitudes, nations and languages. The beast and the ten horns you saw will hate the 
prostitute. They will bring her to ruin and leave her naked, they will eat her flesh and burn her 
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with fire. For God has put it into their hearts to accomplish His purpose by agreeing to give 
the beast their power to rule, until God’s words are fulfilled. The woman you saw is the great 
city that rules over the kings of  the earth.” 
The ten nations under the leadership of  the “beast” the world ruler will destroy the woman who 
represents false religion. The world government of  the future will use religion to promote its goals and 
achieve its purposes. When religion is no longer useful it will be destroyed. The world government will 
do this by stripping this false religious system of  her wealth and by completely eliminating all forms 
and institutions of  religion throughout the world. This may happen during the second half  of  the 
tribulation period, which would explain the terrible persecution by the Anti Christ at that time.

During the first half, religious freedom will exist, allowing for the preaching of  the gospel by the two 
witnesses. This also explains the Jewish temple sacrifices being restored. A measure of  freedom will 
exist for all religions during the first half  of  the tribulation. However, the coming world leader will 
break his covenant with Israel and begin to persecute believers during the second half  of  the 
tribulation. The real reason the ten nations will destroy the religious system is because God will cause 
them to do so. John names the woman as the “great city that rules over the kings of  the earth.” This 
may possibly be figurative language and may refer to the religious system “Mystery Babylon the Great.” 
This mystical religion, which was developed in Babylon, was eventually transported to Rome and 
became part of  the worldwide Roman Catholic Religious system. Today evangelical churches are being 
influenced by Roman Catholic mysticism and as such these churches also are becoming part of  
“Mystical Babylon the Great.”

Chapter Eighteen
In Revelation eighteen we have the description of  the fall of  the woman or as she is called, “Babylon 
the Great.” 

The Prediction of  the Fall of  Babylon
Revelation 18:1-3 

After this I saw another angel coming down from heaven. He had great authority, and the earth 
was illuminated by his splendour. With a mighty voice he shouted: “Fallen! Fallen is Babylon 
the Great! She has become a home for demons and a haunt for ever evil spirit, a haunt for ever 
unclean and detestable bird. For all the nations have drunk the maddening wine of  her 
adulteries. The kings of  the earth have committed adultery with her, and the merchants of  the 
earth grew rich from her excessive luxuries.” 
The appearance and authority of  this angel is a clear indication that God Himself  is announcing His 
judgement upon Babylon. The description given here reminds us of  previous prophecies about the 
destruction of  the Babylonian Empire as given to us in Isaiah 13-14 and Jeremiah 50-51. Babylon was 
once a world empire, and it was destroyed, never to be inhabited again. The mystery side of  Babylon, 
both political and religious, has continued throughout history and will culminate in the tribulation 
period with a world government, and a world religious system, both of  which will fall by the judgement 
of  God Himself. This false religious system has seduced world leaders to kill true believers throughout 
history. Moreover, this system has been engaged in many commercial enterprises which have made her 
rich and so have the people who have taken part in her commercial schemes. 

The Plea to God’s People
Revelation 18:4-5 

Then I heard another voice from heaven say: “Come out of  her, My people, so that you will not 
share in her sins, so that you will not receive any of  her plagues; for her sins are piled up to 
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heaven, and God has remembered her crimes.” 
The command for God’s people to “come out of  her” comes from Jeremiah’s prophecies to the people 
of  Israel to get out of  ancient Babylon according to Jeremiahs 50:8-10 and Jeremiah 51:45. It is clear 
from these two passages that God desires to protect His people and that He desires to punish Babylon. 
God’s protection of  His people demands their withdrawal from Mystical Babylon. This assumes that 
true believers will be caught within this religious system. Otherwise, there is no need for such an appeal. 
Separation from apostate Christianity has always been the requirement of  God. God will judge her for 
her sins. She seduced the nations and the leaders of  the world and God will pour out His wrath on her 
according to Revelation 16:19. 

The Payment Babylon will Receive
Revelation 18:6-8

“Give back to her as she has given; pay her back double for what she has done. Mix her a 
double portion from her own cup. Give her as much torture and grief  as the glory and luxury 
she gave herself. In her heart she boasts, “I sit as queen; I am not a widow, and I will never 
mourn.” Therefore in one day her plagues will overtake her: death, mourning and famine. She 
will be consumed by fire, for mighty is the Lord God who judges her.” 
God’s vengeance will be revealed even against false religion in whose name and under whose influence 
millions have suffered and died. God’s judgement will fall and vindicate His people according to 
Deuteronomy 32:35, Romans 12:19 and Revelation 6:10-11. The principle “what we sow we will reap” 
is applied here. In the case of  this religious system she will receive a double portion of  God’s wrath 
because of  the enormity of  her sins. This religious system boasts that she will never experience sorrow 
or torment for her lifestyle and luxurious living. But God sees her differently in that He sees her as a 
widow for He has forsaken her as the prophet Isaiah describes in Isaiah 47:8-11. God will use the 
nations of  the world to judge her and those who have followed her. 

The People affected by Babylon’s Fall
Revelation 18:9-19 

When the kings of  the earth who committed adultery with her and shared her luxury see the 
smoke of  her burning, they will weep and mourn over her. Terrified at her torment, they will 
stand far off  and cry: “Woe! Woe, O great city, O Babylon, city of  power! In one hour your 
doom has come!” The merchants of  the earth will weep and mourn over her because no one 
buys her cargoes any more – cargoes of  gold, silver, precious stones and pearls; fine linen, 
purple, silk and scarlet cloth; every sort of  citron wood, and articles of  every kind of  made of  
ivory, costly wood, bronze, iron and marble; cargoes of  cinnamon and spice, of  incense, myrrh 
and frankincense, of  wine and olive oil, of  fine flour and wheat; cattle and sheep; horses and 
carriages; and bodies and souls of  men. They will say, “The fruit you longed for is gone from 
you. All your riches and splendour have vanished, never to be recovered. The merchants who 
sold these things and gained their wealth from her will stand far off, terrified at her torment. 
They will weep and mourn and cry out: “Woe! Woe, O great city, dressed in fine linen, purple 
and scarlet, and glittering with gold, precious stones and pearls! In one hour such great wealth 
had been brought to ruin! Every sea captain, and all who travel by ship, the sailors, and all who 
earn their living from the sea, will stand far off. When they see the smoke of  her burning, they 
will exclaim, “Was there ever a city like this great city?” They will throw dust on their heads, 
and with weeping and mourning cry out: “Woe! Woe, O great city, where all who had ships on 
the sea became rich through her wealth! In one hour she has been brought to ruin.” 
In the name of  religion many people have become prosperous. The fall of  the religious system causes 

54



many people on the earth to weep and mourn. This shows us how vitally connected religion is to the 
economic systems of  this world. The kings are aware that the day of  God’s wrath has come and they 
weep and mourn over the destruction of  this system even though they hate her. They are the very ones 
who will be involved at the battle of  Armageddon when they too will experience the wrath of  God and 
be killed by the sword of  the coming King of  kings and Lord of  lords according to Revelation 19:19-
21. 

The merchants of  the earth will weep and mourn over the destruction of  this system because they will 
lose their business. Please note that among their goods are mentioned the bodies and souls of  men. No 
doubt this will have included the sex slave trade of  girls as well as boys, which is such a terrible practice 
through which people earn much money. The desire for achievement and accumulation of  wealth is a 
dominant factor in people’s lives. But judgement day is coming. The merchants of  the world together 
with the kings of  the earth will mourn the sudden destruction of  the system which has helped them 
become prosperous. 

Religion has often been guilty of  material goals. It has deceived people into believing that material 
prosperity is a sign of  God’s approval. It has encouraged the “profit motive” and has seduced the 
nations of  the world because of  it. John next focuses on those who make their living from the sea for 
they too will lose their livelihood. That makes sense, for products need to be transported via ships, and 
when the economic system is judged, then there will be no more products to be transported. 

The Praise of  the Believers
Revelation 18:20 

Rejoice over her, O heaven! Rejoice, saints and apostles and prophets! God has judged has for 
the way she has treated you. 
The long-standing question about the suffering of  the righteous and prosperity of  the sinful has now 
been settled. God’s judgement on this system, under whose influence multitudes of  believers have 
suffered and died, will cause rejoicing in the hearts of  all true believers. 

The Pronouncement of  Babylon’s Fall
Revelation 18:21-24 

Then a mighty angel picked up a boulder the size of  a large millstone and threw it into the sea, 
and said, “With such violence the great city of  Babylon will be thrown down, never to be found 
again. The music of  harpists and musicians, flute players and trumpeters, will never be heard 
in you again. No workman of  any trade will ever be found in you again. The sound of  a 
millstone will never be heard in you again. The light of  a lamp will never shine in you again. 
The voice of  bridegroom and bride will never be heard in you again. Your merchants were the 
world’s great men. By your magic spell all the nations were led astray. In her was found the 
blood of  prophets and of  the saints, and of  all who have been killed on the earth.” 
Jeremiah’s pronouncement of  judgement on ancient Babylon in Jeremiah 51:63-64 closely parallels the 
angel’s pronouncement in Revelation 18:21-24. Just as ancient Babylon was destroyed so Mystery 
Babylon will be destroyed. God will put out the lights of  Babylon for good. 

This system is overthrown by God because she has deceived the nations of  the world to carry out her 
evil plans to eliminate the people of  God. She has used the governments of  the world to accomplish 
her purposes. Furthermore, she is inspired by satan himself  who works all kinds of  miracles through 
her leaders, and finally through the false prophet. God will bring her to an end. She will not be found 
again.
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Chapter Nineteen
In this chapter we are introduced to the Bride of  the Lamb. 

The Bride of  the Lamb
Revelation 19:1-10 

After this I heard what sounded like the roar of  a great multitude in heaven shouting: 
“Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our God, for true and just are His 
judgements. He has condemned the great prostitute who corrupted the earth by her adulteries. 
He has avenged on her the blood of  His servants. And again they shouted: “Hallelujah! The 
smoke from her goes up for ever and ever.” The twenty-four elders and the four living creatures 
fell down and worshipped God, who was seated at the throne. And they cried: “Amen, 
Hallelujah!” Then a voice came from the throne, saying: “Praise our God, all you His servants, 
you who fear Him, both small and great!” Then I heard what sounded like a great multitude, 
like the roar of  rushing waters and like loud peals of  thunder, shouting: “Hallelujah! For our 
Lord God Almighty reign. Let us rejoice and be glad and give Him glory! For the wedding of  
the Lamb has come, and His bride has made herself  ready. Fine line, bright and clean, was 
given her to wear” (Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of  the saints.) Then the angel said 
to me, “Write “Blessed are those who are invited to he wedding supper of  the Lamb!” And he 
added, “These are the true words of  God.” At this I fell at his feet to worship him. But he said 
to me, “Do not do it! I am a fellow-servant with you and with your brothers who hold to the 
testimony of  Jesus! For the testimony of  Jesus is the spirit of  prophecy.” 

The Praise of  God is Proclaimed
Revelation 19:1-6

Various groups are mentioned who are all praising God: 

1. We read of  “a great multitude.” This reminds us of  Revelation 7:9 and is a reference to 

    the tribulation believers who have been martyred.

2. The “the twenty-four elders” are mentioned. They are mentioned in Revelation 4. 

    They are mentioned separately from the tribulation believers because they very likely 

    represent the Church of  Jesus Christ which was born at the Day of  Pentecost and will 

    be taken up into heaven before the tribulation.

3. The four living creatures are mentioned in Revelation 4:6-9 as well and seem to be in 

    charge of  worship in heaven.

4. All His servants both great and small very likely include those we have already 

    mentioned as well as the Old Testament believers.

The reason for their praise is the fact that God has judged Mystery Babylon. She has now fallen. 
Another reason for their praise is the fact that God’s earthly rule is coming. The Lord’s sovereign rule 
over all things has continued from the beginning and has never been set aside. But the earthly 
establishment of  God’s rule will happen at the return of  Christ to this world. 

The Preparation of  the Bride is Announced
Revelation 19:7-9

All the believers in heaven are urged to rejoice over the wedding of  the Lamb and His Bride. We are 
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going to compare the events around a Jewish wedding to help us understand more clearly events 
around the wedding of  Christ and His Bride. 

In Bible times there are three phases to a Jewish wedding: 

1. One deals with the marriage contract. When the contract was finished the couple were 

   legally married, or we would say, they were engaged to each other for they did not yet 

   live together. This corresponds to our salvation.

2. The second phase deals with a formal occasion when the bridegroom takes the bride 

    to his home as we can read in Matthew 25:1-13. This corresponds to the rapture of  the 

    church.

3. The final phase is the actual marriage supper when the bridegroom comes to the 

    bride’s home. See the wedding feast in John 2:1-10. This corresponds to the marriage 

    supper of  the Lamb and His Bride.

The Bride was given fine linen, bright and clean to wear, which speaks of  the righteous acts of  the 
believers. As for identifying “the Bride”, she cannot be Israel because Israel is already the wife of  the 
Lord. She is rebuked for her unfaithfulness but the Old Testament never suggests that she is not the 
wife of  the Lord. See Isaiah 54:1-15. The Bride is the Church of  Jesus Christ. In Ephesians 5:25-32 we 
have a description of  Christ’s love for His Church, His Bride. The Church will appear in all her glory 
when the marriage supper of  the Lamb takes place. Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding 
supper of  the Lamb. The Church is the Bride. The guests are very likely Old Testament believers such 
as John the Baptist in John 3:29. 

The Purpose of  the Believer is Revealed
Revelation 19:10

John is so overwhelmed by what he has just seen he falls at the feet of  the angel to worship. But the 
angel reminds him that it is only God who is to be worshipped, for He alone is worthy to be 
worshipped. We learn that the testimony of  Jesus is the spirit of  prophecy. He is the central feature of  
it, and any teaching of  prophecy that takes our minds and hearts away from Him misses the point. 

The Second Coming of  Christ
We will now focus on the return of  Jesus Christ to this earth. 

The Names Identify Him Clearly
Revelation 19:11-13 

I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called 
Faithful and True. With justice he judges and makes war. His eyes are like blazing fire, and on 
His head are many crowns. He has a name written on Him that no one knows but He Himself. 
He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and His Name is the Word of  God. 
Though many names are used in Scriptures to describe the person and work of  Jesus Christ, this one 
passage describing His return to earth focuses on four characteristics of  His name. 

1. His Name is reliable. The terms “Faithful and True” clearly identify Him for Jesus 

   Christ is called the “Faithful Witness” in Revelation 1:5 and the “Faithful and True 

   Witness” in Revelation 3:14.
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a. He makes good on His promises according to Deuteronomy 7:9 and Hebrews 10:23. 

    Because Jesus is faithful, all His promises will come true, including His promise to 

    come again according to John 14:3.

b. He helps us in our temptation according to I Corinthians 10:13. 

c. He protects us from satan according to II Thessalonians 3:3. 

d. He will never forsake us according to Hebrews 13:5. 

e. He will forgive us our sins according to I John 1:9. 

f.  He does not lie according to John 7:18. 

g. His ways and judgements are true and just according to Revelation 15:3 and 

    Revelation 19:2.

2. His Name is known only by Him. When we read that “He had a Name written that no 

    one knew except Himself ”, we realise there is much about our Lord we simply cannot 

    recognise or know. We are told His Name is “Wonderful” according to Isaiah 9:6, 

    meaning it is too difficult for us to understand. There is so much about our Lord we 

    do not understand according to Psalm 139:1-6. But He knows, His self-realisation is 

    powerfully revealed when Revelation 19:12 says “no one knew except Himself.”

3. His Name is revealed as the Word of  God. This Name clearly identifies Him as Jesus 

    Christ according to John 1:1 and John 1:14.

4. His Name proves that He is Royal. Revelation 19:16 reveals His sovereignty over all 

    people, all rulers and all nations.

His Nature Describes Him Powerfully
Revelation 19:11-13

In addition to His name, this passage describes His nature: 

1. He is just in all that He does according to Revelation 19:11. The nations of  the world 

   have already been described as a withered and over-ripe harvest according to 

   Revelation 14:14-20 that needs to be reaped by the justice and vengeance of  Almighty 

   God.

2. He sees and knows everything. His eyes are “like blazing fire” make it clear that he will 

    judge the sins of  the world.

3. He has authority. The crowns on his head are that of  royalty and majesty. He wears 

    “many crowns” as a sign that He has authority over all according to Ephesians 1:21. 

    His authority exceeds that of  all human and angelic authority.

4. He has wrath. His robe is stained with the blood of  those He has destroyed according 

   to Isaiah 63:1-6. This is the same bloodbath described in Revelation 14:20. The 
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   righteous anger of  the Lord will be poured out against this world.

The Nations will Obey Him Completely
Revelation 19:15-16 

Out of  His mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations. He will rule 
them with an iron sceptre. He treads the winepress of  the fury of  the wrath of  God Almighty. 
On His robe and on His thigh He has this Name written: King of  kings and Lord of  lords. 
Three actions of  the Lord Jesus are described here: 

1. He will strike the nations with a sharp sword. The Word of  God is described as a two-

   edged sword. Jesus will execute judgements by speaking the Word of  God as described 

   for us in Psalm 2:9 and Isaiah 11:4.

2. He will use a rod of  iron to rule the nations. It is a rod that will bring order and justice 

    to the world. Jesus Christ and His believers will rule the nations of  the world when His 

    Kingdom is set up on earth.

3. He will trample the nations as described for us in Isaiah 63:1-6; Joel 3:13 and 

   Revelation 14:14-20. It is the day of  the Lord, a day when God’s wrath is poured out 

   upon an unbelieving world.

The Terrible Destruction that Will Come
Revelation 19:17-21 

And I saw an angel standing in the sun, who cried in a loud voice to all the birds flying in mid-
air, “Come, gather together for the great supper of  God, so that you may eat the flesh of  kings, 
generals and mighty men, of  horses and their riders, and the flesh of  all people, free and slave, 
small and great.” Then I saw the beast and the kings of  the earth and their armies gathered 
together to make war against the rider and the horse and His army. But the beast was captures, 
and with him the false prophet who had performed the miraculous signs on his behalf. With 
these signs he had deluded those who had received the mark of  the beast and worshipped his 
image. The two of  them were thrown alive into the fiery lake of  burning sulphur. The rest of  
them were killed with the sword that came out of  the mouth of  the rider on the horse, and all 
the birds gorged themselves on their flesh. 
Armageddon has arrived! God’s day of  vengeance and wrath will explode upon the world scene in a 
spectacular display of  His power and glory. The whole world will know that Jesus Christ is King of  
kings and Lord of  lords. 

The Coming of  all Birds to the Supper of  the Great God
Revelation 19:17-18

In the battle of  Gog and Magog described for us in Ezekiel 38 and 39 we have a scene where the birds 
of  heaven are invited to devour the flesh of  those conquered. At the end of  the tribulation this event 
will occur again as all the kings of  the earth become the supper upon which the birds of  heaven feast. 
We notice three things here: 

1. The angel is standing in the sun. This speaks of  the glory of  God and the fulfilment of  

    His purposes on earth.
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2. The angel cries in a loud voice. The sound of  a loud voice has occurred on six 

    previous occasions in Revelation, namely Revelation 6:10; Revelation 7:2; Revelation 

    7:10, Revelation 10:3; Revelation 14:15; Revelation 18:2. It always introduces an 

    important message or event related to the vengeance and victory of  God.

3. The birds are gathered together for a specific purpose. In Matthew 24:27-28 Jesus 

    prophecies about an event when there will be a “carcass” where “the vultures” will 

    gather. This prophecy will be fulfilled at this time for “the carcass” depicts the nations 

    of  the world who have gathered against the Lord and His people. “The vultures” 

    represent all the birds of  heaven who will literally feed on the flesh of  those armies 

    destroyed by the coming of  Jesus Christ.

The Final Conflict of  the Tribulation 

Revelation 19:19

The beast and the kings have come together to make war. The world leader and his associate, the false 
prophet, have deceived the nations of  the world. They have now assembled the kings of  the earth for 
the battle on the great day of  God Almighty according to Revelation 16:14. They have decided that 
they go to war against the Lord of  lords and King of  kings. This is, no doubt, because they are now so 
deceived by the world leader and his false prophet that they believe they can actually win this battle 
against the Lord Jesus. But He will show them that He is no match for them according to II 
Thessalonians 2:8. 

The Capture of  the Beast and the False Prophet
Revelation 19:20

Both the beast and his prophet are captured. The beast is captured because he has received worship in 
place of  Almighty God. The false prophet is captured because he has led the people of  the world astray 
by persuading them to worship the beast. 

These two received special attention in the description of  the final judgement due to their significant 
roles of  deception and their wickedness toward the tribulation believers who have suffered greatly at 
their hands. God’s vengeance will be poured out on them. 

The Consequences the Nations will Face
Revelation 19:21 

The armies will be destroyed with the Word of  God that comes out of  the mouth of  the Lord 
Jesus Christ.

Chapter Twenty
After the devastation of  Armageddon, you may have several questions, for instance: 

What is going to happen now that the political, religious and economic systems of  the world have been 
destroyed? What will happen to satan? What will happen to the righteous dead and those who are still 
alive at the end of  the tribulation period? 

The Binding of  satan during the Thousand Years
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Revelation 20:1-3 

“And I saw an angel coming down out of  heaven, having the key of  the Abyss and holding in 
his hand a great chain. He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil, or satan, 
and bound him for a thousand years. He threw him into the Abyss, and locked and sealed it 
over him, to keep him from deceiving the nations any more until the thousand years were 
ended. After that, he must be set free for a short time.” 
After the tribulation period, satan will be cast into hell by an angel. This angel is an unnamed angel who 
has the key to the Abyss, the place where demons exist, 

and who has a great chain in his hand. We know three things about satan: 

1. He has controlled the political system. In Revelation 12:3 the “red dragon” was 

   described as having “seven heads and ten horns.” It is the “dragon” who has given   

   “the beast” of  Revelation 13:1 and Revelation 17:7-18, “his power, his throne and his 

     great authority” according to Revelation 13:2.

2. He has deceived the nations. In Revelation 12:9 the dragon was called “that ancient 

    serpent” and is described as the one who “leads the whole world astray.” 

3. He has been accusing believers. In Revelation 12:10 we read about “the accuser of  
    our brothers who accuses them before our God day and night”.

The angel does four things to satan: 

1. He binds satan with a chain for a thousand years. 

2. He casts satan into the Abyss. 

3. He silences satan. 

4. He seals up satan’s place of  abode, the Abyss. 

Other passages in Scripture speak of  God’s imprisonment of  demonic beings. Peter in II Peter 2:4 
writes that “angels who had sinned” have been put into “gloomy dungeons to be held for judgement”. 
Jude, in Jude 6, writes that: 

“Angels who did not keep their positions of  authority but abandoned their own home - these 
He has kept in darkness, bound with everlasting chains for judgement on the great Day”. 
The reason for binding satan is to keep him “from deceiving the nations any more until the 
thousand years are ended”. 

In the battle of  Armageddon only the leaders and their armies will be destroyed. However, Zechariah 
in Zechariah 14:16 writes: 

“Then the survivors from all the nations that have attacked Jerusalem will go up year after year 
to worship the king, the Lord Almighty, and to celebrate the Feast of  Tabernacles.” 
Satan will be released from his prison for a little while after the thousand years have passed when he 
will deceive the nations of  the world one more time according to Revelation 20:8. 

The Blessing Believers will Experience
Revelation 20:4-6 

I saw thrones on which were seated those who had been given authority to judge. And I saw 
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the souls of  those who had been beheaded because of  their testimony for Jesus and because of  
the word of  God. They had not worshipped the beast or his image and had not received his 
mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ a thousand 
years. (The rest of  the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended.) Blessed 
and holy are those who have part in the first resurrection. The second death has no power over 
them, but they will be priests of  God and of  Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand 
years. 
The ones on the thrones are very likely the twenty-four elders we read about in Revelation 4:4. They 
represent the Church of  Jesus Christ in heaven. The focus of  this judgement is most probably the 
giving of  rewards. The Old Testament Jewish believers who are resurrected at the end of  the 
Tribulation period according to Daniel 12:1-3 and all the tribulation believers are at that time given their 
rewards. The ones doing the judgements are the ones who sit on the thrones, the twenty-four elders. 

The “first resurrection” consists only of  believers. Church-age believers will be resurrected at the 
rapture before the tribulation begins according to I Thessalonians 4:16-17. All Old Testament believers, 
along with the tribulation martyrs, will be resurrected at the end of  the tribulation. They are all part of  
“the first resurrection” and are described as “blessed and holy”. They will never die again. 

Unbelievers will be resurrected and judged after the thousand years are over. Their judgement will be 
before the great white throne according to Revelation 20:12. 

Believers will reign with Jesus Christ as “kings and priests” according to Revelation 1:6; Revelation 5:10 
and II Timothy 2:12. There will be “religious festivals” during the thousand-year reign of  Jesus Christ 
according to Zechariah 14:16 and a temple according to Ezekiel 40-48. 

The Battle at the End of  the Thousand Years
Revelation 20:7-10 

When the thousand years are over, satan will be released from his prison and will go out to 
deceive the nations in the four corners of  the earth – Gog and Magog – to gather them for 
battle. In number they are like the sand on the seashore. They marched across the breadth of  
the earth and surrounded the camp of  God’s people, the city He loves. But fire came down 
from heaven and devoured them. And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake 
of  burning sulphur, where the beast and the false prophet had been thrown. They will be 
tormented day and night for ever and ever. 
The nations “deceived” must come from the children born during the thousand years. They will be 
required to obey and submit but that does not mean their obedience and submission is of  the heart. 
Satan’s ability to influence them to become a part of  his final scheme shows the sinful nature of  man. 
The names “Gog” and “Magog” are mentioned in Ezekiel 38 and 39. This is not the same battle as 
the one in Revelation 20. The name “Gog” may refer to the demonic spirit who will be in charge of  
this operation. The name “Magog” may refer to the nations involved in this battle. 

These nations will surround the city He loves. This is a reference to Jerusalem, the capital of  the 
millennial reign of  Jesus Christ. God’s love for the city of  Jerusalem is clearly established in Scripture. 
See Psalm 78:68 and Psalm 87:2. The actual judgement God uses to destroy this rebellion is the same 
one that He brought on Sodom and Gomorrah: fire will come down from heaven and will devour 
them. 

Satan will be thrown into the lake of  burning sulphur, where the beast and the false prophet have 
already been for one thousand years. They will experience torment for ever and ever!! 
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The Books that Judge the Dead
Revelation 20:11-15 

Then I saw a great white throne and Him who was seated on it. Earth and sky fled from His 
presence, and there was no place for them. And I saw the dead, great and small, standing 
before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of  
life. The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books. The sea 
gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and 
each person was judged according to what he had done. Then death and Hades were thrown 
into the lake of  fire. The lake of  fire is the second death. If  anyone’s name was not found 
written in the book of  life, he was thrown into the lake of  fire. 
The throne mentioned on this passage appears to be a special place where the judgement of  
unbelievers is to take place. The word “great” might refer to the issues involved rather than the 
throne’s physical size and the word “white” pictures the purity and righteousness of  the One who is the 
Judge of  all men. According to John 5:22 God the Father has entrusted all judgement to the Son. 
Therefore Jesus Christ will be the One before whom all unbelievers will stand at that time. The 
achievements and status of  those who are to be judged will have no bearing upon the judgement they 
will receive. It is clear that no one will escape this judgement. “Hades” is the temporary abode of  the 
sinful dead who await the great white throne judgement and their final sentencing. Jesus mentions this 
place in the story of  Lazarus and the rich man in Luke 16:19-31. “Hades” is to be distinguished from 
“Gehenna” which is the “lake of  fire”. 
The works of  believers are judged according to I Corinthians 3:11-15 and 

II Corinthians 5:10, and the issue is rewards. This is not done at the time of  the great white throne 
judgement but has been done at the Bema Seat. Their names are recorded in the Book of  Life. 

“Death” is thrown into the lake of  fire. Therefore there will be “no more death.” Similarly, “Hades”, 
the temporary abode of  all sinful people, will be thrown into the “lake of  fire” and all who dwell there 
will find themselves lost in eternal torment and punishment together with satan, the world leader and 
the false prophet. 

The final judgement and destiny of  unbelievers is called “the second death.” The first death involves 
the separation of  the body from the soul and the spirit. The second death involves the separation of  
the person from God forever.

Chapter Twenty-One
The Book of  Revelation is an unveiling of  Jesus Christ in all of  His glory. In it we have a three-fold 
outline of  Him: 

1. He is the Lord of  the churches in Revelation 1:1 – Revelation 3:22. 

2. He is the Lion over the nations in Revelation 4:1 – Revelation 20:15. 

3. He is the Lamb among believers in Revelation 21:1 – Revelation 22:21. 

   We are now going to be introduced to the New Jerusalem. 

The Introduction to the New Jerusalem
Revelation 21:1-8 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 
away, and there was no longer any sea. I saw the Holy City, the New Jerusalem, coming down 
out of  heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. And I heard 
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a loud voice from the throne saying, “Now the dwelling of  God is with men, and He will live 
with them. They will be His people, and God Himself  will be with them, and be their God. He 
will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or 
pain, for the old order of  things has passed away.” He who was seated on the throne said, “I 
am making everything new!” Then He said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy 
and true.” He said to me: “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the 
End. To him who is thirsty I will give to drink without cost from the spring of  the water of  life. 
He who overcomes will inherit all this, and I will be His God and he will be My son. But the 
cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who practice 
magic arts, the idolaters and all liars – their place will be in the fiery lake of  burning sulphur. 
This is the second death.” 

The Pattern of  Things in the Universe will be Changed
Revelation 21:1

There will be changes in our physical surroundings: 

1. Our present physical environment will pass away as described by Peter in II Peter 

    3:10-12.

2. Our physical surroundings will become new. The prophet Isaiah wrote about this in 

    Isaiah 65:17 and Isaiah 66:22 and Peter wrote about it in II Peter 3:10-13.

3. Our future environment will be different since there will be “no more sea.” The only 

    river will be the river of  the water of  life in the New Jerusalem mentioned in 

    Revelation 22:1. 

The Presence of  a New City will be the Main Attraction in Eternity
Revelation 21:2 

The New Jerusalem will come down out of  heaven from God. 

1. The Source is God Himself  who has been designing and preparing this city for His 

    people. He is its builder and maker according to Hebrews 11:10.

2. We may not know its exact location but this city will definitely sit on earth. 

3. This city is identified with its inhabitants, since she is described as “a bride”. 

4.  It is a holy city, a pure city since no sin will be found in her. 

5. She is unlike the earthly Jerusalem, which in Revelation 11:8 is figuratively called 

   “Sodom and Egypt.”

The Purpose of  God will be Fulfilled
Revelation 21:3-4

God’s presence with people was a reality when Jesus Christ came into this world according to John 
1:14, 18. After Jesus’ ascension into heaven God’s presence has been made real by the Holy Spirit but, 
since we cannot see Him, the full reality of  God’s presence is not experienced. One day that will be 
different. One day God Himself  will live among His people. This God will wipe away every tear from 
the eyes of  His people. There will be no more sorrow, no more suffering, no more pain in the New 
Jerusalem. 
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The Promises of  God will be Realised
Revelation 21:5-8

God the Father is the One who sits on His Throne. He is the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and 
the End, as is the Son according to Revelation 1:8. God is the beginning and the end of  all things. 
Everything exists because of  Him and His divine purpose. The prophet Isaiah wrote about the ministry 
of  Jesus in Isaiah 55:1, and Jesus spoke to the Samaritan woman in John 4:13-14 about this life giving 
water that only He could give mentioned in this passage. Only those who have drunk from this living 
water and who have overcome will be allowed entrance into the New Jerusalem. 

Those who continue to reject God’s salvation plan through Jesus Christ and continue their sinful 
lifestyle will end up in the fiery lake of  burning sulphur, which is the second death. 

The New Jerusalem
Revelation 21:9-21 

One of  the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of  the seven last plagues came and said 
to me, “Come, I will show you the bride, the wife of  the Lamb.” And he carried me away in the 
Spirit to a mountain great and high, and showed me the Holy City, the New Jerusalem, coming 
down out of  heaven from God. It shone with the glory of  God, and its brilliance was like that 
of  a very precious jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal. It had a great, high wall with twelve 
gates, and with twelve angels at the gates. On the gates were written the names of  the twelve 
tribes of  Israel. There were three gates on the east, three on the north, three on the south and 
three on the west. The wall of  the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the names of  
the twelve apostles of  the Lamb. The angel who talked with me had a measuring rod of  gold 
to measure the city, its gates and its walls. The city was laid out like a square, as long as it was 
wide. He measured the city with the rod and found it to be 12,000 stadia in length and as wide 
and high as it is long. He measured its wall and it was 144 cubits thick, by man’s measurement, 
which the angel was using. The wall was made of  jasper, and the city of  pure gold, as pure as 
glass. The foundations of  the city were decorated with every kind of  precious stone. The first 
foundation was jasper, the second sapphire, the third chalcedony, the fourth emerald, the fifth 
sardonyx, the sixth carnelian, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the 
tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, and the twelfth amethyst. The twelve gates were twelve 
pearls, each gate made of  a single pearl. The great street of  the city was pure gold, like 
transparent glass. 
One of  the angels who had poured out God’s wrath on the earth now invites John to come and see the 
New Jerusalem and John’s description of  the City is that it has the glory of  God. The New Jerusalem 
reflects all that God is. It is a wonderful manifestation of  the glory and character of  Almighty God. 
God has prepared and designed a city that will truly reveal the wonder of  His nature and will cause all 
to worship Him forever. John must feel overawed by what he sees and has difficulty describing what he 
exactly sees. The light is like that of  a very precious jewel. This could be a diamond. John next 
describes the wall around the city. It is a great and high wall, which may tell us that it will keep out what 
is not wanted. It is 144 cubits thick, which is approx. 200 feet thick according to Revelation 21:17. John 
sees twelve gates in the wall with twelve angels. On each gate was written a name of  a tribe of  Israel. 

Beneath the wall are twelve foundations with the name of  the twelve apostles on them. In Ephesians 
2:20 we read that the church is built on the foundation of  the apostles and prophets. The angel 
measures the city with a gold measuring rod to indicate the majesty and royalty of  what is being 
measured. Each side measures approx. 1,400 miles. The wall was made of  “jasper” which is a precious 
stone already mentioned earlier on and may possibly refer to “diamonds.” The city is made of  pure 
gold and likewise the street of  the city is made of  pure gold. This speaks of  royalty. 
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The foundations are made of  different kinds of  precious stones. The twelve gates are made of  twelve 
pearls. 

The Glory of  the New Jerusalem
Revelation 21:22-27 

I did not see a temple in the City, because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its 
temple. The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of  God gives it 
light, and the Lamb is its lamp. The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of  the earth 
will bring their splendour into it. On no day will its gates ever be shut, for there will be no night 
there. The glory and honour of  the nations will be brought into it. Nothing impure will ever 
enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose names 
are written in the Lamb’s Book of  Life. 
There will be no temple in the City, for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the only temple we 
will need. They are the objects of  our praise. Neither does the City need the sun and the moon for the 
glory of  God gives its light and the Lamb will be its lamp. The New Jerusalem is unique in what will be 
missing: 

1. No more death, sorrow, crying or pain according to Revelation 21:4. 

2. No temple according to Revelation 21:22. 

3. No need of  the sun or the moon or a lamp according to Revelation 21:23 and Revelation 22:5.

4. No night according to Revelation 21:25 and Revelation 22:5. 

5. No impurity, shame, or deceit according to Revelation 21:27. 

6. No more curse according to Revelation 22:3. 

There will be nations and kings who have come out of  the tribulation period. They very likely will have 
been judged by Jesus according to Matthew 25:31-46. These nations will have taken care of  Jesus’ 
“brothers”, the Jewish people, and will have been seen by Him as “sheep” nations and therefore been 
allowed to enter the Millennium age. During the one-thousand year period they did not rebel against 
Jesus and they did not become a part of  the final rebellion so they can now live on the earth in its 
eternal state. These nations will include children born in the Millennium period who have not rebelled 
against the Lord. These are the nations and their kings who are free to enter the City. 

All unbelievers will be in the lake of  fire. Sin will be gone forever. The devil and his angels will be in the 
lake of  fire.

Chapter Twenty-Two
The River of  Life

Revelation 22:1-5 

Then the angel showed me the river of  the water of  life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the 
throne of  God and of  the Lamb down in the middle of  the great street of  the city. On each 
side of  the river stood the tree of  life, bearing twelve crops of  fruit, yielding its fruit every 
month. And the leaves of  the trees are for the healing of  the nations. No longer will there be 
any curse. The throne of  God and of  the Lamb will be in the city, and His servants will serve 
Him. They will see His face, and His name will be on their foreheads. There will be no more 
night. They will not need the light of  a lamp or the light of  the sun, for the Lord God will give 
them light. And they will reign for ever and ever. 
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The Tree of  Life
Revelation 22:1-5

The Water of  the river that is as clear as crystal indicates there is no pollution in this water. This river 
of  life speaks of  salvation as mentioned in John 4:13-14. The source of  life is in God Himself. The 
river is positioned in the city where it flows down the middle of  the great street. The river has the tree 
of  life on its sides. This tree, too, represents life. We can read of  this tree in:

Genesis 2:9 

And the Lord God made all kinds of  trees grow out of  the ground – trees that were pleasing to 
the eye and good for food. In the middle of  the garden were the tree of  life and the tree of  the 
knowledge of  good and evil. 
The first man and woman could eat of  this tree of  life until the time of  the Fall when they were 
forbidden to eat from it as we can read in:

Genesis 3:22 

And the Lord God said, “The man has now become like one of  us, knowing good and evil. He 
must not be allowed to reach out his hand and take also from the tree of  life and eat, and live 
forever.” 
But here is the tree of  life once again and all people are encouraged to partake of  that tree just like the 
first couple was encouraged to eat freely of  that tree. 

There will be no more struggle. The curse was a result of  humanity’s fall into sin according to Genesis 
3:14-19. God Himself  and the Lamb will be in the city and believers will serve Him. They will see Him 
face to face. There will be no more night. Neither will there be a need for the sun, for the Lord God 
Himself  will be their light. 

Believers will reign with Him for ever and ever. They have already reigned with Him during the 
Millennium but that continues into Eternity. Do we know what role believers will have? No, for we do 
not have exact job descriptions but the Lord will have selected something for each believer which will 
fit that person perfectly. 

Jesus is Coming
Revelation 22:6-21 

“The angel said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true. The Lord, the God of  the 
spirits of  the prophets, sent His angel to show His servants the things that must soon take 
place.” I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I had heard and seen 
them, I fell down to worship at the feet of  the angel who had been showing them to me. But he 
said to me, “Do not do it! I am a fellow servant with you and with your brothers the prophets 
and of  all who keep the words of  this book. Worship God!” Then he told me, “Do not seal up 
the words of  the prophecy of  this book because the time is near. Let him who does wrong 
continue to do wrong; let him who is vile continue to be vile; let him who right continue to do 
right; and let him who is holy continue to be holy.” “Behold, I am coming soon! My reward is 
with Me, and I will give to everyone according to what he has done. I am the Alpha and the 
Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End. Blessed are those who wash their 
robes that they may have the right to the tree of  life and may go through the gates into the city. 
Outside are the dogs, those who practice magic arts, the sexually immoral, the murderers, the 
idolaters and everyone who loves and practices falsehood. I, Jesus, have sent My angel to give 
you this testimony for the churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of  David, and the bright 
Morning Star.” The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” and let him who hears say, “Come!” 
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Whoever is thirsty, let him come; and whoever wishes, let him take the free gift of  the water of  
life. I warn everyone who hears the words of  the prophecy of  this book. If  anyone add 
anything to them, God will add to him the plagues described in this book. And if  anyone takes 
away from this book of  prophecy, God will take away from him his share in the tree of  life and 
in the Holy City, which are described in this book. He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, 
I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. The grace of  the Lord Jesus be with God’s 
people. Amen. 

The Impact of  the Book
Revelation 22:6-9

The message that John received is reliable for it is the Lord God Himself  who is the source of  this 
message. The main intent of  prophecy is to cause us to obey what God says and to apply what we 
learn. Prophecy is to have an effect on how we live. It should motivate us to live a life of  purity and 
faithful service to our God. See I John 3:3; Matthew 24:45-51; Matthew 25:15-30. Overwhelmed by all 
that he has been shown John falls down at the feet of  the angel to worship him but the angel corrects 
him by saying he is simply a fellow servant with him. Angels are not to be worshipped but they are 
instructed to worship Jesus Christ in Hebrews 1. Similarly, He is to be the object of  our worship. 

The Importance of  the Book
Revelation 22:10-15

Revelation reveals the climax of  God’s plan of  the ages. Daniel was told to seal up the vision he 
received according to Daniel 8:26 and Daniel 12:4, 8-10. Revelation is an answer to Daniel’s question 
about understanding. The words of  his prophecy are no longer sealed up for “the time is near”. The 
closer we get to the fulfilment, the more important it is for us to study and understand the prophecies 
of  Revelation. There is a great contrast between those who do right and those who do wrong. It is 
really a contrast between heaven and hell, or the new Jerusalem and the lake of  fire.

The rewards Christ brings at His coming are especially important to believers. God’s justice will be clear 
to everyone when He rewards them “according to what they have done”. This judgement of  believers 
will occur at the judgement seat of  Christ according to I Corinthians 3:11-15 and II Corinthians 5:10. 
While we are not told when exactly this judgement will occur, it may happen in heaven during the 
tribulation period. The twenty-four elders of  Revelation 4, who very likely represent the completed 
Church in heaven, have already been rewarded since they have “crowns of  gold” upon their heads. We 
will be rewarded for what we have done in this life according to Romans 2:6-11 and I Corinthians 3:8. 
Jesus Christ as the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End, the First and the Last, reveals 
His nature and character as it relates to God’s plan of  the ages and the prophetic future. Revelation 
reveals the consequences of  the gospel. There will be a heavenly city on earth for believers and there 
will be a lake of  fire for unbelievers. We are told who may enter the city and who is to remain outside 
the city and, in fact, will find themselves in the lake of  fire. 

The Final Invitation of  the Book
Revelation 22:16-21

The One who has given this testimony is Jesus Himself, He then identifies Himself  further, making it 
clear that He is “the Root and the Offspring of  David”, which identifies Him as the Messiah, the Son 
of  David, the One who will sit on the throne of  David and rule the world according to Isaiah 11:1-5; II 
Samuel 7:12-16, Psalm 132:11-12. Jesus identifies Himself  also as “the Bright Morning Star” which is 
also mentioned in Revelation 2:28. 

Numbers 24:17 also identifies the Messiah as a “Star” from the line of  Jacob. 
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“The Morning Star” implies that the dawning of  a new day is at hand. Jesus Christ is our Hope of  a 
new day, a brand new world where all will be joy and peace forever. 

He invites us with the simple word “Come”. Likewise the Holy Spirit says, “Come”. His ministry is to 
draw people to Jesus. In cooperation with the Holy Spirit, the Bride – the Church of  Jesus Christ - also 
says “Come”. Believers are to be involved in evangelism, inviting people to put their trust and faith in 
Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour. Salvation is a free gift given by the grace of  God according to 
Ephesians 2:8-9. It must be received according to Romans 6:23. It cannot be earned. 

John next gives a serious warning not to add to God’s Word or to take away from it. Paul writes in II 
Timothy 3:10-16 that all Scripture is inspired or God-breathed and Peter writes in II Peter1:19-21 that 
what was written was not of  private interpretation but exactly what God wanted to be said. 

The reason Jesus wants all people to respond to His invitation is because He is coming back soon. 

John closes with the words, “the grace of  the Lord Jesus be with God’s people”. This is in sharp 
contrast to the wrath of  God as revealed in this Book. 

Therefore, let us share with others regarding the grace of  God which is still available to us today.
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